
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



► 







Diqitized by VjOOQ IC 



>14 ^ 



i 



i 



. V 



d by Google 



d by Google 



THE 
OF ^ • 

CAPTAIN ROBERT BOYLE, 

IN SEVERAL PARTS OF THE WORLD. 

INTERMIXED WITH 

THE STORY OF MRS. VILLARS, 
Aj^ EjYGlish lad r, 

With whom he made his Surprising Escape from Barbar/. 

LIKEWISE INCLUDING 

XHE HISTORY OF AN 

ITALIAN CAPTIVE; 

AND THE LIFE OF 
DON PEDRO AQUILIO, &fc. 

XrZS^RIBIlfe VARI017S AKD AMAZING TVXKS GF FORTUNS. 

NEW.YOnK: 
.PUBLISHED BY EVERT DUYCKINCK, 

NO. 110, PEARL-STREET. 

WILLIAM W, VERMILYE, PRINTER. 

.1805, 



/ Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•+^1/'<? 



THENEWVORK 

PUBLIC UBRARY 

155783 

ASTOR; i-ENCX AND 
TILDEK FOUNDATIONS. 

1890. 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



mtAGES JJ^D AJbt'MJ^TUitMa 

of 

Cap*. ROBERT BOYLE. 



t 



WAS born at a sca-port called Boston^ in Lincolnshire* 
My father was capteim an^ owner of a merchant-ship that 
traded to the West-Indies, but. was cast away, homeward 
boandv upon the rocks of ScHly* and but one man saved of 
his whole Cf ew. IVly mother and I were at an a^jint's in 
Londoti whea the unhappy news of my lather's deiEith ar- 

iN^stooyoungto feelmy lo3s: but lAy mother's grirf 
sobn broke her heiirt, and^lcft me a poor helpless orphan, 
-ntit tfen:y^ftrs of age# It is true, I had a tender iiunt that 
was in pretty good' ci!rcum»tauees, who took cai'c of my 
edticatiof). I Soon Idgtrnt to read and write a good hand ; 
I understood a Httle Latia, and wjis perfect matter of the 
French t^giie, which i bad been learning from: my in- 
fancy, my motljer bfeing bo^ at Paria, wtcre tny father 
mariied licr Very y^ng, and brought her to reside at 
Boston. 

By the time 1 had reached fourteen years of age, niy 
acuht told me it was time fot me to think of some trade, de- 
filing m^ to clju&e whai 1 liked best, and slie would pr«- 
^de for me accordingly^ Said she, »f I might advise yon, 
1 would have you study the law, under the tuition of your 
uncle.—But I tokl her 1 did not much care for any caliih j, 
that riiust oxvc its prospciiLy to the misfortune of othei'^; 
and at last I chose that of a watchmaker, as imagining 
mjself to have a good ineciianica* head. Accordingly 1 
wcAt upon trial (as they caiiit) and my master and \ a'gi-^e- 
ing very wcll^ I was boiwid with the usual forms, and fomid 
civil usage from him, in respect o£ my birth and the mrs- 
fortim*s of our family. 

My aunt paid forty ^uliieas < which was reckoned at that 
timoa {pjreat pike^ biit ht was one of the top. of hia bu&i- 
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4 The Voyages and Adventures of 

-t'css) and licbides, to find itie !n clothes and olhet* neccssa- 
1 ies during my seven years apprenticeship* 

The first half year we agreed very well ; but within that 
time my master had married a wife of a pretty geod for- 
.liine, and a large share of ill-nature. In a month's time 
fche began to tyi'annize over my master as well as me, and 
Aoon proved, as the saying is, T/te grty mare to be the bet^ 
ter horse. She bi*ought it to that pass at last, that 1 was 
obliged to go on all her halfpenny errands, and carry her 
book to church of a Sunday after lier. I bore this tolera- 
bly well, butnbt xvithout complaining to my aunt, who ad- 
vised me to make myself as easy as 1 could, for she feared 
speaking would do no good. 

I wenlou this way for a whole* year, and then, to com- 
plete my misfortunes, my poor aunt died of a di'opsy. 
This indeed was the greatest shock of all my life; for, 
while she lived, I felt Ro want of father or mother. She 
left me 800/. and my uncle to be my guardian. I shall 
forbear mentioning his name, not out of regard to him, but 
of his children, wlio have proved » sweet grafting from a 
bour stock, and as good as he was base. 
. My shrew of a mistress continued her ill-nature td mci 
and one accident made her prove outrageous 

My master had a vast trade, and vended a great many 
watches beyond sea. One day he had a large parcel of 
them to go on board a ship bound for Lisbon ; the vessel 
lay at Dcptford, and my master was pleased to take mc 
nlong with him in the boat. 

Before we were got to Limehowse^ my master called to 
mind that he had forgot a silver watch that he had pur- 
posely made for the captain of the ship. He landed me at 
KatclifT-cross, and desired I would be expeditious in going 
(for the tide running dovvr^wards 1 could get tothe Exchange 
sooner on foot than by water against the stream,) then to 
take boat at Billingsgate, and follow him lo the ship. 

I ran alnaost all the way, and I believe got to the Ex« 
change in half an hour. When I came home, 1 found no- 
body in the shop but my fcllow-prenticc, who informed me 
my mistress was above. 1 went immediately up stairs for 
the watch (for my master told mc he had left it in his own 
room, as he had worn it several days to prove the going of 
it,) but found the door shut. Standing a moment to con- 
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aider, I heard ti raatt's toicc speaking to ray,imstness in a 
low key, and I soon nnderstood by their di:i(Dgaetbat love 
was the subject they taJfced of. i Hstened sometime, li!l 
i £oand they had left off discoupsiftg, and were entered 
upon action. » 

No\t at the hesd of the stairs the maid had left a step- 
ladder, that she had used in the morning, in nairine; »p 
some vaiJoosto the windows in the dining-room, andtiierc 
being a glass over the chamber door, I had a great mmd to 
- see who it was that was doipg rtiy master's business in liis 
absence. Thereu\:/on, 1 fixed the-htdfler very softly against 
•the, wainscot by the door, and tap I got; but leaning to- 
wards the window in order to see into the room, ray weight 
made the ladder sifpy smd the top sliding against the door, 
burst il open, and in fell I into the room, ladder and all, 
with no little noisd- 

The Ta^viiig couple were mightily surprised you maybe 

sura, and were in such a fright that they had forgot what 

they wei^ a-doing. But I saw enough to convince me that 

. my master Was in a fairway to get to heaven purely upoa 

nay mistress' account* 

After our surprise was over, and every thing put in ortkt 
sigam betWeish the gentleman ^nd madain, I ventured t^ 
t(^ her iwy errand. She gave me the watch, with a hearty 
good box on the ear, and told me she wondered how^I had 
the iasiurance to come up without knocking 5 but, added she, 
I hekeve you tathet came upon some knavish desdgn, aiwt 
had iht^tid^d to rob your master, if I had not been in the room 
mth my phy siciim, that came on purpose to see how I did. 

It xmsplaih enough What physic she was taking, yet I 
feticide ftoy excuse t«y her, thet I went t© rettMive the ladder, 
and it fell out of my band against the door and l^urst it open ; 
btrttold het I '^^ciB soirry I had disturbed her, made my ho- 
nors, and walked off, taking M notice that I had seen any- 
ihix\g, r todk water ^i BilUngsgateyand followeil my mast^i. 

In the biaat I began to rumhidte \vith myself, whether I 
had best ketp this aecldfefit a setfWit, or di^closfe it to my 
masten At last, with inany pros and cons with itjyselfj -i 
resolved to acquaint hirii with it ; partly to be revenged on 
nty mistress for the blow she struck me, and, <)a the other 
iidej not to let my honest mastfer be kept In ignorance of 
Iier asage of him* . 

A 2 
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give us more light into the affair. Accoiddingly he Went} 
and returned with his billet. We made bold to open it, and 
fouAd it contained these worda :-^" My life, I dorVt thmk 
the old pfece tontenienty seeing a brother lawyer has dis- 
tove^'ed somethmg of our bttrigue j thereforcjI'M w^ait on 
you before the time, that we may consett measures accordw 
ihgl)'. 1 am glad your beast is otit of town ; we'll add aw» 
other a'ntlei^ to adorn his bi*o^, as soon as I have the hap. 
piness to see her who shall eternally comtBaod yours." 

When my master perceived that the *cene was to be ©pen- 
ed at his bwn house, he began to demur : But, after keep^ 
iPig silence a little tiine, ^e spoke to me to this purpose ; 
" Robin, this letter has in some sort confounded bur design i 
for whiat 1 intended to ac^y I would not, if it Could be *voSd^ 
tds put m execution at borne, fo^ fbar it shoukl make tod 
tnudi noise ; fori'* added he, smiling, ** though a mah has 
the niSbfortune to be a cuckold, yet he would not have* all 
the world to kn6W it." I toki hin^ I was glad to see him s^ 
hierr]^ upon the occasidn, but begged he would not keep tM 
porter any longer, for fear of some accideiht. H« th^m^d 
ft^ Ibr my catt^y seakd up the letter ttgain^ and sent him 
awaty \Mth it. When the porter was ^tie, my master or* 
dered me to go home again, and deserve how matteTs went 
thci^e i ami as soon as ever the spai4i eame, to send' the samt 
^tter back to Mm with this notice, TAat t/fe ^ork woi r^ot- 
ify Fo carry hxme nJdktnever he tkougJitfiU • * . 

I had i>ot: been at home a quarter of an hour ere my 
gentleman came ih a co«ch : he went up istairs^ but did 
pot stay a moment, came down againv whispered the coach^ 
toan, and drove into Cheapsicjie. I ^jMk at a loss how to 
'Ir^have myself, but my mistress ordered aiiother coach to 
4>e Gialled. When I found out that> I sent for the porter, 
and told him secretly, that he must dod^e that coach kt it 
go where if would, arid be expeditious in bringing me wmd. 
Mj mistress came down in her hood, and maidc in het 
-hand, and went off in the coach* I looked .after her,^ as 
&r as I coiiJd see her, and observed the ix)rter to jump up 
behmd the coach. I immediately went to my mariStar^ and 
©eqiiai-nted hini with the business. He Kurriad m6 home 
iBg^in, fof' fekr the porter shouid wart for me,- and ordered 
me to bring him,\vhcn he cam^,tothc Pope's-hcad tavepn, 
feecfttis^ he WOuid b« neater ^kO^^sc. 
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The poller did ]!M>t.returR in two boups ; He told nf>« \kisX 
the coach drorelo Yaric-staics in YoFk-buildings> aiui there 
they got out aad took a pedr of oars; be weQt jn ftnpther 
and^followed them till they landed at LaTObetli,?ind dogged 
them mlo. the Whitclion-inn. Therehe staid some tirae» 
to see if tliey intended to go fkoin thence : he *yalked ia 
thekitohen, and drank a mug of ak» and in, a little tim^ 
jMiepf the waiters came inland told the coojc, the geiltlei|ia» 
land' his wife bad bespoke a roasted fowl and some fish for 
Iheir dinner, and had ordered clean sheets to be put to air ^ 
fer as^ooaas they bad. dined, they ^designed. to goto bed; 
because the stage coach was to call tliem wp at one the nexjt 
AQovning- 

I did not think it aitogetber ao proper to take the porter 
tfr the Fope'6'head to my .master, :but went akH^e, wber^ I 
(fouad ihim with anoth^ cgentleman, .a stranger to me* 
When I had given him an account, we took coach ^1 tor 
^^her and drc^Ve tothe horse.fcrry, Westminster, took 
boat and landed at Lambeth. We ail .went into the Whiter 
lion fthe back way, and I v^nt to the dmwer (!as ;we bad b^ 
&pe concerted,) and asked if there was notagentl«m*n ais^d 
^ lady fthat .designed to lie there all night to.wait for a9tagp 
coach inithe morning ; he answered in the affirm atii^e, bM^ 
redded, they wev^ lliat moment gone to bed, that they 
might be the belter able to rise, in the morning. I asked 
i}im' what room they lay in, for that I had business of grea;t 
(Consequence to communicate to ium. Why that room up 
<3nepairofslsdr8, answered the drawer, and pointed at tl^ 
idoor. Well, asddl, £etch me a pint of wine^ I'U drink ii. 
^as6, and then jgoami wait on them. 

The .drawer ran down for *the wine, and in. the meantitne 
1 beckoi^ed my master : Up stairs we went. I set my foot 
against the door, burst it open, andtiiere we soon pterceLv- 
ed the 4oving couple playing at RarUnm ScaniumJ I abut 
too 1^ door again, and stood guard, that no. one should 
enter* My master laid first hold of my naked gentleman, 
iuid'with the assistance of his friend, threw him ^pon his 
hack, clapt a pistol to his breast, and swore he would shoot 
him if he offered to flinch or cry out* Then my niaster!s 
£nend took out a box of instruments, apd, with a pair of 
scissors lor that purpose, soon deprived him of 'What;Se* 
gefinQ and several other Italian aingecs wa^t^ as veU |; 
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12 The Voyages and Adventures of . 

our spark. The thipg was d©ne so suddenly, that I be- 
lieve ray f^entleman hardly knew his loss till he felt the 
blood trickle down about his legs. He made several at» 
tempts to get up, but to no purpose. My master told him> 
he had better be quiet, for fear he should be worse served, 
but in my opinion that could hardly be. The surgeon 
(for it proved my master's friend was no other) had all nis 
implements about him ; he managed his needle, his plasi* 
ters, and salves, and finished my gentleman, and would 
have had him gone home something lighter than he came, 
but he proved so weak with loss of blood and the pain to, 
gether, that he fainted away. 

My Biistress had hid herself behind the curtain, and did 
TK)t so much as say one word ; but in all her concern she 
took care to dress herself; and when she had done, she sat 
upon tlie bed side next the wall, and seemed to be in deep 
discontent. 

We had got my gentleman to. himself again by- the help 
of the drawet*, who soon found how matters went. When 
we had done, my •master said to his wife, Madam> I must 
confess 1 was to blame to disturb you in your diversion, but 
I own my fault, and will endeavor to mend it, by4eaving 
you together to solace yourselves, and so I take my leave. 

Upon this we marched dowa stairs, paid for our wina, 
and went to our boat that waited for us, and landed at the 
Steel-yard. My master was \^ty uneasy all the way home, 
and we could not get one word out of him. . fie went^up 
stairs, locked himself in his room, and remained alone sev- 
eral hours. I would have been willing to have diverted his 
melancholy, but did not well know how I should go about it. 

Near seveiTo'clock in thq evening he called tne up stairs, 
and acsked me if I had heard any thing about his wife* I 
told him, No. 'Nay said he, if she has any shame left, she 
will hardly attempt to come . again in haste. After some 
lime he went out, and did not come home Again till twelve 
o'clock. He asked me still after my mistress, and under- 
standing we had no news of her, , went to bed. 

The next moroing he ordered me to send the porter to 
Lambeth, to leitrn how they behaved themselves when we f 
had left them. He returned, and told my master that the 
gentlewoman went a\^ay as soon as she found we were 
gone, and left the gtatlcman there, AKi^o was so wcuk, 
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tiiat lie remained there stilly and ha4 sent for several of 
his acquaintance. 

In the afternoon my mistress' mother came to my mas- 
ter, and they had a long discourse, and afterwai'ds went 
'Y)ut together. But I was never more surprised in my life, 
when he came home the same evening with his wife and 
mother. He vouchsafed to tell me the next day that his 
wife resolved never to be guilty of any fault again, and bjr 
her submission, and the entreaties of her mother, he had 
resolved to take her home once more. Sir, said I, if 
you can forgive her, no one else has any thing to do 
with it. But, added I, I fear I shall feel the eifectsof her 
displeasure. No, answered my master, that was one of 
my conditions with your mistress, that she should take no 
notice to you of past transactions. And truly she kept hci-\ 
word, for she would not so much as look at me. 

She continued very reserved for a great while, awd-ne- 
ver went out but to churdi on a Sunday. 

In the latter end of the same year, my master began to 
be out of order, and the physicians advised him to go into 
the country for the air; accordingly he took lodgings at 
Hampstead, where my mistress used to go twice or thrice 
every week to see him ; and ray master told me (when I 
went of a Sunday to waitu]pon him, to give him an account 
of the business of the shop,) that his wife had been so ten- 
der to him in his illness, that he verily believed he should 
. never have .occasion to blame her conduct again. I told 
him, I was as well pleased as he was. 

About a week afterwards, my mistress "'^ent in and out 
very often, and seemed to be very busy,- giving orders to 
my fellow-prentice for taking her a place in the Hampstead 
coach as usual. This happened on the Tuesday, and I 
saw her no more that week. 

When I went to my master on the Sunday following, he 
asked me, if my mistress was unwell, being he had not 
seen her face since Monday last. Nor I since Tuesday, 
said I, but I thought sbe had been with you, for she took 
a place in the coach in order to come to you that day, and 
sent out several bundles to be carried, as she usiially did, 
when she was going to wait on you. 

My master was so confounded with what I told l\im, that 
h« did not offer to speak for some time, and the sw>;at raa 

B 
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down his face like drops of^ rain. At last) said he^ Robiny 
3 fear all is not well. My wife has certainly undone lae. 
Come, hope for the best, said I. 

^ Well, my master resolved, weak as Jie was, to goibr 
London immediately. We took a coach, and soon got 
home J and there, to our great sorrow, found my mistresi 
had robbed my master to the value of five thousand pounds 
in bank-notes and money, with six-and-thirty gold watches, 
and seventeen silver ones, besides her own wearing clothes. 
My master at this loss sunk down upon his bed, I went and 
fetched some of his neighbors and friends to comfort him, 
while I ran up and down like a madman, to see if 1 could 
get any tidings of the thief. 

' I went to give orders at the Bank to ^Jop payment, but 
to my great sorrow found the money had been received 
four days before, I came back to iicquajnt my master 
■with my ill success, and found him alone and gone to bed. 
When 1 told him I could not hear any tidings of my nais* 
tress, and that the money had beon received, h« said, Ro- 
li\n, it is not the money that grieves me, but the ill usage 
of my wife ; 'tis that has got ^to my heart, and never to be 
rernoved till death. 1 sat up with him a great while, till 
h? told me he begun t© be gltepy and ordered me to retire : 
but as I was going from hiln, he took me by the hand, and 
bid me goijid night. I found by his pulse he was in a 
strong fever, and begged I might call a physician; but he 
said he should be bevter in the morning, if not, he would 
send for one. Finding him willing to re&t, I left him and 
v.ent to bed. 

As soon as I waked in the morning, I put on nty gown, 
and went to see how he did ; but found him so weak ^nd 
faint, that be had not ^vength enough to lift up his head. 
1 was immediately running to fetch a physician that lived 
hard by our housie, but my master called me back, and told 
me that it was too late ; for, said he, I feel my last mo- 
ment approaching. He ordered me to sit upon the bed by 
him, and took my haad in his, which burnt like fire, and 
said, Robin, my wife has killed me ; I could have borne 
any oiher misfortune with temper: If thou ever should'st 
see her, tell her from me, that I forgive her, and that I 
beg she would reform her life ; >but also let her know she 
iv|is tke cause of my death. I told him I would nqt have 

Digitized by VjOOQlC 



Captain Robert Boyte. IJ 

him talk of dying for an ungrateful woman that did not de- 
serve the least regard, but to eheer up his spirits and let 
me go ^or a physician. No, said he, all physic or counsel 
comes too late ; 

I've that within which baffles all their art. 
Sure means to make the soul and body ps-rt, 
A burning fever, and a broken heart. 

He had no sooner repeated these lines, but his speech fail* 
cd him, his eyes closed, and he expired only with a fcigb. 

I must confess, I was inwardly shocked, and the spirit of 
revenge rose in my soul againsi the barbai-ous cause of his 
er.d. 

When I had a little recollected my scattered thoufj^hts, 
I went to a cousin of my master's that lived in Cheapside, 
eiKl desired he would come and take care of his affairs* 
For my own part, I could not compose myself for two or 
three days: At last I went to my uncle, and desired he 
wouW let me have twenty pounds lo buy me mourning (for 
1 did intend to wear black, that my melancholy outside 
might conform with what 1 felt within,) out of respect Un 
my master's memory. Mourning Bob ! answered my en* 
cle. Why if thy master's friends won't give it thee, *tis my 
opinion thou oughtest not to think on't. Yes, sir, added I, 
1 think it my duty ; for though my mistress used me ill, 
my master was always civil to me. Bia my uhcle told me 
in plain terms, that i should not ha>c a farthing. 1 told 
him I M^anted but my own, bwt he replied, when he tho't 
I was of feaVs enough to manage Ta)y money myself, p'ir- 
haps, I might be trusted with it, but at present hci would 
take care of it for me. 

I was vepy uneasy at this affair, for it began to look as 
if he mtended to cheat me of it, and 1 did not slick lo teil 
hito my sentiments in a civil manner, bat to no purpose. 
1 left him with a heavy heart, and canie home. 1 went to 
bed in the utmost confusion of thought ; yet notwitkstand- 
ing my discontent, slept till morning. 1 got up about six 
o'^clock, with a scurvy idea of my future fortunt-.^ About 
eight, my uncle's man brought me a letter from him, iu 
which he/ begged my pardon, and told me it was only to 
try ray temper. The man gave me ten guineas by his or- 
der, and further told me, that his taylor would be with me 
ijiiinediat<;ly to take my dii'cctions :— And accordingly, be- 
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fore the fellow was gone he came, took measure of me, and 
told me, he would be sure to bring my clothes home by 
twelve o'clock the next day ; and he kept his word with me. 

In the mean time, I had provided myself with every thing 
else with the money my uncle had sent me ; and the same 
evening wsftted on him to return him thanks. Bob, said 
be, I had only a mind to try your temper, and I find thou 
art thy father's own child, a chip of the old block. . 

He would have me stay to sup with him ; and among 
•th'er discourse he asked me, what I intended to do now 
"my master was dead, for he did not BU]ppose I was master 
enough of my trade to follow it. I replied I knew enough to 
recommend myself to any other master without paying 
any more money. My uncle replied, I needed not be m 
. such hast, but take some time to consider of it, and in tlie 
ineJin while I should live with him, and be heartily wel- 
come. And to make his actions agree with his words, he 
gave me five guineas more for pocket-money, and gave di- 
rections for me to be with one of his clerks, a good natured 
joung fellow, that was a schooj-fellow of mine. . 

I was very glad of the occasion, living with my uncle in 
great tranquility the space of a month, and all the tiipe he 
seemed to be very fond of me> never denying me any thing 
that I asked him. , > ^ 

One Sunday morning before church time he called mc 
te him, and (after many professions of friendship) asked 
me, if I had ever done any business for my master out of 
the watch-making trade. I pretty well guessed at what he 
meant, and answered him in the affirmative. Very well, 
said he, I must send you as far as Gravesend to-morrow, 
about the same affair ; and if I executed my commission 
dexteriously, he told me, it should be the better for me. 

The next morning I got up, and my uncle sent me with 
a letter into Pall-Mall to a client of his, and reluming with 
an answer, found him taking his lekve of a gentleman that 
looked like a sea officer. As soon as their compliments were 
over, my uncle dispatched me away to Billingsgate, and 
gave me instructions what to do. I was to enquire for a 
ship called the Success, captain Stokes commander,' at 
Gravesend, and then to follow his directions. 

As I was talking with my uncle, my bed-fellow thrust a 
book into my pocket, and told me that would divert me in 
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the, boat, if I had not compaRy that I liked. I did not 
much regard what he said, but went about my business, 
got into th^ Grdvesend-boat, which put off upon the instaotj 
and had the fortune to have good company, and one young 
man that was going to the same ship I was. 

We were very merry all the way with little stories we 
told among ourselves. We got on board the Success about 
two o'clock in the afternoon, and the first person I saw was 
the same man that I found with my uncle in the morning. 
He took me by the hand, and conducted me into the cabin, 
and set a piece of ship-beef before m^. When I had din- 
ed, he informed me my things would be on board immedi- 
ately. I told him it was very well, not suspecting any ihinj;. 
Afterwards the captain went out, and lett mc alone in the 
cabin : I got up, and looking out of the window, found tire 
ship was under sail. At first I began to be surprised, but 
yet was so ignorant, that I thought we were sailing up the 
river. While I was ruminating on the matter, the captain 
came and told lae, my things were ready for me whenever 
I would. I went out ; but how was I surprised when I saw 
taiy trunk that I left at my uncle's, with all my clothes in it ! 
—I was in such confusion, that I had not power to utter a 
Word for some time. At last, recovering from my surprise, 
I asked him the meaning of what I saw ? Meaning, child ! 
replied the captain; Why, what's the matter ? would you 
go such a voyage as we are upon without necessaries ? What 
Voyage ? returned I- Why, to Virginia, replied the cap- 
tain. At that answer I sat me down upon my chest, a«d 
burst into tears, and had such a combat in my mind tJiat 
bereaved me of the power even of thinking for some time. 
The captain indeed au nil he could to comfort me. At last 
1 fancied it might be only a jest ; t5ut to my sorrow nnuiu 
by their discourse it Was but too much in earnest. 

The captain declared, that my uncle had bargaiaed.with 
him for mV passage,' and that I was to be delivered to a re- 
lation 1 had in Charlestown, upon the continent of Ameiica^ 
I asked the name, but he told me one I had never heard 
of before.^ 

When I found I was certainly betrayed by my barbarous 

uiiple, I fell upoR my knees, and begged the captain to pdt 

me on shore, and I would find some means to pay the sum 

he was to have for my pa&sage. He answered, ixe was too 
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well paid already to let me go on shore again ; and further 
added, I had nothing to do but to make myself easy, for I 
was not likely to set my foot in Europei till I had first seen 
America. - 

I found it was to no purpose to entreat any farther. It 
is true, I had no aversion to the sea, but rather an incli^- 
tion ; and if my uncle had made any proposals to me con- 
cerning such a voyage, and properly prepared, it is ten to 
one if 1 had not accepted it. Sut in this manner to be kid* 
napped, for it was no better, and then the dread of being 
parted with as a slave when I came thither, shocked me pro- 
digiously. But being naturally of an easy temper, eight 
or ten days pretty well wore off ,my apprehensions, and I 
began to be contented with my wretched fate. 1 set my- 
self, with all my diligence, to learn themathemadcs, as also 
the, work of a sailor, and quickly attained to some know- 
ledge of both. I soon ingratiated myself with most of 
the crew> who instructed me in all they knew. 

I mentioned a book my uncle's clerk put in my pocket, 
as I left the chambers that morning I was trepanned, which 
for the first three or four days I did not remember ; but 
putting my hand in my pocket to feel for s«mething else, 
I took it out, and found in it a letter directed for me, which 
was as follows : 

DEAR BOB, 

Whkn you went to St. Jame's this morning, [tufifionng 
I would have read it the day I received it ^'] I overheard my 
master discoursing with the captain of a ship, and learnt he 
ii>tends to send you to Virginia. I could not Cmderstand the 
particulars, but enough to know the bargain is made. AJy 
friendship te you, and the barbarityjit f^«r vincle, obliges 
■ ■■! i ^i.^jk.^ il:^ (I iic»j>o rt melyjiotice. , I shall ieave 
the management to you ; but whatever steps you take, I am ' 
not to be in the question ; and I thought of this way to ac- 
quaint you with it, fearing I should not have the opportii- 
nity of speaking to you. Farewell, till I see you again, 
which I hope in God will not be long. ji. M. 

This letter made me curse my fate again ; for if I had 
Ijad the good fortune to have read it before I was on ship- 
board, I might have prevented my uncle's designs. But 
it was my destiny, and therefore I submitted to it. 

We met with nothing in our voyage till we came near tjbit 
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Canari€S) Yihtn one evening we heard several cannons, as 
we supposed, two leagues from us. — Our captain altered 
his course, in order to avoid a renconter with an enemy ; for 
our ship carried but ten guns and twenty men, besides pas* 
aengersv- But notwithstanding the captain's care, as sqj^n 
as ever morning dawned, and thd fog was cleared up, we 
found ourselves within half a mile of a rover ©f Barbary- 
We Were all mightily surprised, for the galley made up to 
us, with sails and oars, being to windward of us. Ojir cap- 
taii) advised us to surrender immediately, but the sailors were 
for fighting, and were confirmed in their opinion upon sight 
of another vessel, bearing down upon us, which they knew to 
be Spanish by her colors. All our guns were immediately 
broughtto the starboard side, and every body ready teengage^ 
passengers and all were willing to preserve their liberty. 

The rover by this time was just on our starboard-bow^ 
and prepared to boaad us. We had some hand granadoes 
on board, with several other stores for our fort at Charles^ 
town, and a gunner as one of our passengers. He ordered 
several men into our maintop with granadocs, and followeil 
himself as soon as ever the galley came near enouglL; our 
men at the helm bore away, and fired our guns upon himi 
which raked them fore anA aft, and did much execution. 
Our gunner in the top threw in upon them with his grana- 
does, which we could perceive put them in much confusion. 
But all this would not have availed, had they not perceived 
the Spanish man of war bearing upon us. They did ©ot 
make any further attempts to board us, but they fired their 
cannon^ and galled us with their small arms. 

I had gotten a musket en board, and had discharged it, 
as 1 thought, ioi u flashed in the pan, and the noise of thei. 
other pieces deceived me; i ciwugcvi <tD«iu, ^uv »».v.. A«^..a 
by the rammer, that my piece had not gone off- Howev«r, 
I was resolved to fire it : I stood upon the larboard gunnel, 
just «p«n the forecastle, to be as far from the enemy as I 
could, and fired my piece; but being double-charged, and 
a stubborn jade, gave me such a bang that threw roe over 
the side of our ship; my foot bung in the fore chains for 
some time, but struggling (with my head downwards) to 
Tjuse myself up, my foot disentangled, and I fell plump 
intethesea* , , ^ , . ... r. ,. 

Although^I bad learnt to swim in England, yet Ihe fright, 
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' iTiTles up the river; It was a vepy pleasant place, s'fttiatcd 
in a litde wood, with tjie river rumning round it, and no 
Appfoacliing t6 it but over a draw-bridge. At this house 
his wives hved, fbr I was informed he bad sevetal. 

Observing his garden, I told him it was but indifferently 
kept. He answered it was for the want of a gardener, nonp 
of his slaves understanding that art. I offered my service^ 
but t©ld him I did not pretend to be a gardener, but I Aras 
assured I could soon make amendments to it, with the help 
of some ef his sei*vants- lie ordered me to take as niEmy 
*s I thought fit ; and, added he, because I am impatient to 
see it in a better condition, I'll leave you here. I told him 
I begged to be excused now, because I should want seve^ral 
things for my designs. If it be toelSj said h«, cr seeds of 
•all sorts, I have them here. Upon which he caFricd mo 
int© a little house, meant for a green-house, -where I found 
every thing that was wanting, %vith a large quantity of Eu« 
ropean seeds and roots. I told him I was satisfied there 
was every thing 1 should want. The captain •rdered me 
a bed to be made in the green-house, and an old eunuch, that 
understood French very well, to ^ait on me, with a strict, 
order that I should have every thing I asked for, but I was 
liot to approach the house in his absence upon any account* 
I told him I had no curiosity that way, and did not doi>bt 
but 1 would shew him something th^ would please him the 
next tim£ he came, which was to be in about twenty dayst 

As soon as he was gone, I went to work ; for gardening 
was what I always teok delight in, both theoiy arid practice. 

1 drew out plans, ordered workmen, and in six days time 
broiTght it into some form. I perceived in the nniddle of the 
garden a puddle of water, which I gave directions to be 
drained, and found that it had been formerly a fountain, but 
ivas only choaked up with filth by neglect. I asked the old 
eunuch if he had ever known it to play, and he answered In 
the negative, neither did they imagine it to be any such 
thing ; for histnaster ha'd bought the estate of an eld Spat 
nish renegad© four years before, and he told him it had been 
a fisli.pond. I examined about th^ river, and found thciiead 
of the pipes stopped with rubbish, which I cleared, and by 
degrees the water worked tarough into the fountain, and 
out again through another conveyance. I«observed that 
^ere had boen figuren upoii it by the pipes. I asked my 

If 
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cuiiUcb if he had ever seen any such things. He told me 
there were several K ing in a back-yard on the other side 
the hois^e, I wtntwiih him, and found four small figures 
of Tritons J and a NepUnie in his chariot, drawn by ssa- 
horsts. I ordt red them lo be brought to the fountain, and - 
fixttheBi on, iiru stopping the water, and then letting it 
loo^ again> fmiUied my fountain, which played admirably 
outofti^e shells of the Tritons which they seemed to blow 
with, from the nostnls of the horses, and the trident of the 
Mtptnne. The workmen were astonished to see with what 
expedition I h?kd completed it, and imagined I had dealt 
with the devil- The next morning the eunuch came to me 
before I was up, and desired I would give him the key of 
my chamber, and be contented to be a prisoner till he came 
to me again- I was a little surprised, and asked him the 
reason. He told me he could not give me any, that being 
beyord liis coinmi^isiDn, Accordingly he locked me in, and 
w^nt away. I be^uii to ruminate about this accident, but 
could not imagint the cause. I had noway to look out to- 
wards the gardtn, bt cause the windows of the green-house 
looked over the river into the wood, and the back wifich 
fw>med the house had only painted windows foi* ornament, 
ftpt use^ In about two hbuys my eunuch came and released 
jhc, and we dined toi^ether- I used all the rhetoric I was 
Ttiastcr of to £«d out Uie secret, but to no purpose : he only 
mdded^ th^t 1 must be in the same condition again tlie next 
innmiiig- TJ^is v^^is still more surprising ; and I bcffan to 
think by degrees I sh.ould entirely lose my liberty. The 
old eimiicb iiriHE^i \\\i\^ my thoughts, assured me there was 
n$ harm meant lo rue j this afternoon was my last day's 
work, and in three days moi-e I expected the captain. 
About itn \\Qvv before night I perceived another eunuch of 
the house taiUin:^- eursiestly with him that used to attend 
mfe J who invmciiiatt^ly tame tome, ^nd told me he must 
beg me lo retire to my chamber that instant, upon which I 
readily obeyed^ k^jG^v ing it was to no purpose to contend. 

1 wvc^ upon the Uruers to know the reason of my confine- 
ment ; whibt I was employing my thoughts about it, I 
heard the voices of women. It surprised me at first, but 
1 5«on found that v,as thtt reason of my being made a pri- 
soner, Wiii:n the eunuch came to bring me my supper, 
I told him he need liot have made such a secret of what I 
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inras locked up for, for I had found it out ; and then told 
him that I had heard women's voices in the garden. Did 
you ? (says he, surprised) I'll take care they shall keep 
their tongue within their teeth for the future. He said no 
more, but immediately went put, and soon returned, and 
told me I should hear no more of them. I was confound- 
ed with this odd proceeding, and my curiosity began to be 
more and more raised. 

When I was4eft alone, I began to examine my room 
where I was, tp see if I could find ever a peep-hole, and by 
good fortune foiuid one made by time anti ill weather un- 
der the pent-hou&e. I, upon the instant of my discovering, 
made all the, use I could of it, and soon perceived three 
Avomen in the walk with their backs towards me. They 
were in a Turkish undress, with t]ie necks bare ; one of 
them above the rest seemed to me to have a better shape 
and air than commonly the women of Morocco have. I do 
not kno'v what came over me, but I seemed inipatiently to 
expect their nearer approach. At last my desires were 
answered ; for as soon as they had spent some time at my 
new fountain, they directed their steps towards my con- 
finement, and when they were near enough, I could dis- 
tinguish them to be three haRdsome women ; but one of 
them that seemed to be very melancholy, surpassed the 
ether two, at least in my opinion. She seemed to be about 
twenty, fair to a miracle, and much like an English woman. 
She did not seem to converse with the other two, but follow- 
ed them with aa air of contemplation : and I could observe 
her sigh often. I never till this moment had the least re- 
gard to any of the fair, sex, no more than good manners 
and decency I'equired ; but I found myself in a moment full 
ef aching tenderness for this fair stranger. Though I had 
no time for thought till the ladies were retired, I then began 
to reason with myself, and found love, like destiny, was 
not to be avoided ; and the more I thought, tiie more I \Tas 
plunged in this tormenting, yet pleasing passion. Yet I 
thought it was very odd to fall in love, considering my cir- 
cumstances — I had nothing to hope, and all to fear : I was 
poor, a prisoner, and a stranger from my native country, in 
want of necessaries, and to complete my misery, sunk in 
one hour an age in love. Every new thougJit seemed a 
thoro to torment me j yet notwitiistanding all these dilTi- 
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ciilties, a beam of hope would now and then shine through 
the thick clouds of despair, and encourage me to love on. 
From this thought I began to think with reason (if a lover 
can be called a reasonable creature) how I should manage 
my passion, I began to reflect that the Moors were jea- 
lous of their women even to a degree, and did not in the 
least doubt but my, Irish renegado had learnt that part of 
their manners. At last I pitched upon an odd expedient : 
I determined to riicw to my captain an utier detestation of 
all females (and in truth tlie usage ray poor master met 
with from his wife very tnuch lessened the regai"d I owed 
the sex,) and try what that would do. This thought seem, 
ed to give me some satisfaction, and as soon as the eunuch 
came to release mc, I begged he would sup with me that 
evening. He accordingly promised me, and came imme- 
diately with my supper, and brought under his garment a 
bottle of excellent (ireelk wine- 1 must confess I was sur- 
prised and pleased ; . fo» as 1 knew the Mbors are restrained 
from wine, I did not expect any there. — The eunuch told 
me, smiling, that he hsid brought me that cordial to make 
me amends for the loss of my liberty ; for though, added 
he, Mussulmen are not allowed to drink wine, we very 
well know you Europeans seldom eat v^ithout it, and our 
master (raear>ing the captain) is not so strict a Mussulman 
l>ut he drinksmuch himself, and procures privately great 
^^uantities for his own use* I told him, I thought Maho- 
met jordered Jhis followers to abstain from wine, because an 
immoderate use of it generally turned to immoderate pas- 
sions ; but to take it sparingly gives health and vigor to 
the body, and cheerfulness to the spirits. He agreed with 
me in my sentiments^ and shewed he approved of them by 
di-inking to me. Notwithstanding my endeavors to hide 
the trouble of my spirits, my kii)d eunuch took notice of a 
concern in my countenance, and cheered me up with re- 
peated glasses, and imaijining nay confinement caused 
that alteration^ told me he would not have me take to heart 
the small abridgment of my liberty, for as soon as his 
master arrived, I should not be restrained any more, 
for the cause would cease, by the confinement of the ladies 
totheir several apartments. I told htm with a seeming joy, 
. that I should be miglitiiy pleased when that shoul4 happen, 
for I abhorred tlie sight of theii>i women were my utter 
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aversion, and had been from my infancy ; and that averdoQ 
was aggravated by the knowkdge of their perfidy; and 1 
thought it the greatest curse could fall upon that noble 
creature man not to be bom -without them* Upon this I 
told him the story of my master and mistress, and several 
extravagant tales of my own invention, and pauUed that 
beautiful part of the creation in the color of the devil. My 
companion praised me for slighting the sex, and backe4 
2ny stories vriih as many of his own knowledge. Between 
our familiar talk and our Creek wine, he began toi^e very 
loquacious. He told me his master, after the mode of the 
JVIoors, had several wives, besides a captive that he had 
lately taken that seemed averse to his passion, and all the 
rhetoric he was master o( could not prei'ail. He did not 
know he said what country-woman she was, but she spoke 
very good French* I imaerined this could be no other than 
that sweet creatui*e 1 had seen ; I changed color; but to 
j>ut it off said, ^ pox take all the sex, don't let us talk of 
them ^any more. I am afraid, said he, you krve to con. 
verse with the men, r.nd that niakea you slight the women, 
J did not immediately understand him, but he soon ex* 
plained upon it, and then I was no longer ignoi*ant« I told 
him it was of such a beastly nature, that I was of epinion 
those persons that used it should be treated worse than 
^rutes. Why, replied he, it b so common here that 'tis 
reckoned only a piece of. gallantry. Well, said I, I hate 
that action even worse if it be possible than the sight of 
the female sex« The old man and I parted like two friends ; 
but before he wept, I told him he need not give himself 
any great trouble to lock i^e iu for the future, for I wouki 
take care of myself* WeU, \Tell, said he, and shook his 
head, I believe I may trust you* As soon as he was gone, 
I went to bee], not to sleep, for I had thoughts enough abgut 
me to keep me waking. 1 began to conceive a great dea) 
. of hopes from my dissimulation. I spent the whole night 
in thinking of a thousand experiments to Ibrwai^ my de* 
a»igns, till I had tliought of so many, that they were all 
confused like a skein of silk, pulled tlie wrong way* At 
last, with the fatigue of thought, I fell asleep till sun.ris- 
ing, nor waked till I heard voices in the garden.— 1 tan 
immediately and barred my door on the inside, foi* fear of 
being discovered at my peep-hole, huddled on my clothes. 
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Ahd rah up ; vrliere I saw my lovely charmer reading in a 
boekf walkkig^by herself in the alley that led to my prisJon. 
The other Women were got about the -fountain admiring 
the playing of the water. She drew nearer me ; but what 
tfas my pleasiag surprise when I heard her repeat the fol* 
towing lines i» English ! 

•^^M/ griff lies all within. 
And those external manners of lament^s 
Are merely shadows to the unseen grief 
That swells with silence in my tertur'd <8ouL 

1 must confess the transports I felt wer6 beyond expr.ei. 
sion ; she had such a softness in her voice, and yet so mu. 
Mcat that It made my blood thrill tlirough tny veins. In 
«hort, during the time I beheld her, 1 was m such an ecstacy^ 
that all my cares were forgot. She turned up the walk 
again, but 1 followed her with my lony;in<i;' eyes iill she was 
out of sight; I then turned them inio my imuj^inaiitm, 
and tkere beheld her still. 

I was convinced she was an English woman, and kept \i\ 
restraint against her will. I soon resolved with myself t0 
find some expedient to let her know I would serve her all 
that lay in my power, if she was disposed to accept of it. 

I had staid so long fixt at wy peep-hole, that the old eu- 
nuch knocked at my door, which soon roused me from vAf 
pleasing thoughts, and put me upon another task, which 
waste dissemble. I suffered him to knock twice or thrice 
before I let him in ; at last I opened the door when he had 
cs^ed to me to give me to know who it was ; as soon as he 
was entered, I began to exclaim agaii.st him in a friendl)^ 
manner ; said I, you promised me yesterday that I shou]4 
not be troubled with the tongues of those female devils^ 
and I have been so plagued with them for an hour toge- 
ther, that 1 was obliged to shut my door, and run up staira 
to be free from the sound. He smiling, told me, the fumes 
of the wine which he drahk over night had drove it out of 
his thoughts, but he would be i^ure to give them a caution 
to hold their tongues for the time to come ; but then added 
1, l^niay be surprised by them when I little expect them. 
No, said he, I'll take care to send, or bring you word when 
they are disposed to walk in the garden again. I thanked 
111 m for his caution. He told me he did design to come 
and dine with me that day, for, added he, I shall not tiavc 
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another opportunity a great while, for the captain has sent 
word he'll be here to-moiTow wiihoftt fail. Accordingly 
he came with a roasted pheasant and some boiled riccf at- 
tended with another bottle of Greek wine. 

Notwithstanding my new passion, 1 eat and drank hear- 
tily ; but my eunuch got almost tipsy, and the fumes of the 
^vine trelling up into his head, he desired he mVght repose 
hirrikiclf on my bed for awhile, which I granted him^ well 
knov/ing, if he had been found out, we might l)Oth have 
suftcred for tasting the juice of the* grape. I had much ra- 
thtr he had gone within the house to have slcv>t>for I could 
not even think to the purpose while he was there ; but he 
soon got inlo a sound sleep, which I found out by his snor- 
ing. 1 then ventured to take pen and ink, and wrote the 
following lines ? 

TO THE ENGLISH LADY. 

1 HAVE observed your melar.choiy air, and other circum- 
stances speak ycni a prisoner here. The person that writes 
^his is yowr countryman, and though in the same distiess, 
yet has a heart and hand to do you service. 1 flatter myself 
it wi!] one time or other be in my power to effect oi^ liberty • 
If you havo no thoughts that way, I am persuaded you have 
too much generosity to do one a prejudice tliat would ven- 
ture any thing to serve you. You know the consequence if 
this note should be discovered, therefore I beg you will des- 
troy it as soon as you have perused it ; and if you will fa- 
vor me with an answer, with .your sentiments of what I 
have wrot^, you'll find a string hanging on the north sid^ 
of the garden-house, to which if you fix )^ur letter, W shall 
be ready to prevent discdveiy of what may hurt youi and 
him "crhom you mav freely command. ? 

I 

I had not the conveniency of sealing-wax or wafers^ I 
therefore folded it up and directe^d it. To the English Lady* 
When I had finished, I began to have odd and confused 
iK»tions of the success of it* Perhaps, said I to myself, she 
roay be contented vith her fortune, or be afraid to hazard 
any attempt toward^ her liberty. She may also imagine I 
am set on pui'pose to betray Tier, and therefore to shew her 
icinocence may discover me to tbrc captain. I was in a hun- 
drcd minds ; sometimes I was resolved to bum the letter ; / 

V 
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bet at last love prevailed upon all my reasons to the contra- 
ly, and I resolved to try the success ofit the first opportunity. 

In reasoning with mysi^K', and writing my letter, I had 
spent three hoar^, aiid ihcFcfore thought it high time to 
awake my eunuch* who btarted up frighted out of his sem* 
sesp When he hud recovered himself, he thanked me for 
breaking his rest, for ne was assured he was -wanted within. 
And he nicked his tina^ to a hair, for before he was got 
half way the walk (for I iinraediately got up to ray peep- 
hole) I saw die ladies at the further end. He talked to 
th^\T\ some time, and then left them, to go into tlie house. 

They sanntered ribout the garden a good while, till at 
last tHTo of them sal down by the fountain, and the English 
^^Y continued her walk towards my apartment* Now my 
blood I'jn its swift course, and the whole frame of my bocty^ 
felt viatcnt emoLioni. I iliougbt this was a fair opportuni- , 
ty, ^nd yet wa» fearful to make use of it* But mustering 
all my spirits, I ventured, and when she was within twen- 
ty, paces of thi^ gi'een-house, I darted the letter, and by 
^ood fortune it ft; II in the middle of the gravel- walk, so that 
It was ahno^t impossible to miss it ; but had it happened 
otherwise, 1 had lime enough to run down and take it up be- 
fore any one ulsc could discover it. She continued her 
iralki and when she came at it, she kicked it with her foot 
once or twice, sind at last took it up. She was reading in 
a book, 4is she wjis the day before ; I could perceive her 
open it, and spread the note upon her book, so that no one 
could tell but th^vt she was reading. . It is impossible to ex- 
press the aniiitty I lay under all this while ; but I began 
to be a Utile more composed, when I observed her tearing 
the klter into very small pieces, and scattering them in sev- 
eral places of the garden. She had not walked far, but she 
returned, and viewed the green-hou>*e with a gre*at deal of 
regard, and* to my imagination, wanted to come to the 
north side of it* as mentioned ia the note, yet seemed fear- 
lul \ often lookiii!^ back, and not fully confirmed in her re- 
selutioti^ at last went unwillingly to the rest of the ladies. 
This gave mc some hopes that she received the letter kiiid- 
t^j and that I should hear from her socui* 

I observed she sat by the fountain very intent upon her 
book, which did not mucli please me. In about a quarter . 
of an kcHir \\vc got up and came towards the grecn-iioustt 
rC 2 
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Again. When I saw her coming, I ran down stairs and 
fixt a pack-threud lo the top of the window, for fear, if she 
«hou1(] take courage, and come to that side;, not seeing the 
pack-thitad, she might be startled, and persuade herself 
there was noUung in it. I had placed it, and got up to my 
peep-hole before she had reached the south side, put 
coming close to the wall, I could not see her, by reason the 
f malhiess of the hole cut off my sight- But in Irss than 
a minute 1 discovered her walking back again, and some* 
times turning lo view the place of my .retirement. As 
soon as slie l«ad got to the top of the walk, (for 1 had noC 
power to stir before,) I went down, and puHing in the [Mick- 
thread, found a piece of paper tied to it. I untied it with 
'^ great deal of expectaiion aiid impatience, and found these 
woixk, wrote with a pencil, upon a clean leaf of a book^ 
wlvich I suppose she had torn from that she had been read* 
ing in. 

*' I was much surprised when I perused a note I found ^ 
in the walk of the garden, as believing it directed to me. 
1 confess I am a person in distress, but I know not how to 
take the word of a stranger, and one 1 never saw ; who 
perhaps is no more than a spy upon my actions ; and wjiat 
the note contained may be by order of him who pretends 
to tyrannize over me, because I am in his powey ; and 
seeks this way to find out my inclination, for pretences to 
use me worse. Therefore, I'll cxpict a farther assurance 
in half an hour, from the same place ; and I'll take an op- 
portunity to convey my real sentiments back again.*' 

The joy I felt at reading this note, cannot be expressed 
by wor<ls. I sat down and wrote the following answer : , 

MAPAM» 

To tell you the motive to serve you, may convince you 
of my sincerity, which I'll let alone till I have the favor of 
speaking to you, if ever I am so happy. You have heard, 
jao doubt, of the person that the master of this house bro't 
from Sallee, who is the same that is wilhng and proud to^ 
•serve y©u. IJy him that djed upon the cross for our sins, 
I am sincere in what I wrote to you ; and if I cannot serve 
you, it win be the greatest grief tjiat can happen to one who 
shall ever be your's. , . -R. ^. 
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When I had ^v^ote thisj I went to the usual place, and 
saw my charmer very near me* I threw it down as before ; 
she readily took it up, and walked back again, tearing the 
note when she had read it, as she did the former, and went 
into the house. Just as she was got within the gate, the 
other eunuch came out ; {not my friendly eunuch), and as 
^ he was walking along^ I observed him picking up the pie- 
ocs of the torn notes. If any one had observed my coun- 
tenance at this action, they might have discovered the ut^- 
niost confusion there, I thought we were certainly undone, 
and could not tell how to behave myself. I sometimes re- 
pented of the affair, but yet I always found my concern 
was more for her whom I loved, than for myself. As soon 
as he had picked up all he could findy he returned with my 
heany curse, and wishes that he might be obliged to awal* 
low them down his throat for a penance. 

I do not know when 1 should have recovered out of mj 
fit of cwifusion, if the sigbt of my bliss had not done it. 
She went to the fountain, &at her down upon the margin^ 
and spent some time there, then rose and made to my ap- 
partment ; she took two or three turns with a book in her 
hand, but at last went out of sight as before. I staid till I 
saw her in the walks again, and then ran down, where I 
found another writ with ink, as follows : 

" I am convinced of your sincerity, and shall wholly rely 
upon your endeavors to help me. If we succeed,, and get 
our liberty,. 1 have it in my power to reward you, when we 
anive in England. As we are ,two unhappy persons, I 
should not be displeased to see the man that I owe an obli- 
gation to, even in his intention to serve me. I have liberty 
enough, I mean as far as my bounds, and ^am not over 
closely watched. The captain who took me prisoner, has 
hitherto used me very civilly, and is only troublesome when 
he tells me he loves me. I have kept him from being too 
violent, by shewing him a little civility sometimes, but how 
long he wilLcontinue within the limits of modesty, I can- 
not tell* 'Tis that makes me dread his presence, and the 
sooner I am put of his power, the sooner I shall breathe 
the air of content ; which is the wish of 

Your humble servant." 

At the reading of this paper, nay heart ran over with 
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contentment ; and had it not been fbr the fear of what would 
happen about the pieces of the letter that were picked up 
by the cut*sed eunuch, I shouldnot hare known how to have 
contaifke^ my transports ; but the thought of that, like wa- 
ter in a fire, datppt my joy. I passed my time between 
hopes and fears, llli mjr eunuch came to sup with me. I 
had toni my letter into many pieces, and had disposed of 
all the fragments that had any writing on it ; but two or 
three smaH bits of plain paper lay under my foot. As soon 
as ever my eunuch spied them, he picked them up, and 
said, I did not do well to tread upon paper ; for, added he, 
if Achmet had seen you (meaning the other eunuchj he 
would have been in a strange passion. He 'has chid the 
lady that my master brought home last, very severely^ for 
throwing pieces of paper about tlie gai*den, well knowing 
it could be only she that had done it, because the rest were 
all Mahometans, and knew the virtiie of it. I asked the 
reason of all this bustle, about a thing we Europeans put 
to the most servile uses. He told me, with some intreaty 
at last, that all true Mussulmen have a great deal of regard 
fbr bits of paper, because the name of God, of their pro- 
phet, may be wrote upon it ; and they Aave a tradition, 
that when they are all called out of purgatory at the day of 
judgment, to be inhabitants of the ever-blessed mansions, 
there wilj be no other way to c«me to their prophet Maho- 
met but over a large red- hot iron grate, which they must 
walk over bare-footed ; and therefore, upon the instant as 
they are going to step upon the grate, all the pieces of 
paper they have picked up during their residence in this 
world, will run and place themselves, of their own accord 
under their feet, so that they will be enabled to get to their 
prophet without much difficulty. This whimsical story set 
my heart at rest, aiKl we supped cheerfully, emptied our 
fiask of wine, which held two quarts, ftnd took our leave. 
I went to bed, and felt such a calm in my m'md, that I did 
not lie long awake, but continued sleeping till ten o'clock 
~ the neUt day. 1 was surprised, and vexed L had^rested so 
lon^j when I considered perhaps that I had Ipst sight of 
siiy love. I dressed myself, and took a walk in the garden, 
iindin^ the coast clear, as I thought. The sun being preity 
warm, I retired to a little shade made by a few laurel-trees i 
but w&s osruch surprised to fioid ber that w&» even in cay 
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thoughts, sitting under the shade in a thoughtful posture* 
Ske turned her head at the noise I ma<le in approaching 
her, and was running away* I plucked up (virith Inuch 
ado) courtage enough to speak to her* Madain, said I, I 
■would not have you be under any apprehension. If I had 
known you had been here, 1 would not have disturbed you. 
I will only infornn you, that I am the person that has vow- 
ed to serve you to the utmost^of my power. Sir, answered 
she, I am not at all displeased with' this interview, which 
is merely ciiance; on the contrary^ I ain pleased to see the 
pei'son whom I once hope to be obliged to for my liberty, 
^d wish we could often meet, that we might consult about 
the means. Madam, answered I, if you will condescend 
so far, I do not doubt but to find opportunities enoughs I 
lold her of my plot with the eunuch ; and 1 had some hopes 
it might produce something. She approved of my design, 
a?^d my conduct hitherto. She added, that she would take 
lioldof all opportunities to walk in the garden (^ere Ihad 
inforinecl her I could see her without being sicen;). and so 
we pai'tcvl for fear of being discovered. She went into the 
house, and I went back to my dwelling, and in Jess than 
half an hour the captain arrived. He came to fetch me to 
dinner, and told me I woiiied by magic, or 1 could never 
have done what I did. He told me he thought himself much 
obhged to me and tlud I should find it. I answered him I 
was convinced it was but my duly to serve him witii every 
thing in my power, and that if he pleased 1 wguid make 
farther improvements. He made me a great many com* 
pliments iuhis way, and declared he would leave it to my 
better judgment. 

By tnis time dinner was ready, iCttd I was ordered to sit 
down at table with him (for though he. had lurned Maho» 
Hietan, yet he ate as we do in Europe, not on the ground 
upon carpets as the Asiatics and Africans do.) Wt* had 
^r dinner dressed after the English faahion, and we diaiik 
plentifully of his Greek wine. He told lAe he had a dis- 
pensatiofi fmra the Mufti to drink wine, and smiled. 1 im- 
swered, I believed the crime pardonable by Mabonxct, if 
it was draiik with moderation. For my pin, 1 don't think, 
Said I, religion consists in castigalicn and penance; and I 
am convinced that an upright man, let hiiw be Jew, Turk, 
or Christian^ nuy find his way to hea'ven. We had sevc- 
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better tb wait for her consent than to force her. So far, 
said I, I thiiik you aro in the right; and further, added I, 
you may continue her aft'ectlonas ]on^ as you thh^ fit, by 
now and then adding some of 'the chemical dwps into .any 
liquid she shall drink, after she has takep the first pre- 
scription- 

The captain seemed mightily pleased Mjth my project, 
ai^d asked me what the charge would be.. X an«wer;ed, I 
feared it MiiouUi be about two hundred pounds ifi this counr 
t>y, though it would, be much cheaper in £Hgland, where 
ihe thirds that I should want were easier to be had : but I 
told him I' could not give a just account of the charge till t 
saw the pi'ices of the things I should trant. I told him I 
\Tas afraid 1 should find it a difUcult thing to get a still, for 
that was the first thing I should want. He answered me, 
he did not question but 1 should easily procure every thmg 
I wanted for money; and he would takeoare I should not 
stand in need of that. He. farther told me, that several 
Jews in Sallee had all maiuier of drugs, and he believe^ 
livery thing else tliat I should want. j- 

for fear of the worst, I told him,l sliould n0t want my 
^Irugs th(;se fifty days, though I should want the still imme- 
diately, and liberty to go int® the neighboring woods in the 
jiight-fime, seeing there were several herbs that I must 
gather by moon^h^ht, and vyhen the moQU was in its full, 
m the increase or decrease, ac^oixling to the nature of the 
herb I wanted. He told nie I should have all the liberty I 
required, not suspecting I would m^ke any wrong use of it. 
I told him,- to be more secui!e, he might send who he 
thought fit to gu%r<I me. • No, i^turned he, I'll leave you 
to yourself. IJut you may tak^ who you will with you, of 
my serv^ts^if you want their assistance. 1 told him I 
sh.oujd Siid^}^ \^ need pf sojpe of them somelimc^^ , Well, 
said he, you .sheUgpiup with me, and take what miMiey you 
have occasion for.nr-Saa^^Gprdingly we went into a little clo- 
set, where was a strong box vybich he opened, and took out 
two hundred and fifty l^panish pistoles ; said he, if there is 

' not enough you may bavie ^ore. I told him, 1 was assur- 
ed there was too much, Well, said lie, we'll reckon when 
the afiair is over* And because i^ ^viU he so long about, 

, I'll e'en take another cruising voyage Uiat I may not think 
the tfUA? tedious. I wa^ very gl^d to hear bim say sO| be- 
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cause I should have the better opportunity to woik my de- 
sign. Though I dissembled my joy, and tbid him I should 
be sorry for that, for 1 should often have something or 
other to give the woman he designed me to work upon. 
Well, said he, Mir^a shall take your directions. Upon 
saying this, he called Miiza to us ; Mirza, said the cap' 
taioj you must observe this person's orders ; whatever he 
conunands you to do you must obey with as much exact- 
ness as if you were serving me. This he told Mir-za in the 
Moorish tongue, hut explained it to me in English, Mirza 
also told me in French the commission his master had gi- 
ven him ; and, further added, he hoped I would often com- ' 
mand him to visit the wine cellar. I told him he should 
not want. I advised the captain to let rne go to town, to 
cjiquire for the still, as soon as possible, and to be known 
to those people who sokl the drugs. Why, if you wjll, re- 
plied the captain, we will go immediately ; upon which I 
C9nsented. He ordered a horse to be saddled for me, and 
I went into, the green-house to prepare myself; and luckily 
for me I did ; for I found a note fixed to the string, which 
my fair correspondent had taken the opportunity of leaving 
when she Malkecl in the garden by the captain's order. 
The contents were as follow ; 

SIR, ' - 

I TAKE this opportunity to acquaint you, that the tyrant 
captain is' arrived, and has given me twenty dsiys to con- 
s,ent to his abominable love. 1 hope you will believe me 
when I tell you, it lias almost taken away my senses. The 
time I fear is too short for us to effect our liberty ;-and if 
we do not succeed before the fatal day, I shall be the most 
rniserable wretch the earth contains, Let me hear from 
yoij. If you can give the least glimpse of hope %q lull my 
sorrows, fail not to ch.eer the heart of Your's. 

How lucky wasit f&r iiie ft) find this note • It might have, 
fallen into the captain's hands, and then we had been in a 
finie condition.. 1 had time to write but a short answer, 
which 1 threw on t^ie ground, and pulled in my string ; jt 
was this, Hojie every thin^ : nvrite no more tilt to-morrotv, 
I locked my door, and took, the key with me. 

When we were on horseback, our chief discourse was 
QODC^rbing charms, phiU^rs and witchcraft. 1 convinced 

D 
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liim lhtrre\««5 not' any such thing iiv the world ; andniy 
compound wasrthe only tJjing that could do what was de- 
sired. He aflked me if I myself had ever trkd the cx> 
porlmcnt. I told hin)>, more than once; and r<;lated Uie 
following talc to him off-hand* 

^ There lived in our neighborhood a rich old man, aqd 
very amorous, but deformed, to the last degi^ee. Hq W9^ 
round-shouldered, bi'oad^faced, hLear'-eyed, short^nosedrand 
his mouth as wide as his face wfts. broad ; a prettyt object 
at one should see. This oki gentleman fell in love, wttk a. 
very pretty woman, a mercer's daughter>oviei-ag;^inst hint;. 
. but ^e aeemed to be the vety ofiftprmg of pride» and to 
think nothing less than a lord worthy to be her husbandt 
being well assured her channs would. conquer every one 
thai looked upon her. She could* not bear-tbe thoughts of 
the old gentleman ; and whenever he talked o£ his passion, 
tneated him so ill, that he was almost distracted* I went 
lo» visit him one day, as I often used to do, for be^^re his 
lofvcfit hc^ wi** wont to be very good company^ and would 
nkake a& free with his deformity as aiiif body else would da; 
but I found him now in such, a condition,, that I began to 
|iity him. loused all the aitguments 1. was capable oA to 
bring him to reason ; but it was the same thing, as to- stenv 
a torrent. At last I called to mind this eUxir, which I had 
never tried before this occasion. 1 was pretty well con- 
vinced of its virtue from what I saw it was composed of, 
though the chief ingredient was calcined gold. 

f' This wonderful arcanum was found out by an uncle of 
Xtline, that had studied the secrets of nature sixty years. 
When he way dying, he called ine to him, and gave it rr.e 
in writing, with the most sacred conjuration that I should 
never reveal it, nor cause it to be wiote, till I thought my 
last hour was near, and to d^troy that which he gave me 
in ten days^ for fear it should be found out by accident, and 
that ten days would be sufiiciefit to ifuprint k in my mem- 
ory. I give it into your liand^ said my dying unck, b6*^ 
cause I ^nd thy understandii3g exceeds thy years, and thyr 
aversion for woman will never let thee ms^e an ill 'uscuof/ 
the invaluable secret ; and fuither added, that the cliarge 
would deter me from doing it upon any slight occasion. I, 
took it from him, with a sacred promise not to discloise -it 
^\\ on my. death-bed i for if my tuiclc hadrccovered Lmu&t 
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have delivered Jt up to him again j 4miI ^le expired in half 
an hour. 

" I so far pitied the okl gentleman, (and also harm^ a 
desire to try the experiment) that I told him I had it \r\ 
tny power to make the lady as fond of him as love <:oul(l 
K^ish, if he would jgo to the charge. He told roc he did 
mot value expenoc, but he had no faith in charms. I con* 
vmced him ai la^t, went to work, and accomplished my af- 
^ir. The quantity I made would serve an hundred year; ; 
fltnd I had a bottle in my trunk when I was trepanned aboarcU 
which, if you had had the good fortune tohirve tivktn, \\'Ould 
tove saved you tin^e and money. 

" When I had brought my old gentleman a bottle of my 
75t«fF, he seemed even then to hav^ little fi;ith in it ; bid [ 
4i#d him have patience ti-H tbe^trial. All he had to do was 
to convey about forty droj)6 in a: -glass of white wine, fast- 
'if^. That, said he to nte, will be a <ii4ficult thin;^. fur I 
know -she bates me; neither tvi^l -she stay in the company 
whePe I am. However, 1 told him I would do my ctidea- 
»or tofindan^ppor^nity. So rt)niered him to keep a small 
bottle in his 'breeches- pock-et <for it must be warmed -natu- 
Tally with the heat<>f the person's body that is to give it) 
«mk1 rntwo or three days,! prevailed upon a relation of mine 
:to invite -the kdy to drink tea with her. I acquainted n»y 
old l€Pr«r that he shouldcome in as by accident, and bring 
« pint of white wine as a taste ef a parcel he was to dispose . 
«f. Every -thmg happened ns desired ; the old gentttmaii 
came in, and got an opportunity of convey ing -some ^f the 
drops into ^a glass of wine ; and 1 had the satisfaction of 
eceing her di*ink it. This passed off, and we parted ; but 
the poor woman v\ less than ten days was distractedly in 
4cxve with tWc fAd "gentleman, who ttwk his opportunity, «i;- 
joyed her, and afterwards despised her. 
* - '•* tiow the nature of this^Irxir is, that if the dose is tK)t 
iwnewed every time the moon "ism th^fuH, the «'bjec^^>c- 
ioved will «ink into dull indifference a^in." 

My leaptftin told me ht thought I might hare tnade «jy 
fortune hy such a secret. I replied, 1 had forgot to tell 
*him, t4iat my uncle made that one 6f his articles, th^ I 
should hever -sell a drop of it ; and I assured him I \could 
airways keep my prombe. 

Our story brought us to town,' and I^as very moch pleas- 
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imracles of old ; it -was 4ove that roused me fiiDm supine 
fclavery ; for 1 must tmn once more, if it bad nol been for 
this fated passion I should never luive attempted any thing 
to regain my liberty. But even my love slumbered now 
imd then, that industrious diligence might w^ke, and I was 
resolved to put the design in execution with all the expe- 
dition imaginable, for fear of accidents. I went on amusinfc 
tb« house ^ith variety of wor4is for my preparation ; and t 
wa? continually ordering the slaves' to town, for one tking 
or other, to strengthen U^eir opinion. 

Mirza came to me ^soon after. At hrs approach, I did 
my endeavor to put on a countenance with little satisfaci- 
^n of mind, but lam apt to believe I did it but aukwardly i 
Por as the face is the index of the mind, I am of opinion 
A person of nice judgment and observation may discover a 
iialse passion, with as much ease as a Jeweller would dis* 
tingjuish the differctrt species of istonesr (if we may call ihetn 
so). Well, said Mira^, your fiery ^'al is over ; but I per- 
'eeirve by your countenance, your cl>agrin would wiHingly 
nvear off, if you would but suffer It. Why, truly, said I, t 
liave two different passions strugglifig in «jy mind, lihat Is 
joy and grief. I am pleased to think 1 shall succeed in 
thextiair 1 have undertaken ; and yet ^ieved tliat 1 must 
be 'Compelled to suffer the torment I endure t©4ielp the 
operation. Consider the rewaT^d, Replied Mirwa, th^ is to 
follow. I <ihanged the discourse, that I might rvbiht put to 
'the tiTDuble to speak sgainst my conscience any locger. I 
told him I slK>u]dbe oblig^ to go to townfor'salt water out 
of the sea, and other necessaries that I should stay for. 
Why, replied Mirza, you -may send for saltwater without 
4)eing «t the trouble of gping yourself. I told him I was 
-obliged to go in person, because I was to take it oat of the 
^*ea when the sun was ifi a particular althude* Nay, re- 
turned Mirza, I am only concerned upon my owb accourrt, 
Jfor I have -engaged 'Aehmetlo jdine with you to-day t^itha 
i^reat deal of t^^uble. Welli Answered I, Iwill not disap- 
point y ouv 1 11 stay one ^2ty longer to oblige you* He rc- 
'turned me many thanks for my condesc-ension, and went 
into the house to prepai'e things -acoomhngly. 

AH the wiule he ^vas absent 1 was x:ontriving my ^9cheme. 
Whtja dinner was ready, Mirza 'brought it in, accompimfed 
^ith Adimt^t. He had taikeir^^afe a* several times to-brtng 
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wine, and had placed it in a vauh in the green-hoi«e. Ach, 
met made his Moorish honors, and we all sat down. Minai 
begged I would call the \vine a cordial that the captain had 
given me. But I rnVght have called it hj what name I 
would, for Achraet did not understand me ; for Mirza^was 
my interprete-ir, and with muck i)ersu«ion we prevailed 
upon hinit to; taste it. But when he had drank oae glass, 
he seemed to like; it raightily, and soon asked for another ; 

I and; Id shorty pHed his. hand to his head so often^ that he 
wes obliged to get up> and pluycd such pranks, diuacediand 
sun^g) and; rolhid about, that it put us mr a fright,, for fear 
bomeone s^tould hear the noise he made ; which to rettie* 

~dy, I made him drink more,.tiilatliaat he ditoppcd down and 
ftill askep» We laid him upon my. bed, and did not intend 
to disturb him:* 

I told Mirza,.now: we had accomplished this great ai&ir^ 
I had a miud ttv go to town^ even then) fi^r tiae sua shone, and 
perhaps it might not the next day, and I was willing ta tak« 
the first iavorabie op])0£tumty*. Hq told me, what I pleas*^ 
edt now the job was done. Accordingly, horses and slaves 
yrtTt provided me, and away I \vent for Sallee. When I 
caA»e to town^ I fnund Mustapha ait home, wha congratu. 
latedme on the favor 1 hadc^i^ceived from hts master, aad: 
furthe* added^ that he bad given him full charge to obey 
me in. whatever 1 should command. I told him I should 
vna^t bis as«stancc immediately with a small boat, only he 
and I ; and I begged him to take his quadrant with him, 
for 1 should want his art a littje. Wctook the boat hefead 
provided me, and rowed out of the bay till we came to a 
small promontory, where I desired him t» take the deva- 

1 tion of the pole* When he had so done^ \pe laipedl water 
Snto a. vessel we had brought for that purpoae, and went 
home again. /F#om tiience 1 went to the jewi's, and beg- 
ged hft would, fiimish lue with' a Moorbh habit for nrty pro 
sent wear) for the peo^pleiof thecowntiy dosostare at mc^ 
&aid ly beingta difii<?rent dre!SS)from them, thfut it nt^akesxne^ 
ashantedic- He;proTided/iino with, a very handsome onCj 
which 1 packediupi careiiillyj that no on& should ofaseiive' 
what it was. I bought several ti^fles. of hira thau I haxi^no 
occasion: £□£) and at several times other npb habits.: Inrt 
one Uungi parttoularly that I Ixopfsd I sftiomldr wanl^ which 
\vasia pinlrx>S iiqiitd liBMtKiaimtiH^ 
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I went to Mustapha and ordered nay things to be got 
ready ; whilst that was doing I endeavored to sound him 
to know whether he had any thoughts about his hberty, for 
1 remerubered at our first meeting he declalcd himself, as 
I thought, very frankly : but in all his discourse now, I 
found him of a wavering uncertain temper, and therefore 
I thought it the wisest way to keep my design to myself, 
and go another way to work. I took my leave of him and 
went home. I unloaded my horses, and took particular 
c^re of my bundle of things. My salt water I put into 
shallow pans in the sun, which in a day's time produced 
small q^uantities of salt. I did not want to try experiments, 
yet I was pleased to seethe operations, ' ' 

I began to set my still to work the next day, but was 
soon interrupted in my progress by the hasty arrival of 
Mirza. Said lie, we have brought a fine house upon our 
. heads; yonder's Achmet, he will not be contented without 
more of the Franc»s corcjial. (The Moors call all Euro- 
peans Francs.) I asked him how he ordered him. when 
fee awaked, after I had left them : he told me, fee was so 
greedy after tlie precious Hquoir, that he drained the empty 
bottles; and he believed if Mahomet -liimsclf had made 
him a visit, and Achmet had got a bottle to his mouth, he 
would not Lave bid him welcome till he had seen the hot? 
'^tom. Well, said I, you know the liquor is not mine, but 
I'll stand by you in the consumption of it. Well, if you 
please then, said Mirza, we'll trouble you with our com- 
pany to-night. With all my heait, said 1 ; so we agreed 
to sup together. 

Mirza farthei' added, that the ladies had a mind to see 
my still at work. I told him tliey might do as they 
thought fit but I would get out. of the way ; and according- * 
ly he went to fetch them* I'he JVIoorish' women came 
down the walk in a.hasty mapner to observe it, but the En- 
glish lady come.ak)iie as usual. \h»A got on the other side 
of tjie, laurel trees, and took care t© appear in her sight^ 
As soon as shd saw. me, she cautiously . appat)ached me, 
and^told me softly she wanted to have a litlde talk with me. 
J. answered her we had an opportunity very favorable; 
and then let her know how the other wdmea were employ- 
ed, besides we bad the laurul-walk between uSy pipd out of 
sight from every body else.-n-She told me, die had some- 
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thing particular to mention to me. Said she, we shall cer- 
tainjy want money to accommodate us with many necessa- 
ries in our dangerous voyage. I told her what money I 
had saved for our design ; but that we should certainly, 
have* occasion for more, it we were obliged to go for Spain. 
That was one of the reasons, said she, Avhy I wanted to 
confer with you. It is in my power to procure a consider- 
able sum, and though it is not so much as I have lost by 
the captain, yet I have even a scruple to take clandestinely 
from him wji^t I may say is my own justly, I soon re- 
moved her scruples, and then she farther told me what 
was i» her power to take, was chiefly hi jewels, which would 
he better for concealment and cariiage than money. By 
this ttmeshe observed the other ladies coming towards her, 
which she informed \x\t of ; upon that 1 took my leave and 
absconded. When they were gone off the walks, Mirza 
came to release me, as he called it, and told me the ladies 
were mightily well pleased with the view of my work and 
materials. I told him I hoped they would not give me that 
trouble often. He answered, he would take care for the 
future. > 

Now the crisis^of my project was very near. I went to 
town the next day, and took Mustapha for more water ; and 
farther added, I should want him a niglit pi' two hence to 
procure water by moon-light. He wondered' at my pro- 
ceeding : but his master h^d told him I was something very 
ejctraordipary, and he suspected.me of magic ; but he also 
informed hini that i was usin^ my art for his benefit. I 
told him I had ;beveral materials to wash in the sea-water, 
at the full of the moon, (which was at that time,). and that 
^hen I should give him no farther trouble. From thence 
1 went to my Jew's again, and privately procured several 
sorts of dried provisions ; as ncats' tongues, biscuits, dried 
fish, wine, and a small puncheon of water, with several 
other necessaries, all to be ready at a moments warning. 

When I had provided every thing, I went home again, 
and got an opportunity the same day to speak with my mis 
tress. I desired she would be ready about twelve o'clock 
^t night, M'ith every thing she had a mind to take with her. 
She told me she could not tell how to escape the vigilance, 
of the eunuchs ; for, said she, they lock me'up every night 
when tliey ge to bed ; nay, every day, when they are not 

E 
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with me, I desired her to leave that to me. I invited 
Mir^a ^i^ Achmet to s\ip with me that night, for I told 
them I was obliged to sit up tO watch my work, being it 
was coming to a head, and that I was to go to town before 
day. They complied with my request with a great deal of 
joy : and the hour drawing near, they locked up the doors 
of the house, ?ind c^me with a great deal of contentment 
in their looks. We sat down, and I plied them with wine 
till they thought they had enough. For a finishing strokcf 
I desired them to drink one cup of a liquor of my own dis* 
tilling, which they soon compHed with. I went and fetch- 
ed a bottle of brandy that I had pi-ocured on purpose, in 
which i had conveyed a large quantity of laudanum, to be 
ready for this occasion. 1 gave them each a good large 
cup, which they swallowed, but did not very well like the 
taste. I told them I had distilled that liquor on purpose 
to keep the fumes of the wine (or cordial, as Achmet would 
have it,) out of the head. They were very well pleased if 
it would have that effact, yet desired another glass of wine 
to wash the taste out of their mouths ; which I complied 
•with. The liquor soon had its desired effect, and a pro- 
found sleep tocked up all their senses. With some fear I 
t©ok the keys out of Achmet's pocket, and went directly 
to the house, and at last found the right key that opened 
the place where my treasure was reposed. Though she 
found herself at liberty, yet she shook with timorous ap- 
prehensions. I encouraged her all I could) and brought her 
the disguise which i had provided for her* While she wasi 
getting ready, I retired out of decency, and got out my 
horses, and an Italian slavey whom I had two or three times 
taken to town with me. He understood a little French, 
and I had observed something in his countenance that spoke 
him worthy of a better fate. I had Rot once mentioned to 
him any thing of my project, for fear of a»y accident : but 
I had ordered him to We ready to go with me that night. 
Whcu'l came back, 1 found my mistress ready, and some- 
wha't impatient. I inform etl her she must submit to ano* 
thcr disguise. She asked me what that was. I took out 
a paper of ombre, and told her she must permit me to rub 
it over her face and hands ; which I did. But the pleasure 
of touching her in that gentle manner, perfectly put me 
in an ecstacy, which she observed j for I could not help 
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softly squeezing her hand. She did not seem displeased 
at my transport, but yet I thought the occasion she had to 
make use of me, made her bear with me. As soon as we 
were ready, we went out, I locking the doors, and leaving 
them as 1 found them. My mind was confused between 
hope and fear, joy and terror, and I did not doubt but the 
liidy v/as in a worse condition ; but all my talk was to com- 
fort her. When I had helped her on horseback, I called 
for the Italian slave, and we both mounted, for 1 v.'ould 
not let him walk on foot, as usaal. 

\Vhen we were got safe from the house, I began to ask 
the Italian slave several questions; as, where he was born, 
how long be had been a slave, and so forth. I found by his 
answers that he had no hopes of liberty, for he had sent 
several letters to his friends in Italy, but never coukl re- 
ceive any answer. Then 1 began to come nearer the mat* 
tcr, and gave him some hint of my design, but wiih tuis 
addition, even death should not deter me from the g>:eca- 
tion. He had hardly patience to hear me out, but begged 
he might share the same fate with me ; and if he got his^ 
liberty through my means, he should never forget the ob- 
ligation ; but i might be master of that life I should be the 
means of saviftg ; for, added he, to live in slavery is but 
to be always dying the worst of deaths. 1 soon found by 
h's manner of expressing himself, that he was sincere in 
what he said. At last 1 told him all my design, which he 
mightily approved of, and said every thing was so well 
concerted, that, with the blessing of Godj it could not 
miscarry. 

When we arrived at the captain's town-house, we found 
Mustapha waiting for me. I had considered we could not 
do without him ; yet I would not venture to mention our 
escape till we had him safe upon the sea. 1 ordered avcry 
thing into the boat, and, to hide my disguised lady, I told 
Mustapha that it was a young gentleman that had been bit 
by a mad dog, and I had brought him to dip him in the 
sea, at the desire of his friends that lived in the neighbor- 
hood, in the country, which was allowed to be the only cure. 

When we had gained the main sea, I began to open my 
design to Mustapha : but was somewhat surprised to hear 
hira call out for help. 1 immediately drew a pistol out of 
my pocket, (for I had procured several pairs,) held it to 
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his breast, and threatened him vrith death that iiionient, if 
he offered to open his mouth. I added, that we had gone 
too far to stop now : and 1 believe, if he had made any op- 
position, I should certainly have dispatched him. When 
he found resistance could signify nothing, he sat him down 
and wept bitterly. I was really soiry to sec him so much ' 
afflicted, and comforted him all 1 could ; and, to encourage 
him, I told him, as soon as we arrived at Magazan, (a strong 
port belonging to the Portuguese, upon the African coast), 
where I had designed to steer our course, he should not 
©nly^have his liberty, but I would reward him with fifty 
pistoles, for the pains he should be at. I farther added, I 
would not have given him this trouble, if I could have found 
a possibility of doing ^vithout him. He seemed to be sa- 
tisfied, ^nd promised us all the help he could. I 'told him 
"\vc would make the best of our way to Magazan, not being 
above twenty leagues south of Sallee. He seemed very 
much pleased our voyage was to be so short ; for the wind 
was fair, and we hoped to arrive at Magazan in two days-at 
the farthest. I had provided every thing that was neces* 
aury for a much longer voyage ; and when we had directed 
our coiirse, and were settled in our way, I desired the lady 
to take some refreshment, and compose her unsettled tho'ts, 
for we were now out of all manner of danger. I said this 
only to comfort her, for I was even in fear of the captain's 
ship, or some other Moorish vessel meeting us by chance : 
and the Italian put into my head another fear; that as I 
had declared 1 never was^it Magazan, nor did not know 
where it was situated, he w^s not assured but Mnstapha 
might steer his course to some place that was possessed by 
the Moors. I gave Mustapha a hint of it, with a promise 
of quick dispatch if he betrayed us : but he assured me 
there was not any other port between that and Magazan. 

After we had refreshed ourselves,! entreated the lady to 
acquaint us how she came into the power of the captain. 
Now we are something at ease, said she, obligingly, I will 
inform you with pleasure. 
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THE HISTORY OF Mas. VILLARS. 

xVl Y father's name was Villars, an eminent merchant of 
the city of Bristol. My mother died when I was very 
young, so that I could never know the loss of her. The 
care of my father atpned iw the want of my mother ; he 
gave me all the education that was proper for our sex ; but 
before I was sixteen my father died. The grief and sorrow 
I felt for his death was recooipensed by an estate of two 
thousand pounds a year, which he left entirely to my own 
clisppsal; besides several valuable jewels of my mother's. 
My fortune, I suppose, brought me many admirers : but 
as I was a stranger to love, I had no inclination to marry s 
yet being pestered so much with their company aud court- 
sliip, I retired to a country-house near the sea-side ; and 
as I did not care to see any of my suitors, so, whenever 
they came, I always left word I was gone abroad, or indis- 
posed : and in a little time got clear of their impertinence. 
I had the misfortune to be a woman of business, though 
young ; for my father had several vessels at sea. The cap« 
tain of one of the ships that traded to Turkey brought me 
a bill of lading, and I happened to please him (though more 
than I knew till afterwards.) In short, he fell desperately 
in love with me, but hearing my aversion to matrimony, 
^never declared his passion to me ; yet by bribes and pre- 
sents gained over to his interest a maid that lived with me, 
who for ft hundred pounds had placed him in a closet in my 
bed-chamber. I came and undressed myself as usual, anil 
went to rest ; but I had not been long laid, ere I found \ 
person pulling down the clothes, and attempting to come 
to bed to me. I was prodigiously surprised and frightened 
A9 any one would imagine. I called for help, but no one 
Cftitie to my as&istance ; for the maid had taken care of 
that. I got out of bed with much ado, and attempted (o 
open the door, but found I was locked in. 1 used entrea*" 
lies to the wretch (who was disguised in such a manner 
that I coHkl not know him, for he had got a mask on,) but 
all to no purpose: he seized me, and I was so faint. with 
struggling, that be was very near accomplishing his bar* 
twous design, -when my otlier closet door flew open (for I 
E 2 
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had one at each .en4 of the room,) and (lierecamc out ano- 
ther man disguised. My fear could not be well increased ; 
but I was in such a terror that I did not well know whether 
I was really alive. 

The person who came out last seized immediately the 
other, who let me go to defend himself. I ran to the door, 
and fear adding to my strength, I burst it open ; but how, 
or which way, I cannot remember. I ran to the maid*s 
chamber, and the noise and confusion we were in, alarmed 
the men servants. I had slipt on a gown ; and when I had 
got all th« men together, I told them the reason of the 
alarm. They immediately armed themselves, and ran up 
to my chamber, but the persons were both gone. In 
searching the room, we found a pi^ce of a mask on the 
ground, apd a handkerchief marked L. K. with stains of 
blood in several parts of the room. We colikl not imagine 
who they were, and I did not examine the bottom of it that 
night, but went to bed in another room very ill with the 
fright ; though not before I had given orders to two of my 
men-servants to watch at my chamber-door. 

I searched the closets of that other room, and under the 
bed, before I would venture. And it being a room where 
my father used to lie, it had a bar on the inside, so I and 
my maid went to bed. Notwithstanding my fatigue, frij^'hts 
and fears, I fell asleep, and when I waked in the morning, 
found myself very well. I began then to think reasonably 
of my last night's adventure, and easily judged that one or 
both of my maids must be in the confederacy, ibr my door 
never used to be locked on the outside before. I sent for 
all my servants up, men and maids, and related to them 
the night's adventure. But they brought me word that 
Mrs. Susan was not t© be found. I sent to examine her 
room, but 1 was informed all her things were gone. We 
all concluded, that she was the occasion of the last night's 
plot. I did not think fit to send after her, rejoicing I had 
escaped such a base conspiracy ; till going up into my own 
chamber, t found a diamond-necklace, a ring, my gold 
^vatch, and about sixty guineas in money, taken away ; my 
cscrutoir broke open, and a bill of five hundred pounds that 
was due, taken away. 1 immediately^sent to Bristol to stop 
payment, but.was told, that my maid had come, as from 
me^ for tlie money; and had received it several hours be* 
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fore. We made the strictest search we couUl for her, but 
all to no purpose. ' So 1 gave it up for lost. Six weeks 
passed on, and no news concerning my maid. One morn- 
ing as I was walking in my garden, a sailor brought nie a 
letter, which was to this purpose : 

MADAM, 

i HEARTILY Tcpcnt of my mfidelity to you. When I 
committed that base action, I took shelter on board of a 
ship that belongs to my brother, and now lies about six 
nViles off; where the bearer will conduct your ladyship, if 
you will lie so good as to come away immediately. The 
r^son of my repentance and sorrow (though a sincere one) 
is at the approach of death, by the accident of a fall down 
the hold of the ship, where I broke my left leg, and frac- 
tured my skull, so that I have been senseless for two days. 
But God granting me my senses again (though with the 
infonnation that I cannot live four-and-twenty hours) has, 
through his mercy, couvinced me, that to expect pardon 
from him, is to restore what is yours, with a sincere con- 
fession of the fatal night's adventure that corrupted my 
honesty, and will be- the cause of my death. And farther, 
if Heaven will grant me the blessing of seeing you, I may 
put you jn a way to prevent something of ill that may hap- 
pen to you. Your repenting servant, 

Susan PnircnARD. 
P. S. I beg you to keep it private : and to amuse your ser- 
vants that you bring with you, you may tell them you 
are going on board the Turkey ship, to see the present 
the Turkey merchants are sending to the Emperor of 
Constantinople. The bearer will conduct yow« 

Now I had heard of one of the Turkey fleet, that was ob- 
liged to put into the road by a violent storm ; and that it 
had a sedan, made with looking-glass, of a very curious 
workmanship, designed for a present to the Turkish Em- 
peror. ^ I asked the sailor several questions concerning th^ 
letter,^ and he answered me bluntly, he could not tell any- 
thing about it ; but there was a young, woman who had fal- 
len down their hold, and almost killed hei*self, and that they 
did not expect she cdMld ever recover. I resolved to go 
along with him, but to take two men-servants and a maid 
tvith me. I walked to the waterside^ wliich was about a 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



56 The Voyages and Adventures $f 

quarter of a mile from my house, and there I foiUid a ship's 
boat with eight oars, aBd veiy handsome. I stept into It 
with my servants without any hesitation, and put off. In 
about an hour and a half M^e came .along side of the vessel. 
They manned the side for me, and I wag handed up, and 
led into the cabin, where I found my maid upon a palJet-hed 
in one corner of it. As soon as she saw me, she attempt- 
ed to rise, but seemed not to have strength enough, and fell 
down again. I desired she would not put herself to any 
pain, but compose her thoughts, that she might be the bet- 
ter able to intorni me of what she had promised in her let- 
ter* Ol madam, she cried (with hesitation, sighs, and 
ready to faint every moment), you do not know what I feel 
at th^ sight ©f you- You bring into my remembrance 
the transaction of that fearful night, but 1 hope your good- 
ness will forgive me. I shall put into you hands what I 
have wickedly robbed you of ; and since I am going out of 
this world, I am assured your good-nature will prevail for 
my pardon. I told her I forgave her freely, and I hoped 
Heaven would do so too. She thanked me ; but said, she 
found herself so ill, that she entreatiid leave to rest from 
speaking a minute or two, to gather a little breath. 

I waited with some impatience, but she remained so long 
silent, that I really thought she had expired. Upbn that 
supposition, I called to her, and she answered me but 
faintly. Well, madam, said she, as I find you impatient 
to know what I have promised you, I will tell you as well 
as I am able. 

Captain Bourn had for many months a great passion for 
you, but finding you averse to matrimony, he tampered 
with me, and offered me such large sums ^f money that 
beat down all my guard of honesty, and overcame it quite* 
He gave me a hundred pounds, besides other valuable pres- 
cntsj to admit him into your closet, before you went to bed, 
which accordingly (dazzled with the lustre of the g6ld) 
I did. You know what followed ; and if he had not been 
prevented by the sudden appearance of another person out 
of the other closet, he would have compassed his design* 
Said I, eagerly, pray do you know who the other person 
was ? Yes, madam, returned the wench, it was Mr. Law-r 
Tence Kendrickj your former suitar and guardiati, conveyed 
Ihei-e ibr the same base intsnt by your ladyship's womain» 
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How ! cried T, amazed, are you sure of thatF'^Madam, pur- 
sued she, when you got out of the door, Mr. Kendrick seiz- 
ed upon Ml*. Bourn, and they struggled together some 
time ; but Mr. Kendrick's mask falling off, Captain Boufn 
knowing him cried, Is it you ? In short, they soon came to 
an ecclaircisemcnt,and wentdown stairs unpeweived by any 
of us in the hurry, where he declared to the captain, that he 
had prevailed upon Mrs. Ellis your woman, for a good suiti 
of money, to convey him into the closet, which she did, un- 
perceived of any. Thus, said I, may ill intentions be 
ever frustrated ! 

When she had finished, she begged me to have a little 
patience, while she got a little more strength, and she 
would restore me my money ap»d jewels* I was unwilling 
to wait long, yet thought fifteen hundred pounds too much 
to lose ; for my necklace, ring, and watch, were valued by 
my father at a thousand pounds. I believe I had been full 
three hours on board, and wanted to be at home again i 
and after she had kept silent some time, I made bold to 
disturb her once more. I called to her, and told her I had 
a great way to go, and was afraid of catching cold. $he 
begged I would ring a bell that hung by my hand, which I 
did, and the sailor came in that brought me the letter. Pray, 
"said the maid, is my brother ready to come in ? Yes, an- 
swered he, and has been on board this half hour. It is very 
well, said she. Upon that she raised her hand, and un- 
pinned a shutter, that fell down, and let light enough into 
the cabin, which was dark before ; but i thought her ill- 
ness was the reason of that. But, to my eternal amaze- 
ment, I saw her rise from the pallet as well as ever I saw 
her in my lifer Before I had power to speak, captain Bourn 
entered. I could not presently dive into this mystery. I 
hope captain, said I, at last, that you repent of your rash 
and bold attempt. Yes, madam, answt^red he, t!iat I did 
not succeed in it : but I hope I have it now in my power to 
finish my design. I asked him what he meant. He told 
me I should soon be hiformed ; and if I would not consent 
to hig embraces, he would certainly ransh me that very 
night. Upon this treatment, I began to call to my servants: 
but the faithless Susan told me they were taken care of, 
and safe ^shore. Yes, madam, replied the Captain, they 
are twelve miles behind us by tliis time ,* and desired I 
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would look out of the cabin window, which they had just 
before opened. I cast my eyes behind me ; and too soon 
perceived that we were a considerable distance from th^ 
land. I did not look long, for the sight soon took away my 
senses^ and I fell down in a swoon ; and when I came to my- 
self it was far in the night: but I was so faint and ill that 
my feeble limbs couW not support my body. Grief attack- 
ed me so violently, that it was thought by every body it 
would toon overcome rae. By next morning a strong fe- 
ver seized me, and all that I remembered for six weeks 
was, that I was put to bed, with the wretch that betrayed 
me to attend me. But the condition I was in, really wrouglit 
upon her, and produced a true conversion. She lamerited 
more than I, and cursed herself a thousand times. 

When I had i^covered my senses, I was reduced to a 
skeleton. And sure never one in my condition foupd any 
relief but death- But it pleased the Divine Being to work 
another miracle, and insensibly restore me to my former 
health of body, but a mind involved in the most cruel tor- 
ture, past imagination. 

When 1 found the maid's repentance real, I freely for- 
gave her. The captain during this time had never comfe 
near me, but only to enquire after my heaitli, at Susan in- 
formed me. But when he perceived I had regained my 
former health and beauty, as he called it, I was tormented 
with his beastly addresses. He told me, if I would consent 
to r^arry him, and forgive the crime he was guilty of, he 
would immediately steer for England,- which he could 
reach in a few days. I considered I was in a wretch's 
power, who, by what he had done alr^eady, would stick at 
nothing to gain his end**; I tl\erefore resolved to flatter him, 
by the advice of my maid ; whom, notwithstanding she had 
brought me into these distresses, I had taken into my for- 
mer favor. In one of bis troublesome visits, I told him, if 
he would immediately restore me to my liberty, I would 
wpon the instant make hiui my husband when we could 
procure a proper person to tie the knot. He answered me, 
that the only way to secure me to him, was to have pos»v 
session of my body before hand: and continued he, if you 
think the action criminal, 1 will soon cure your.consciencc 
by the licence of the church. For, said he, if yo,u intend 
>vhat you propose, you will easily comply ; and nothin^f 
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else will convince nae of your sincerity. I will give you one 
day to consider ©n it ; but, continued the wretch, if you 
refuse to submit ^y fair means, 1 to-morrow by force will 
enjoy you.^ So I leave you to consider en it ; and saying 
this,, left us in the cabin. I had desired Susan to conceal 
our reconcilement from the captain, which she artfully had 
done ; and in the disaourse, would often throw in a word 
or two in his behalf. 

When we were alone,! gave myself over to my sorrows, 
and thought of nothing for several hours but ray unhappy 
circumstances. We both continued silent a considerable: 
time. Nor indeed had I power to speak, though Heaven 
had endued we with that fortitude, that I had sooner re- 
solved to die than to submit t© his cursed proposals. I told 
Susan, that I had determined to put an end to all my sor- 
rows by death ; and when the fatal hour arrived of his li- 
mited time, I would plunge a knife I had conoealed for 
that design, into my bosom. This r<jselution once more 
renewed our grief, and we mingled tears together. We 
wept so much, that the fountaine of our eyes were dry, 
and we again remained silent. At last Susan broke it, with 
a speech to this purpose : 

** Madam, in the confusion of my thoughts, I have chose 
out one that has some probabihty of success ; it will at 
least convince you of my repentance, and the desire I have 
to restore you to that peace I have barbarously broke» 
The captain yet thinks me in his interest, and if we can 
contrive it, I'll submit to his loathed embraces in your 
room, which shall be managed in this manner. Xo« shall 
treat with him upon it to-morrow morning. The articles 
shall be these : That he shall come in the dark, and stay 
no longer than one hour with you ; and that he shall* not 
again repeat the familiarity, till you are joix:ied by the priest." 

I must confess this proposal gave me a dawn •f hope ; 
and if we could but succeed in it, I should not fear his far- 
ther passion, when we were landed : For I knew it was ea- 
sy to find protection when once on shore in England, and I 
thought the contrivance feasible enoifgh ; for we were 
muck of the same age, and no perceived difference in our 
' make, at least in the dark. 

She Ijeft it to me to manage : and I resolved to put on a 
more composed countenance at the captain's next visit, 
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which was soon after, though he had given me a longer 
lime to consider. When he came in, he begged my fiar- 
don for interrupting me, but he came to make* me a pre- 
sent, he said, and put a little box into my hand, desiring I 
would open it ; which I did, where I found my jewels and 
money. I restore you that, madam, continued he, ancl 
would not willingly be obliged to you for any thing but your 
person ; and even all your fortune shall be at your own dis^ 
posal ; and the moment you consent to my desires, I will 
deliver you a paper that shall oblige me to sign whatever 
terms ytm shall think fit to make me. I paused a shoit 
time, but indeed it was to think what my tongue should 
utter so foreign to my heart. 

Captain, said I, you take the only way to gain your point ; 
and 1 must confess this shew of generosity, though it is in 
your power to force them fiom me again, seems a little to 
lessen the ill opinion I have reason to bear against you^ 
If you please to allow me on^ half hour to think a little, I 
will give you my final answer to night. He seemed very 
much overjoyed at my discourse, and shewed it in an ex- 
travagant, impolite manrter, thanked me, and went out. 

I did not Wifht that time to prepare what 1 hadto sayi 
but I thought it was better than to come into it on a sudden. 
The time expired, the captain came in with an expecting 
face. I bade him sit down ; which 1 found by his counte- 
nance he took as a good prologue. Sir, said I, I have 
fully considered every thing ; and if you ^lpll comply with 
a few articles, you shall have possession f f what you de- 
sire to-night. Articles, Madam, I will sign to a blank, re- 
plied the brute, if you please. 1 told him they w ere only 
t-crbal ones; First, said I, I will have no light in the room j 
secondlyi you shall stay with me but an hour ; and lastly^ 
never to e^tpect any more favors till we are lawfully mar- 
ried. — Madam, feturned the captain, you so overjoy me, 
that I do not know where I am ; 1 will pomply with all your 
articles ; and you have mafle mc the happiest of mankind. 
He said a great deal more fulsome stuff, that was as naui 
seous to my ears as a plague-sore to the sight. He now 
left us, with a hope I would not long defer his happiness. ^ 
It was well I was in a dark corner of the cabin; for had I 
been in the light, he would have perceived the confusioiii 
in my countenance. 
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The baled hour drew near, and Susan, with a sincere 
grief, and tears running down her cheeks, laid hersejf in 
the captain's loathed bed. I was really grieved at the sa- 
crifice she was going to make me, fori was convinced shQ 
fead no loose desires about her- The captain entered in 
the dark, and was as happy as a false imagination could 
make him. I must confess, I was in a thousand frights 
and fears lest the girl should have been discovered ; but 
every thing succeeded too well ; and the captain rose with- 
in his limited time, and went out. ^ 

As soon as he was goiae, the poor creature got up from 
her guilty scene. Well, madam, said she, all drowned in 
tears, I hope I have convinced you, tho'to my eternal cost, 
of my repentance and sincerity ; but I hope Heaven will 
pardon me, and not lay the crime to me or you, wlien fa- 
tal necessity was the only cause. I gave her ajl the com- 
fort I was capable of, an4 told her I did not think it impos- 
sible to oblige him to marry her, when we had him in our 
power on shore; and that formality would obliterate all 
melancholy thoughts. How? replied Susan. No, madam! 
though 1 have done all this, yet it was only to serve you ; 
ind before I would be his wife, or indeed any man's wife, 
1 would submit to the most sex'vile offices of life to support 
it: and if the captain knew how we had deceived him, and 
would offer to marry me to atone for his fault, X eould not 
consent, for 1 loathe the very thoughts of him. Well then, 
Susan, said I, when we have overcome all difficulties, and 
worn off the remembrance of pur sbfierings, I will settle a 
competency for 'life, that shall put thee above all fear of 
>vant. Madam, replied Susan, that is all I shall desire ; 
^nd then i^ill go to some corner of the world, live re- 
fired, and repent of all my past crimes and follies. I told 
her she needed not do that : she might, notwithstanding 
yvhat was past, live with me. NO) madam, that can never 
be, repHed Susan, for you must of Heceasity, to clear your ^ 
own reputation, divulge the secret, and then with what 
confidence shall \ be able to look upon any one I I told her, 
it would be estc^emed as an action wholly virtuous, without*^ 
one spot or blemish. All I was_ capable of saying could 
not alter her resolution; but she pei;sisted in retiring from 
the wotld, and living recluse ; and 1 desisted from speak* 
ing any more upon thq subject. 
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It had been much happier for us Moth if we had never 
entered upon the argument; for we had nqt remained si- 
lent a moment, before the captain entered, with a light \x\ 
his hand, and the utmost fui7 in his countenance. Thou 
devil I said he to Susan, and hast thou betrayed me, wretch, 
after what I have done for thee ? but I shall study some 
way to have ample vengeance on thee. And for you, ma- 
dam, I shall give you still the same terms and time I first 
proposed : but that past, expect noi the least hope, for I 
will enjoy you, though the moment after, deatli should 
fceize me. When he had done speaking, he went out: but 
it was 'a considerable time ere we came put of our surprise^ ' 

Wc were convinced that he had listened and overheard 
. fkU our discourse, though wc spoke but spftly ; and we 
jfeared to uttev our thoughts to one another, as imagining 
he would overhear us still- But Susan at last broke ou^ 
m these words: Good Heaven 1 1 hope the punishment I 
am bound to suffer will atone for all my. offences ! If it will 
make my peace with thee, I'll undergo all the torments in 
the worjd in that blest hope !-^— I had not words to conifort- 
her, for the thought cf my own condition tied up my tongue ; 
but the paiii of thinking, nothing could exceed? I prayed 
to God to bring me out of this misfortune, or give me 
strentjth of reason to suffer with patience a dissolution from 
this world. When Susan heard me, she told me she coujd 
©ee no path to lead us through this labyrinth of misfottunesi 
but through the gate of death; and, added she, since we 
itmst die once, the sooner we leave this troublesome world) 
the sooner we shall find rest. 

Death still bore to, me a frosty sound : however, I soon 
resolved upon it ; but the manner of it was what most con- 
founded me. At last, we both thought of drowning, and 
had resolved, whenever the captain came to accomplish 
^is wicked intent, to throw ourselves out of the cabin-win- 
fiow. Will you so ? said the captain (who had-overheard 
us again, for grief had taken all caution from us) but I will 
soon prevent that. He immediately took a hammer and 
nails, and nailed the shutters so close, that it was not in 
our power to undo them. After he was gone, we spent 
the night in prayer ; and just before the morning dawned, 
We understood by the rocking of the ship, the noise of the 
sailors, and the Ipudness of wind, that we were in a prodi- 

Digitized by VnOOQlC 



Captain Robert Boyle. 6i 

gious siortn. This gave us hopes that the ship would be 
cast away, and that God h^d heard our prayers, and would 
pot let us lay violent hands upon ourselves. Nay, deceiving 
hope was ready to enter our thoughts that we might be 
cast away upon shore, and receive assistance when we least 
expectedT it. The storm lasted the whole day, and part of 
the next night; but as it sensibly abated, so our fears in- 
treased- The captain gaveXis another visit. Well, said 
he, madarh, I hope you'have had sufficient time to consi- 
der of my proposals ; and I am now come for my final an- 
swer. Said I, Heavt'.n has given you an answer by raising 
the storm ; and if you have the least notion of a Divinity, 
yoir will find it was his voice that spoke to you ia that tem* 
pest, to desist from such a base attempt. Nay, madam, if 
you can preach me from my design, preach on, in God*s 
name. Wretch that thou art ! said I, how canst thou 
mention that sacred name^ and yet have such thoughts as 
he abhors ? I fancy, madam, replied the brute, your lady* 
ship feels the influence of the moon, and for fear I should 
catch the infection, I will leave you for a while ; but with 
a word, by the bye, if you do not consent the next time I 
come, by Hell, (since you will not let me mention Hea* 
Yen) I will not only ravish you, but every sailor in the ship 
shall do so too, if they think tit; and 1 believe they are 
sharp enough set to fall upon worse food than I shall set 
before them. 

He said a great many more gross things, that would on* 
ly become his mouth to utter: And to convince you^ mad- 
am, that I will do what I say, said he, I shall begin with 
Mrs. Susan : Come, mistress, said he to her, now I have 
had the first cut of you, I'll let my sailors go to dinner. 
With this he forced us both to the quarterdeck, and called 
all the seamen about him: Here^ my lads, said he, 1 hav^ 
but two dainty bits, and I'll give you one among you, that 
you may not think I am over greedy. The sailors stared 
upon one another, and did not well know what be meant, 
till he told them in terms plain enough, with promises of 
reward to him that should prove the greatest rogue, Susaa 
ffll upon her knees, and entreated them not to take patteru 
from their barbarous captain, but to pity a poor unfortu- 
nate woman, reduced to the fatal necessity of living no long- 
erv Some of the sailors mgd^ sport with her misery^ 
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I told him how the captain had deceived tae, in telling me 
we were not six days from the English coast. 

Susan's joy cannot be expressed at our happy deliver- 
ance ; and you may be assured I was as well pleased as slie 
was, though it did not appear outwardly so much ; besides^ 
I considered the mutability of the things of tliis^ world ; 
and we were soon taught, by experience, the Uncertainty 
of human affairs; for before the evening we were chace^d 
by a rover, who soon came up with us, and took us; after 
an obstinate resistance ; though we did not lose one man but 
the barbarous captain, who was killed in the place of his 
confinement, without being in the action. 

The captain of the rover was the same we have now 
'made oiir escape from. He never would tell me what be- 
came of Susan and the crew. Madam, said Mustapha, I 
can inform you: she and all the crew, were ransomed for a 
thousand pounds, and their ship given them again. They 
did their endeavor to ransom you, but to no purpose, for 
thev never could learn what was become of you. 

Mrs. Villars thus ended her relation; only added, that 
the captain fell desperately in love with her, and would ne- 
ver hear of her ransom ; though he treated her with decen- 
cy, allowing her every thing but liberty ; with the conve- 
nience of a study of books, which the captain had procured 
by his piracy; and even left in her closet her jewels, and 
other things of value, that he had taken out of the ship. 

When Mrs. Villars had finishodher story, I returned 
her thanks for the trouble I had given her. Sir, replied 
she, thanks will not recompense me for the pains I have ta- 
ken. I shall denpand the same satisfaction from you. I 
told h^r I should readily obey her commands; but 1 h^^ 
ged leave to give her the relation in French, that our Ita- 
lian might partake ; for T design, with your leave, to insist 
on the same from him. Sir, answered the lady, I would 
have related my unhappy story in that language, if you had 
given me the least hint. But, however, I will go once 
more over again, if you please, in French ; at least the 
chief circumstances, that we may more engage the per- 
son to declare how he has shared the same fate with us. I 
begged she would g^ive me leave to take that trouble, if it ^ 
were only to let her see I had imprinted in ^y memory 
what concerned her so strongly^ that I coukl repeat ever^ 
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circumstance. She gave me leave to proceed ; on which I 
told her story over again in French lo the Italian- When I 
bad fii;iished, she gave me thanks i^or the pains I had ta- 
ken. Thougii I had not been so long in the relation, yet I 
made up the time in descanting upon her danger and hard 
fate, that a lady of her birth, beauty, and estate, should 
be so far forsaken by fortune as to be reduced to wretched 
slavery. 

I then began my own story, from my birth toourpresent 
state. Though in what related to my passion for the lady, 
I did not directly explain ; yet I gave her hints enough to 
understand she was the idol of my soul ; and though love, 
like hope, does oft deceive us, 1 thought my obscure de« 
claration did not displease her. 

We then desired the Itahan to proceed in his relation. 
He sighing told us, he was too much obliged to me to re- 
fuse me any thing, though it would call to his remembrance 
transactions that would bring tears into his eyes. After 
some pause he began to this effect. 



Tnii Sroxr of tuE ITALIAN SLAVE. 

JL WAS born in the city of Rome, renowned for its gran- 
deur and antiquity, and I may say, without boasting, of a 
noble family, but had the misfortune to come last into the 
world, and the youngest of five sons and two daughters* 
My father had a plentiful fortune, but before his death he 
iiad much weakened it, in giving doweries to my two sisr 
ters, who were both married far above their fortunes, tho^ 
not equal to their birth. But riches now balance every 
thing, and weigh down birth and humble virtue, and he 
that has most gold is the greatest man. 

We lost our mother in our early days, and my father 
followed before I was ten years old, having settled ail h\i 
estate on his eldest son, to keep up the grandeur of tliQ 
name, and left three brothers of us to depend on him. 

My father in his life-time gave us an education suitablo 
to pur birth and family ; and my brother, to give him his 
due, comjleated us. Two of my brothers he procured posts 
in the army for, who both lost their lives in one glorious 
campaign. The other died youfig« 
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It was imagined by every body that had the privilege to 
think for me, that their deaths would be of no small advan- 
tage to me ; and it had for some years the appearance of 
it. My brother had attained to his thirtieth year, without 
once thinking of marriage^ But an advantageous match 
being proposed, it was thought convenient for him to pur« 
sue it. The lady that was designed for him he had never 
seen ; but he was informed she was young, rich, and beau- 
tiful. He was brought to the sight of her, and fell violent- 
ly in love with her at the first visit, and his passion increas- 
ed every moment. The day was fixed for their nuptials by 
the father of the lady, which was t« be the Easter follow- 
ing. 1 had attained to my eighteentJi year, and no provi- 
sion' made for me ; and it was thought that this match 
would not bring me the least advantage. 

One day my brother told me, he had procured Qie«the 
post of captain of the Pope's guards; and though h was 
beneath my birth, yet I was pleased with it, that I might 
have the means to subsist, without being subject to the ca- 
price ef fortune, and the dependence of a brother of an un- 
certain temper. My brother having some urgent affairs, 
that called him hastily out of town, he gave me a letter 
to deliver to his mistress, which was to excuse his sudden 
departure. 

As soon as he was gone I went to execute his commit 
•ion; and being known to be the brother of the intended 
husband, had the liberty of presenting the letter to the la- 
dy's own hands. But what misfortUMes did that interview 
cost me! I no soener saw. her, but I lost my heart; and the 
regard I owed my l)rother was of no force against her 
charms. I observed she perused the letter with indlfTer** 
ence, which did not displease me. Yet I so far overcame 
my growing passion, as to add something to the excuse 
my brother had wrote. I observed, in our conversation, 
that the proposed alliance was n«t very pleasing to her i and 
she at last frankly told me, duty, more than inclination^ 
would make her comply with it. I told her, were my brtj* 
ther's condition mine, and I had been acquainted With 
her sentiments, I should not have the fortitude to support 
jny ill fortune: yet should have so muchregaill forheCf 
whatever were my trouW«s, not to be obliged to duty, but 
^inclination. 
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• She tald me, with a rising blush, those espousals never 
prospered where the hand could not bestow the heart. I 
agreed with her sentiments ; b«t added, I feared her heart 
was already given where she could not bestow her hand* 

Sir, said she, I have ever been a friend to plain-dealing, 
and truth appears so amiable to me, that 1 neither will, nor 
can deny it you. O happy man, cried I, whoever thou 
art! Fortune has shed hei happiest influence on thee, and 
it is not in her power to make thee miserable, when blest 
with so much consenting beauty. Sir, returned tha lady, 
the person you esteem so happy, is ignorant of my inclina- 
tions for him, and fear will^make me conceal the secrets 
and the chief reason why I disclose it to you, is, that you 
would inform your brother; for, added she, with tears, if 
I am forced to wed him, I shall be forever miserable. Her 
grief touched me to the heart, and she observed the sor- 
row in my face* I perceive, said she^^ the love you bear 
your brother affects your breast. Madam, said I, sincd 
you have made me this frank declaration,! also will be free, 
and utter all my heart ; the grief you see rising in my face, 
is owing to the torments of my soul. The very mo- 
ment I beheld your charms, love shot me with the sharpest 
pointed dart, and ail the hope I have is cold despair. She 
observed my declaration with a great deal of satisfaction, 
and remained silent some time, viewing me stedfastly, upon 
which 1 cast my eyes upon the ground. Sir, said she (with 
an unconfirmed voice) I hope you are sincere in what you 
say, for the supposition of it will draw another secret from 
me,' which is this : The reason why I cannot love your 
brother is, that I have long since given my heart to— you : 
the first time I saw your fece, it left its peaceful mansion of 
repose, and fled for shelter to a stranger's breast. The 
joy I felt at this free declaration so ti*ansported me, that I 
knew not whether I dreamt or no; but being convinced of 
the reality, I threw myself at her feet, and uttered all my 
tongue could express flowing from a sincere heart. She 
told me she resolved on death before she would consent to 
wed my brother ; and informed me also, that her passion had 
been increasing upwards of two years. The first time she 
saw mci was taking leave of my brothers, when they were 
going to that campaign from which they never reiLn*ned. 
Ill siiort, we were as much in love as ever any two were. 
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eian* had ordered her to be let blood, and that she wa« in 
a danger.ou!s fever, and her father designed to send her into 
the country the next day. I was mightily pleased that he 
was deceived as well as the father; and I did not doubt but 
ahe had persuaded the physicians to favor the deceit. 

Accordingly the next day she was conveyed in a litter to 
a country house of her fether's, two leagues from Rome, 
upon the river Tiber. I flattered myself, that. her being 
in the country would give me a fairer opportunity of con-- 
versing with her : But though I tried all the methods im^ 
agiftable, I could noi find the least glimpse of hope in above 
six weeks time. I was perfectly like a mad creature, and* 
all my friends particularly my brother^ took Boticd of ray- 
uneasiness. But I kept the cause of it entirely to myself. 

Any one that is a judge of love, £^nd has ever been ih my 
circumstances, may guess at what I felt. All 1 could learn 
of my mistress was, that she continued very ill. My minc| 
was tortured with a thousand imaginations ; sometimes I 
thought her false, and that it was her own desire which 
kept me from seeing her ; at other times I fancied she 
was«really indisposedt 

A month more slipped away, and Iwas as unlikely to 
see her then as at first. One morning my brother came 
into my chamber before 1 was drcst. He seemed over 
complaisant to me, and expressed a concern for the alter- 
ation of my tempe/. I fancy, said he, brother, that love 
has forced itself into your breast ; and lliat the object of 
your passion has no regard for the torments you endure. 
I excused myself to him, that love had no concern in my 
humor, but rather an inward indisposition of body. He 
said many kind things upon that occasion, promised to as- 
sist me all he could,' and left me. 

As soon as he was gone I dressed myself, and got on . 
horse-back, in order once more to try my fortune ; and I 
had taken a resolution to see my mistress, whatever har 
yard 1 should run. 

When I came upon the skirt of a wood, . within half a 
league of the place where I was going, I was suri'oundetj 
by a dozen men on horse-back, who, notwithstanding the 
resistance I made, got me down, bound me, ^nd carried me 
intolfie wood. I imagined them to be thieves, by their 
proceeding ; but they never once attempted to take any 
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thing from me, which altered my opinion ; f^^d I t>^gan to 
think they had a design upon my life. 

The state and uncertainly of my love made death look 
like a friend. 

They kept me in the wood till the dusk of the evening, 
thep clapt me into a litter, and travelled hard all night. 
The next morning I was put in^o a boat, and hurried on 
board a vessel that lay a^ league off at sea. As so©n as 
they had received me, they weighed and set sail ; the per-^ 
son that seemed to have the command in the boat, proved 
to be the captain of the vessel. 

They carried me bound into his cabin. When we were 
qilone, he gave me a paper, which I soon knew to be my 
brother's hand writing ; and in it an open letter, whose hand 
I could not tell by the direction.— Upon this the Italian took 
them both out of his bosom. See, said he, the fatal scroll 
>irhich has robbed me of all joy in this life, and which J have 
kept during my captivity. 

The first letter he read was to this eifect; 

<^ I will not call thee by the name of Brother ; that thou 
hast basely forfeited. But know, the hand^f Heaven hangs 
over thee, to punish thy unfaithful dealings with one wha 
thin^ks it the greatest curse on earth that our parents should 
be the same. The inclosed letter came Jnto my hands by 
the honesty of her who was commissioned to bring it tp 
thee ; who, abhorring thy guilty commerce with her un- 
grateful mistress, has discovered thy scene of villainy.' 
Now, after thou hast read this, prepare to suffer for thy in- 
gratitude ; an hour's space is tlie length of thy life, and I 
think death too small a rcycnge for the wroni^^ thou hast 
conimitted agkinst 

Fervando Jlvaxes.^* 

The other w^s as follows : 

" Te jivrqiffA JiVAJiBSf 
*' Life of my Hfc 1 1 have resolved to hazard everything 
to let you know the state of. my body and mind. Though 
body, life and heart are entirely thine, yet 1 fear death will 
rob thee of them. My counterfeit illness, that day you saw 
me,,(\yithout having^he happiness of speaking to each other) 
l>rougKt a real distemper upon tne, and my fever to«k away 
piy understanding. 1 hope I have not in my ravii>gs di%« 

G 
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covered the secret of my soul. The sight of your brother 
retards my health) and the hopes I have of my recovery is 
pnce more to see thee, thou dariing of my heart. I have 
prevailed upon qne of ipy vromen$ vith presents and proh- 
miseS} ^ho I hope is honesty to deliver th|s to thee. Our 
private meetings, I fear, will prtve fatal to me ; for I find 
6ur commerce, if I survive, will make me a mother ; but 
for fear it may touch roe more in what thou art to sufiei^ 
if known to be the father, death shall release thee from 
that danger." 

Upon the reading of these two letters, different passions 
swelled in my sQul* My heart was torn with agonies fpf 
l^er I loved, and my breast was fired with revenge against ' 
imy unnatural brother : for as he had shook off all bror 
therly love, I thought it was but justice I should do so too. 

I sat a considenible time in the utmost agony, not for 
fear oi death, for 1 must confess 1 had not the least thought 
about it. The captain of the vessel seeing me in that con* 
liition, spoke to me after this manner.^t^ir, though I am 
well paid by your brother to e^d your lite, yet 1 hav^so 
much comnas^ion for your sufferings, knowing your crim^ 
to be only fove, as tp mitigate your sentence ; I'll put you into 
f boat, with two men to conduct you, and every thing that 
shall be neces^ry, upon this CQpdition, that you will give 
me your word ^^ hopor not tp appear at Rome in forty 

1 thanked him for his kindness, gave him my word, and 
told him it was pot in fear of death, but only to disappoint 
ipy barbarous brother. Immadiately a bp^t w^s ordercc) 
opt, and every thing Uiat was needful for a month's voyage. 
My two men were paid for the voyage bef«re-hand, and ^ 
we left the ship. 1 ordered them to steer for Leghorn, 
because there 1 could be furnished with every thing that I 
wanted, from my sister, who had resided there two years 
with her husband, a nobleman of Florence. But the wind 
pot proving favorable, we were drove out pf our intended ^ 
f curse 'f and had it not bten for a French vessel, bound for ^ 
Malta, who took us up, we ha^ certainly perished. And 
happy forme, had it been my fate to have had a wave for 
my winding-sheet ; for two days after we were received 
pn board, a corsair of Jiarbar^ met with US| and took us 
all prisoners^ 
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I made no extracHxItnary appearanc^e, being I wa^ alvrays 
dis^ised wheti I w«nt to the house where Tby mistress M 
Indisposed. Hamet (the name of our Irish i^e^ado) va- 
iued my ransom but at two hundred pounds. I wrote to 
both my sisters several times, and laid before ihera my 
tinhappy condition, but never could hear from them ; so 
that i cither feared my letters luid miscarried, or they were 
willing to forget an unhappy Wretch like myself. Tho*, to 
iF>ay tiuUi, I never received any hard u«age from Hamet t 
therefore, if the t)iVine Being will faVor Us in our escape,! 
AYtll faithfully send htm my ransom. 



When he had ended his story, we condoled with oiiil 
another ; for our misfortunes had a resemblance. By this 
time the day began to dawn, and Mustapba told us w« 
fihould reach Magaaatt before night. Wt were ail mightily 
<iVerJoyed, because we expected to be a day longer on our 
voyage. 1 bcggtd the favor of Mrs* Villars to let me cleanse 
her face from the ombre; which she Consented to* 1 was 
iiiled with contemplation of her beauty, but wa» roused 
from thote pleasing thoughts by the appearance of sevcrsil 
lowring clouds that seemed to threaten us with a hurricimei 
frequent in those parts; and though they seldom-4ast long» 
yet they might have proved dangerous to our small vessel* 

Mustapha advised to make to shore, but I could by no 
persua^on agi*ee to that, but ordered him to hpld on his 
course for Magazan. But the tempest rose so suddenly^ 
^nd so violent, that we were obliged to leave ourselves to 
the mercy of the waves; and we did not know which way 
we drove, for the dai*k clouds had formed another night. 

Our boat was a new stout one, and bore the weather very 
well, but it fiightened Mrs. Vilhir&very much ; and I had 
no other regard but for her. The tempest conlinued near 
half the day, and when it grew calm, and cleai-ed up, we 
were not in sight of land* By good fortune 1 had provided 
a compass ; and I ordered Mustapha to steer due south, 
the course we kept before the storm began, which was be- 
fore the wind. But though we had sailed several hours 
sooth, we could not discover any land. Mustapha advised 
us to put to windward back, for he did D9t doubt but we had 
ove^hot Magazan in Uic stoiio* 
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We were preparing to tack about, whe\i we discovet^ed 
a saii within half a league of us ; lor it was ha«y weather, 
iTW withstanding the storm was over, or we should have per- 
ceived her time enough to have avoided her- We" kept 
tipon a wind, ai)d it freshening tipon us, our sail split, and 
we found it was impossible to avoid the ship, who gained 
upon us every moment. We thought it our wisest course 
to lie by, and wait for her. Now all the hope we had was, 
that the vessel would prove a ship of Europe. I desired 
Mrs. Villars to conceal her sex, and begged the favor of 
the Italian and Mustapha to keep the secret. The ship 
was near us, and, to our surprising joy, hoisted French co- 
lors. We immediately put on board, because they lay by 
on purpose. 

We were soon informed Monsieur Pidau de St. Olon 
was on board, tiie ambassador fi-om the King of France to 
the Emperor of Morocco, to treat of peace between the two 
crowns. 1 immediately begged to be brought ^to the am- 
bassadpr*8 presence, who received us very kindly. I told 
him all our stories, but concealed that of Mrs. Villars, for 
fear of any accident. He used us very civilly, and promis- 
ed us his protection. He said his affair would not detain 
him long, and he would be sure to gain safe conduct for 
usinto our own countiy. 

I returned him thanks for his generous proffer, and beg- 
ged he would command my life, to see how readily 1 would 
obey him. He tol I me, since I was willing to oblige him, 
he would soon put it in my power to serve him. 

i have, said he, lost three of my retinue in the voyage, 
two by sickness, and one drowned by accident. You'll just 
make up that number, and yoii need not take any care for 
habits, I will provide for you. The fourth person in your 
company I believe you'll be satisfied should be taken cafe 
of bn board ©ur ship; for his landing on the African coa^ 
may prove prejudicial to youv affairs. I was mightily pleas- 
ed with his proposal, and communicated it to Mrs. Vil- 
iars and our Italian gentleman. Mrs. Villars told me, she ^ 
was entirely under my conduct ; and the Italian thought ht 
«hould have a better opportunity of getting into his ^wn 
country from Mcquinez than France. I would not suffer 
Monsieur St. Olon to clothe us as he proposed ; for I had 
procured of the Jew four riQh suits of Europeanr clolh for a 
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trifle, which I deigned for Mrs. Vilhini snd ifiysetf ; for 
Vie intended she should put off her Moorish dress the first 
opportunitf. 

The ambassador provided a eahiti for Mrs. Villars and 
me ; and he seemed mightily taken with her youth and 
beauty (as a Jboy), and he would often say, nature had mis- 
taken her, designing her for the fairest of the softest sex. 
'J'hese encomiums made me very Uneasy, fearing he should 
find out the truth. But I ut^erstood afterwards he had 
not the least mistrust. 

He treated us very splendidly at supper, considering we 
were at sea. When the aml^ssador went to rest, Mit. 
ViHars and I retired to the cabin allotted us. What a 
sensible pleasure did I fee! to have the happiness of her 
company alone, witliout the fe^rs and terrors of offending 
any one ! She perceived a satisfaction in my countenance 
that spoke the joy of my heart; and by her discourse that 
ensued, she was in some fear, lest a guilty thought had 
worked that cliange* 

Mr. Boyle, said she, I hope you know what regard to 
pay my sex, and do not wrong the good opinion I have 
co&ceived of you. I owe the greatest obligations t% you, 
and I am not displeased. I am in your power, while you 
use that power with moderation. I had hardly the patience 
to hear her out. Madam, replied I| be assured your own 
soul shall net be more pure than my thoughts. But yet I 
will take the freedom to declare, no person in t^ie world ha;s 
^that command over me that you have. I must own you 
Kave it in your power to punish me, by slightmg a heart 
&Uof the most tender regard for you: and all I a^, is only 
leav^ to hope ; if I am denied that, the utmost resentmeat 
to you, shall only be in hating life, which will be a burden 
I shall not long be abte to bear. It wouki be base for me^ 
said Mrs. ViUars, to giye torments where I am obhg^d : 
I think to disguise our thoughts is an art better lost than 
learnt : and, to deal frankly with you, I cannot find in my 
heart any aversion to you; v^iich is a declaration, if you 
kaew my t^nper^ ought to satisfy you. 1 said all the ten* 
der things I was capable of, in return for this gie^t bles« 
sing, and our conversation lasted several hours. I told her 
at last, I was well assuredshe wanted rest, and whatever 
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$elf a little indisposed* The messenger iiad not been gone 
a moment before the ambassador came in to enquire after 
my health, and brought his physician with him, who feelings 
my pulse^ told him I was in a fever; but bleeding, he did 
not doubt, would give me ease. I told him I should be 
better in the morning ; if not, I would take his advice. 
The ambassador would have Mr. Villars (as we had naltied 
her) to dinner with him, who had endeavored to compose 
himself wliile they had been in the room. As she was go- 
ing from me, she squeezed my hand, and said, endeavor to 
€ompose yourself to rest, and you wiU soon be better. 

They retired and left me to my thoughts, which wcr«t 
various and disjointed. Mrs. Villars did not biay long ; sh^ 
came in softly as before, expecting that I might have beeri 
asleep. When she found I was in the same disorder, she -; 
burst into tears, and cried, Will nothing satisfy you but 
my undoing ? No, Madam, said I, I will tight with my de- 
sires, and am resolved to conquer or die. She staid witk 
me tilt supper, and our whole discourse was upon the pas- 
sion of love« When she calaae back from supper, 1 had 
got up, and had dressed myself ; but the combat in rhf 
mind had really disordered my body, which she soon sa\** 
She begged I would go to berl again, and she would watcik 
me. 1 told her, the world should not prevail upon me to 
break lier rest ; not even she herself, who was more to hve 
than the woi:ld. I had sat me down upon the bed, and 
Mrs< Villars came and sat down by me. We remained 
siknt a cf^nsiderabie time. At last she took my hand id 
bcr's» and pressed me by the fingers. 

Mr. Boyle, said she, I Iiave overcome myself. I cannot 
see you in this torture of body and mind, end not conlrL« 
bnte to your ease. Here solemnly swear to be my hui^>aud) 
and do \vith me what you please. I hope you are a maf» 
of honor, and thai is what I rely upon.— Nothing in this 
world could have transported me so much as these few words 
did. 1 fell upon my knees, kissed her hands, and did 1 
know not what ! Madam, said I, yod have made me the 
happiest man the world contains ; and if I thought my 
heart and tongue did not agree in what I am going to say, 
1 would pull them both out this moment. When 1 had 
said this, I fell on my knee;^ and made this short vow :-— 
^ Thou God that knowest the heart of man, I do beseech 
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Thee, punish me with eternal torments, if ever I prove fal^e 
to this darling of my soul ; whom, before Thee, I take (as 
the greatest blessing) to be my lawful wife.'* — ^^ And here 
I swear (said she, kneeling) to take no other to my bed and 
heart ; and with this kiss, said she, I seal the sacreid union/* 
I tokl her} nothing could be more binding, and the priest 
could but confirm what we had done already. 

Now the tender moment was approaching to crown my 
joys with all I wished on eaVth^ Kings on their thrones tp 
me seemed poor and base, and I'd not have changed to be 
the fnonarch of the universe. I begged my deal* bride I 
might be her bride-maid as well as husband, and that she 
would give me leai^e to undi'ess her. Said she, My lovet 
my life* my husband, I am to obey you in every thing that's 
in my power, and when I fail in my obedience, may I be 
miserable in the loss of you I I was too eager to say any 
thing in return, but I undressed her, put her to bed, and 
you may be sure I did not stay long behind. The veil of 
night was drawn around us, and I plunged intp a sea of 
pleasures to6 delicate for words to express. 

The next day, tke atnbassador saw contentment in both 
our faces, and congratulated me on the recovery of my 
health. Never was there so tender a wife, and the longer 
I had the happiness of enjoyment, the more my love was 
raised. The next day the ambassador was to have his 
£rst audience, and we were all to be in readiness by seven 
in the morning. I got up early, and dressed my dear wifb 
in 8^ new suit of clothes on purpose for this occasion. The 
governor of ^Icasser, Hamet addo Kiify, was to be our 
master of ceremonies, who attended us, with several Moors 
of quality, and a troop of the king's blacks, as guards. 
We set forward about eight o'clockf in this order : 1 • 
Twelve of the Moor guards. 2. Several oi the nobility, 
two by two. 3. The ambassador, with Hamet addo Riify 
on his right hand, preceded by two trumpets and kettle* 
drums (the post of honor is on the left among the Mo^s, 
because you have the command of their sword), 4. Twen- 
ty-four gentlemen of the ambassador's train, two by two. 
5. Twelve French slaves that carried ^he presents. ' 6. 
Twelve more of ^e guards : And the order was closed by 
a Moorish mob, that abused us with their tongues all they 
could t nayj some Qf them attempted to throw stones but 
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were bastinadoed by the guards. We were all on foot, 
though the king's palace was a mile from the place where 
wc set out. 

I was^nightily concerned at the fatigue my dear wife 
underwent, for it wa» violent hot ; though we had the best 
of it, for going next the ambassador, (who onlered we should 
do so), we had some shelter fi*om the umbrella that -was 
carried over his head. 

We entered the palace through the marble gate, (so <:al« 
led from the two marble pillars that adorn it), and fron^ 
thence, immured with white walls and black guards on each 
side, we arrived at a stately pavilion ; where a halt was 
^commanded, till the king was acquainted with our arrivalr 
We waited s6me time, but at last saw him coming, mount- 
ed on a white horse, through one of the avenues that led to 
the pavilion. His guards (who had lined the passage on 
each side) bowed down to the ground as he passed along. 
He made butp^ry indifferent appearance. As soon as 
he came to the portico, he gave a lance that he bore to one 
of his guards, got ofif his horse, and squatted down upo^ 
the floor, without any thing under him. He had nothing; 
in hi$ dress to be distinguished from his subjects, but was 
muffled up to the eyes with a chocolate-K:olorcd handker- 
chief, that did not seem over clean. His legs and arm^ 
were bare : as to hih age, he seemed to be about fifty j of 
a very tawny complexion, and very lean ; his hair black, 
inclining to grey ; of a middle stature, with hollow cheeks 
4nd black eyes, a small hooked nose and thick lips. Some 
of his courtiers sat do>*n on each side of. him, bare legged 
and bare headed : and behind him stood a black, with a 
great fan in his hand, not only to cool him^ but to keep off 
tlie musquetoes, a small fiy, very trouble|ome in most pzcrts 
of Africa. 

Mahumet ben addo ©tar, his chief minister and favor- 
ite, was the only person that stood. 
'As soon as the emperor had squatted down on the floor, 
^ he repeated these words in Arabic, thr»e times, " Tay 
buon," which is as much as to say, " You art welcome ;'' 
a common expression, when they are addressed by a fo- 
reigner. Then our ambassador made a long speech in 
French, prepared for that purpose ; which was only a pa- 
pegyric upon both kings,,fuisome enough \ but the Friench 
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deal nUKh in wordy compliments. The interpreter, when 
the ambassador had doncj read the same in Arabia lo the 
emperor. The speech was very long in French and Ara. 
bic ; but the emperor heard it out patiently, which was 
reckoned a good omen. He also excused himself that he 
did not adfnit him sooner to his audkn<:e, it being the Ra<«- 
jviadan, or Easter. When tlie compliments were over, the 
ambassador' presented all his retinue to the emperor : but 
I observed he took a particular notice of my wife, and eyed 
her several times, which gave me a great deal of uncasi* 
pesft; for it is as dangerous to be a handsome man as a 
haftdsome woinan in Morocco, if the brute of an empeior 
should have a fancy for them. . 

I longed to have an end of the audience. 

After we were presented, the ambassador ordered his 
presents tp be opened and spread before the emperor ; 
which consisted of fine arms made at Paris, several Eng;lish 
watches, cloth, two Persian carpets, ajid two pieces of gold 
and silver brocade* 1 he emperor, in return, gave the am- 
Jba6sador four young slaves, three of them French (though 
^e took them all for the sairte nation) but the other was an 
Englishman, and the same person I mentioned in the be- 
ginning of this rdatipuj who went in tlie same boat on board 
6f the Success. I was very much confounded at seeing 
him, well knowing he was on board when I fell out of the 
ship. I longed for an opportunity to confer with him, 
though I could not perceive by his looks that he knew me^ 
but that might be from my change of habit, and the sun's 
tarnishing my complexion. 

The emperor rose when lie hdd giveti the slaves, rhount- 
cd, and jrode off; and we went horrie in thfe sanie order as 
We camte there ; ortly the chief minister,' Mahumet ben 
oddo Otar, accompanied the ambassador as far as the mar^ 
ble-gate. linformed my dear wife, when we came to our 
lodging, th^ Anxiety I was in when the eiiJi>eroi* eyed her.* 
She told me she had made the same obsel'Vafion, ^vith much 
uneasiness ; for, saift she, F had not the pl-ttsence of mind, 
ii{)on the instant, t6 rmaginti myself a man> However,' wc 
both wished ourselves on board, and the embassy well over, 
and then we might make ourselves merry wi:h our fears. 

rhe* next dAy our fears weix' much increased ; for hear* 
;n$ a"Boitse^ irt tl^t^ street, we went to lool^ out to know the 

H 
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reasotii and discovered Haniet, owr Irish renegado, wjili 
several prisoners, manacled. We soon returned again, but 
learnt by other people, that they were going to the empe- 
ror, that he might make his choice. The sight of him 
renewed our fears, as I said ; and we resolved imntiediatc^y 
to get leave to go on board, for fear of tome unlucky turn 
of fortune. 

I, upon the instant, went to wait upon the ambassador, 
and declared to him what I had seen ; begging leave, at 
the same time, we might be suflered to^o on bpard. He 
told me, he would comply with my request for Mr- Villars 
and the Italian, but begged it as a favor, that I would stay 
•with him, for he should have great need of my assistance } 
and if any thing should fall out, he woqki engage for my 
liberty. Thotrgh the request cut me to the heart, yet it 
uas neither prudence nor good manners to refusie him. I 
gave him my protnise to obey his commands, but begged 
be would not insist upon my going abroad but as seldom as 
possible. I went to my wife, (my readers, perhaps, may 
.9mile at my calling her \Vife, but I will. assure them, wo 
thought ourselves as mucb maiTicd, as if the parson bad 
executed his holy function : nevertheless, we did not intend 
to neglect that ceremony the very first opportunity ;) and 
told her the ambahsador's request, and my promise. $he 
agreed with me in the reasonableness of it, but yet could 
net forbear shedding floods of tears, at our (we hoped) short 
separation. The next day was designed for their journey ; 
bat the ensuing night was spent with sighs, tears, andlowr 
jtiess of spirits, that looked ominous. Yet we parted : a^id 
for several hours 1 could pot bring my mind to any peacc- 
l^ble form to wait on the ambassador. 3ut he sent ibr m^ 
at last, and told me the reason of his desiring pie to stay 
frith him, was this : 

The king, his master, had commanded him to rpak^ 
9omc observations on the customs and manners of this pait 
of Africa : and, added he, I have observed in you a capa- 
city fit to assist me in the design. I told him he ];nighi( 
command me in any thing that lay in n^y power, and thai 
I took it as an honor he would |hink me worth jjiiis em- 
ployment. 

We had notice the next day from tlie person tl^at attend- 
edmy wife witbtbe cam'^ls; that l^e s^w th^m .i|afe on 

\ 
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board, Mrhlch gave me some comfort. I begged the am* 
bassador to give me leave to speak a word or two with one 
of the slaves that the king gave him. He ordered him t# 
cotne before him, when I desired he would tell me how 
he Came into the hands of the Moorft. Ha was prodigiously 
Biirprised to see me there, and could hardly believe \nt 
cyefc; for it was thought by every body that I had either 
been killed or drowned; as indeed it was very improbable 
to think otherwise* He informed us, that three days after 
the Success parted 'vjth the Spanish man of war, another 
Aigcrine rover met with them, and took them after an ob- 
stinate Bght ; the captain and several others being slain in 
4 he battle. It was his good fortune to be bought for the 
em'peror-s use ; I call it good fortune, said he,because I was 
presented to the French ambassador, and I am now in hope« 
^f TTjy frcedot^^' 

i told tlie ambassador in French what he said ; and he 
was pleased to say, that to eblige me he woidd take him 
into his protection. I remembered Mahtimet ben addd 
ptar was ambassador in England; he came to visit the am-» 
bassador often, and understanding English, I gathered se-^ 
veral good hints for his design j for he was co&rteous enough^ 
though an enemy in his heart to the English. 

I think it will not be much amiss here to give the rea«* 
der si succinct account of the customs and manners of thct 
Moors of Fez and Morocco; and we will begin from their 
last revolution. . ' ^ 

Muley lshmael)the present king or emperor of Morocco^ 
pretends to derive his birth from Mahomet himself. He 
was son to Muley Xen'f, king of Taphilet, but who w^s 
succeeded by Mnley Archid» who died of a debauch ke 
miide among his couitiers. 

His unexpected death, in )d73, gave room for many of 
his family to raise rebellions in thek several provinces. But 
Muley Ishmael being the greatest favorite of the people, and 
of anefiCerprisiag temper, proclaimed himself king of IV 
phikt, and seized his brather*s treasures^ w^ich are the 
sinews pf war. Has nephew Muley Hamtt gave him the 
most ti*6uble ; for he had gained a party, and declared 
himself king of Suez and Morocco, bad several battles^ 
.. but at last was overcome as well as the rest^ and IshnMel 
was settled the peaceful king of Morocco; TaphtletaiMl 
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Though polygamy i^^IlDWCid,.y«t they mijst ni?irr3^bt|t 
four wives, and rowst seUl^ » ijoweiy upon tl>em ; , laivt if 
ever they put ihem away, th^y must return tliw doi^cry 
along with theips JJutthcy may kctpas inany, concubinea 
as they think fit; though they have this pirivilcf e, vU^ 
they can please them no longer^ th^y sell thenv to the best 
bidder; so that the woipen of Morocco^ in tny opinion > 
have a sad time of it: Yet the husband isrobliged tP.,keep 
all their ehi^dren. They esteem Wioia and i^aiuraU to bi 
saints^ if they are men : for they believe the. women have 
no souls, and are only forn^ed forpropagatlon^ They will 
Bot allow them to enter thei? jrtosques» be<:ause ithey think 
them incapably of being receiv,ed into Iteav^n ; yet^tl^y 
say their prayers at home, and on Friday resort to the plar 
ce^ of bynal, to weep over the ^^^v^s pf their deceased 
friends, clothed in Wue which is^ thdr mourning. They 
bire professed mournci^'^ to gnQv,e and cjy a|t the graves 
of relations, and h^wl oyer them, as I have heard tJic; i>Msh j 
^sl^ii?g them why. they. wouM riie/whcn^ tlv^y were provid- 
ed with every thing that was necesaa^ry iji tW^. worlds 
Their ^ime is spent in eating, di^Ukingi steepingi daHying* 
with their women, horses, prayers (^Jt ^bey never leam tt 
read, and are forbid gaming), and even their players atf© 
hurried over so slothfully, as if they were asleep. 

Th^y have u^sually a, ^ringof beads in their l»aM^ tike th^ 
Roman Catholics; an^l to eve J'y bf^d. tfeey have a sii^rt 
prayer, which, as tjiey repeat, thtyii^rppv through their ftUf? 
g6rs. Tbie prayer consists on^ in t?^e; different ajLtributeif 
of Qod, as" God is great, Godi i&gpooA God is infinite, God 
is merciful.*' The enaperorof .these wretches, only differs 
from bis subjects in a laj^ges pi-qp^eniaty to their ill quaj*!' 
^es, with the addition of a d^'ee of cj:ia;elty aod av^Bfiee^ 
5 was told, that during his tw.eiaty years r^gn^he had n)«»t 
der^dj with his own h^ujds, .^weDiy-.thi?ee;thDU%^d mefl,» 
Nay, I am. apt to believe the truth oiUt^ fcr be put forty- se-» 
\en to. death in the. one-and. twenty day $. we w.8i:e at l^ss 
Qpurt. .' J . 

Kvepy nation, is amazed to find; bis subjects; so submis^ 
sive and patient under so. 93tce5'4ive aud cruel a. tyranny., 
l^ut they sliould understand, .(.bating, their want of; p(Jw.ei;,> 
-y^at. tb<;y. aretaught to believe, if; tli^jy^ fall by, tive handofi 
a king, who is a Xerif, which si gni&es Mahoniet'^.&jLiCQ^8r5, 
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BOTf they imtn^4iatcly ^ up jto bea^vcn : and if there are 
any thaV would i^pt willingly be spntto heaveo before their 
tiinei they arc sure to Sy bim wlieahe isf^lo^hed in yellow^ 
which i% bi^ coLw ©f murder ; aud he generally dyes it of 
a bjk)0dr<;Ok>r bf&re he goes to »Ieep. 

As i was viewing some, new buildings o»e day, near the 

' emperor's pals^ce* I perqeivedbitn giving directions to som^ 
Gf the w<^rkmen. There wer« several caiHs,drove by his slave?i 
with ipatenals for h 13 building ; and as they passed him» 
lieba^ifv^^ed some for going too fa^t ; whil^ others, think* 
ing to mend tha^t fault, wer^ drubbed by hjnj for going loo 
jdow ; one popr cre^urq, tr^iid>ling for what woukt follow, 
went bowing before his^;|it i but the emperor, woufiding 
the liorse in the flank, he gav^a spring, tumbled tbe wretch 
down, and drove over him. A^ollner, following him, ran 
to assist his fellow ; but the empe^or.thr^w his <iart, and 
struck him in the shoulder. Tiie s^aye, drew it out, and 
upon His knees presented it:tQ him. again, which the empc« 
rof, when the man had got some distance from bimy dart* 
ed into his cbin, Th^ fool drew it out onc^ more, and, co« 
vexed, with blood., gave it tp him back again 5 but, as he wa« 
stooping, he fell down, with loss of blood, at the barbaxian's 
fle^, whft did him the favor to pijn him ,tQ the eartH, thro' 
his back. 

. I wa? %0 shocked at the sight, thajj could not recover 
:piy«|lCf9r a good while afterwards* 1 thought thepoov 
fbllpiv w^ a fool ; for if it had been my own ca^e, I wouW 
Jiave re^uraed it through his body the first timej for hq 
wa^ sure pf dying; and I think it would have been some 
aati^JTaction tp have sent the author of my death the same 
jQumey. . - i 

* . Xb«J€tB9pi5Cor,n5edtomurdefhi3.^lavea,upontJielcft&tcora4 
plaint from the. Moors; whipii they would make out o^ 
batredtP- christians* Buti the wretcb, findtng hia slaves^ 
decrease too much, took another method ; and when-thir 
upT^l complaaot was; made, he killed- ^e^q^av^ thj8 pcFsoia 
complained; agaiast> but ordered the compJain«nt immedi j 
^tely to.pay him double, th« price l>e cost him, or find, hiiik 
two more slaves in his room that inatanfc, which he. wsJlR 
obliged tx>,do ;. and tlas piiojceeding stoppeds th^ir mouths^ 
lorthe.futune. - ^ 

Timy s^y he. has a great deal o£ mt and courage^ i$ 
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very active and expert in ndlng, and hurling the dart. 
He drinks np Wine, became hi?, religion forbids it; b^t 
V'hen he takes opium, or drinks a certain fntxture that he 
makes himself, compo\inded with brandy, cinnamon^ 
tloves, anniseed, and nutmegs, woe be to htm that comes 
in his way. He i& much addicted to women, baring no 
less than four hundred concubines* He has one hundred 
and eighteen male children alive, and about two hundred 
females. One of the males whom he designs for* his suc- 
cessor (and whith he had by a black, who advises him in 
every thing, and is reckoneda polite woman) he has nam- 
ed Muley Zeydcn. His revenue consists in' presents from 
th^ g^vemoi^s of his provinces^ and the Arabians who live 
in huts about his dominions^ ' When he has a mind to 
squeeze, he sends for a governor from his province, who 
knows well enough what he is sent for, and therefore pro- 
] vides accordingly ; sOthat the emperor fleeces the governors, 
' and they fleece the people : So that there is not one rich 
btit himself, and yet he does not know what uise to put his 
treasure to, but bides it in secret places ; and the persoii 
thattissist^ildm in the concealment is sure to lose his life 
for his assistance. 

^ Mequinez, the capital, and the place of his residence, 
was formerly but a small village, but now it contains six 
hundred thousand inhabitants ; and the streets are so crowd- 
ed, there is hardly any passing along. It is but a mean 
cityt very ill built ; aOd, if thei^ falls any rain, the dirtiest 
place I ever sat my foot in ; for there is no pavement in 
the streets ; smd when it is dry, the dust is ready to choke 
one. The emperor's palace is indeed a very large edifice, al- 
most four miles Tound, including his ganlens.; but very ill 
contrived. Here you shall see a fine pillar added to sup- ' 

^rt an old ruinated place, and yet he employs most of ht9 
i^me in building. In short, it iook^ like gold lace upon a 
]<j[^ack. 

\^ His stables i^re the most regular buildings in all his pa- 

^e. But that%no wonder, for the Moors even reverence 

^>rse8; and-one that has been a pilgrimage to Mecca, has 

yS much vei»eration as the pilgrim himself. The emperor had 

«ie of these hwses» which I have seen, always finely capa- 
ysoned,aiid a slave to attend, who carried a pot and a cloth 

^ keep him clean. The hordes that are thus sanctiflsed; are 
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Usually freed from all manner of service ; ctml if the owner 
cannot afford to keep it, which often happens, there is a 
pension settled upon them by the Mufti. 
' ' The Jiws drive a great trade here, but they pay suffici- 
fehtly for that prtvikge ; for they are obliged to wear black 
capSjthatthey may be distinguished; and notwithstanding^ 
thiir coi^tncrce, they are but scurvily used \ for if a child 
f tisults them, it is as much as their lives are worth to resists 
The wotftien of Morocco, I mean all that I had the for- 
tune to see, were very handsome: fine large full eyes, 
round faces, a^d every ftaturc exact. I'hey arc very 
amorous, and dexterous in contriving methods to satisfy 
their desires. 

. A gentleman t>f eur retinue, told me, he had got an in*' 
trigue with one of the Moorish women, daughter to a go* 
.vemor of a province ; and his manner of i^oing to the ap- 
pointment was in dis{i;uise. She sent him, by a French 
slave of hcr's, a. complete woman's dress, which are ge- 
nerally all aUke; and their laces are ail muilled up to their 
eyes, so that they are often met by their own husbands in 
the stceet, without being known. By this dress he got 
admittancct as a lady coming to pay a visit, ami then thejL 
are very secure* For it n the custom, whenever a niian, 
even ttie 1iu*b,and, finds a pair of wonien's sandals at the 
i(6or of his wife's chamber, he must retire ; ,for it is the 
greatest affront they can put u>jon a woman to enter hep 
' iipartment, wheathey have that warning to the contrary, 
ti^.told me.sbe was a delicious creature, and mistress of 
Ae whole art, of love, it is no wonder if they give them- 
selves up t(^ loye, wh^n ^phaps they are twenty, t)r more 
(according 40 thCj capacity pf the person -that keeps them) 
$harf rs in one single nian ; and they must be contented 
ti> sta,y for^V*^ Jl^enevoicpfe, tilltbeir-tycar^t pleases to send 

. Thehabit of Uje^meriig gfucrally white (which isa co- 
^r they extr^^ely delight in),, with a red cap on their 
- heads i^ Jjh^tji^ (be married men : For all the youth, from 
the prince p9 the byegger,,.befpre wedlock, -go uncovered} 
t^ty^ are cloj^« shaved under their caps, excepting one lock 
ig)on th^ c^ownpf their heads^ which they never cut off, 
peeing they are tai^gh^^by that lock Mahomet is to draw 
thcm,upt0t^eir^ imaginary p^r^dis^. They.only shave 
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iindet* theit chins, but suffer their beards and mUstachoeii 
to grow, which they take a particular pride in the length 
and largeness qF ; and he that is wcU beardedi must be H 
wise men* 

Their shirts are made like sliifts, only the sleeves are »6 
long that they hang down over their hands- Under th6 
shirt they Wear linen drawers, that reach dc<wn to thcit 
knees, for their legs are always bare ; their shoes are mad0. 
without heels, like Irish brogues. Over their shirts is a 
Vest without sleeves, which they surround with a silk scarf^, 
of what color they please, except green, which is a color 
sacred to Mahomet, their emperor, and the clexgy : in this- 
they thrust short daggers, or knives* Over all is a garment, 
which they Call ahaick, about fiVe ells long, and four broad, , 
which they wrap round them as we do our cloa^is. Somes 
of the meaner sort, especially in %he country, ivear 5tra\V 
hats of their own make* Their dresses are alike, only 
some add a gt)ld or silver fringe round the border. 

As for religion, thfey rise early and late to pray«rs; but 
only as children do it, because they are ordered. Thefr 
Mufti, dr head of their religion, is reckoned the first in the 
empire, and disowns the emperor's authority. But he finds 
means to fleece him as well as the rest of his subjj^cts, who 
obey him out of fear ; for if there was one person found id 
IbVe him> it would be as strange li sight as ahy of their 
monsters* \ 

, 1 could not forbear sittiHng to sec the jproVidencc of tjic 
Moors. Walking one day about a mile from Mequinea, 
it began to rain prodigiously 5 I got under a tride to shelter 
Hfiyselffrom the tempest 1 and r Observed seWral of the 
natives Undress themselves with a ^r^at deal of pre<plpicai» 
tion, make up their clothes in a bundle, ahd sh on them - 
stark naked ; and nil 'their care was to kee)> themi fir<»n the 
wet, leaving their naked bodies exposed to the fury of the . 
storm. Whe» it ceased, they walked a littfc way till their 
bodies were dry, aind then dressed themselves. If^a masi. 
were to do so in England^ he would be counti^da madman^ . 
or a fool ; yet I Tni;st own I thought thein in fee right j 
for be the stdirnti ever so violent, whenever k is over, they 
puTsue their journey with dry clothes on their backs. But 
they have one corivcniency, thejr are drcst and undrcst ip 
half a minute* Nay, 1 am informed^ those that travel oir' 
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Cdniels, 9Pon horse-l?ack, haye a copveniency covered with 
an oiled cl»th in which they thru:»t their cjothc^s on the like 
occasion, pind ri^e nsU&ed- J fanpy, to nifjet an army it| 
the stomiy WOUI4 create a t^rrihle frjghtj apd do as much 
execution to ap ignorant jbody, as their o^ensive wef^popsi 
^d £[>rce tkem to seek for safety in their hee]s. 

The emperbr is able to raise an hup(ired thousand hor^c, 
WkfM^ fifty thousand foot. When they are to make \rar dmong 
them^slvesy thejr go y^VY unvrillix^gly ii)to the fie}d ; but 
wh'en they oppose the Christians, Siey dp it with a great 
4eal of Qheerfu}nes^i because they expect indulgencies for 
the expiation of theJr sing. When they are ready to gjve 
battle, they arrange their armies after this manner • — ^They 
divide their horse into two bodies^ and place one at eaph 
wine; the foot are in the middle, so that the whole ibrma. 
a crescent, or halfrmoon,. Before they begip the battle th^y 
^ive a great shout, then make a short prayer, and fall 019 
without much ,or4er, very furiously ; so that they soon 
overcome, or are soon put to fligl^t. Break hut their fbre». 
most ranks, and you put their whole body into confusiop. 

1 have sai^ before, that no person is rich b^t the emperor; 
neither do they t;;ike the method to be so ; or if they are, 
their g^reati^st wisdom will be to conceal U,; iov if once 
l^o^n, ihey are sure to lose all their wealth* 

l^p foreign <;oin is current in Worocco, except Spaiii^h 
pieces of eight which are only received by weight.. ^ But 
the Jews will secretly receive any coin, ar>d J supppsp dis- 
pose of it:agatii yith the sanie circumspection they receive^ 
it. .'They have thr^e ^orts of coin current among them, 
'fhtt ^r»V a ^iip^t of Bar^arv gold: The scpond^ a'b}an- 
^uile df ^ilVeV ; And last, ft fdouze of copper. The image 
of tlie^mperor is hpt allowed to be put on their money bcr 
iOj^ eij^rcssly forbid by Mahomet in his Alcoran, but they 
^tasn^ tlii:m with Ar*^*an characters.. Their way of reckf 
oniijc^Js'by the; 9unce. - 

T&eS^ lire the heads of what I have observed in my snial} 
^tayarbbng \htm* The aiiibassadpr informed me he was 
in ^me fear' that hi5 embassy would not succeed ; for he 
, saiii he fcnind little else but delays, excuses, and nothing 
ofsinceritvaixiongthem. . We were informed, that the em- 
perw designed tog;o speedily upon an expfedition against the 
jyIiK)ii'6f the province of Orai); lyhoMd »ewly revolted', 

':'■' ^ ■• '*' '- ' ■ ■ ^' . , 
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^nd put to death Ihcir goTcnior for his avarice, he having- 
extorted from thfsm vatt sums ^f money : and the inhabi- 
tantSy after his death, chose one of thfeii^oWn province to 
command them. This hastened ourambassador ifrhis lega- 
ti«m, to get an answer one way or lother. But yru were in^ 
£o|*m^d) the emperor designed to set out the next day uponr 
his expedition, and yet the anjbassador had not his audi- 
ence of leave. This made him and us very uneasy : for 
we could not stir from Mecjuinez without the emperor's 
express leave, gut about seven in the evening, the ambas* 
sador had orders to come and take his last audience, which 
was op the ninth of June. We went in the same manner 
;as we did at first. But we were informed by our inta^pre- 
ter, that the emperor wa« in a veiy ill humor, and that he 
had, but an hour before, killed two of his chief blacks* by 
Mabbing them with a dagger he continually wore in his 
girdle. 

We entered the palace farther than at the first time, 
where we waited a full half-howr. Attd at last the emperor 
'approached richly drest, and finely mounted on a white 
Barbary ; the saddle and other accoutrements wrought 
with gdld and precious atones in several' plafccs; He was 
this day in his yellow or fi^ital vest, acnd sprinkled in many 
places with the' Wood of those' he had ^ain ; and^I thought 
his countenance had something more of korror iii it than 
at cAir first audience. He had a spear in hisharld set round 
with pearls on the to^, unda^cap with ostrich fcfathers' 
waving in the wind.-r^Ail his/attfendahts had fled his pfc*^" 
sence, ^t the notice of his having" pp his Vello^^ vestf and 
lie had' only but a dozen of hi^ guards wfiiting' upon him 
trembling; but the Abaydas and titiier great mcrt creplf 
round us during our audiehcci* ' '* * f- '^ ' - ■ * >. ^ ^ 

The empe^-or began withWsoId^compfRment of. You ai'^ 
Welcome: but his looks and' words,' t thought, did but Bf 
^gree. The ambassador used many* ^t'g^rtiftets with bin? 
to bring his embassy to a happy isiu^^ but to nopurposct 
The embassador told nie the etnpei^r was a person that 
had not the least regard to liis -word, and eVen disowned n 
tetter he had written to his master the king of Prance; 
Therefore, said he, we'll take our leave of this country of 
mousters in two days ; For tire cmpevor had signed his dtf 
parture, with all his retlhue; - ' ^ 
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I was very well pleased with this hi« resolution : for now 
1 should once more sec that treasure of my soul, whose 
absence had robbed me of all joy. I even tliought these 
two days the longest of my life : but at last they were past, 
and we set out very naerrily : at Itast I did, and all the rest 
of the retinue ; though, I Must own, I could not answer for 
the ambassador, for I believe the.i 11 success of his embassy 
laad a little chagrined him. I did my utmost endeavor to 
divert his melancholy upon the roari ; which he took very 
kindly. We lay in tents the first night, which the ambas* 
sador had taken care to provide us, and provision likewise ^ 
lor there is not an inn between Mequinez and Mam mora. 

We rose the next day very early, that we might avoid 
the heat of the sun. When we came within a league of 
the town, we saw coming towards us our Italian ; and by 
the melancholy in his looks, I began to tremble with th«p 
apprehension of^some accident. As &oon as he approached 
us, after paying his obedience to the ambassador, he adr 
dressed himself to me. — Said he, in French, ' I wish some 
one else would have taken my commission upon them, for 
what I have to tell you will cut you to the heart/ The 
various troubles in my breast locked up my tongue, so that 
I had not power to ask him any questions. 'In short,' said 
he, ' your mistress is forced away from us, through the 
treachery of Mustapha/ At heainng this fatal news, I 
dropped senseless from my camel, nor came to myself till 
we arrived at Mammora. I was a thousand times going 
ta destroy myself; and I believe I had done it in the height 
of my despair, if I had not been withheld. In short, the 
ambassador was no longer ignorant of my cruel loss, for 
in my ravings, I had called her my deai' wife. He seem- 
ed amazed at the discovery, and reproached me in a hand- 
some manner, for not trusting him with the secret. I was 
not in a condition to apologise, neither was there any one 
could give me comfort. I was carried on board, where I 
enquired in what manner she was taken away. 

The captain informed us, that Mustapha had made his 
escape out of the cabin- window by ^wimming. 1 did not 
tell any oac of it, said the eaptain, because I thought ic 
would be to no purpose ; for I imagined there could be no 
other ill consequence to attend his escape but merely the 
lu»3 of him. He had been gone ihr«e days, when, Qiithc 

I 
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fourth there came on board us the governor of Mammorai 
the fugitive Mustapha, and one hundred soldiers, who iro- 
mediately seized on the young gentleman, who th^y said 
vras a woman, and wife to a renegado of Sailee. It was in 
vain to oppose them, especially when I found by her breasts, 
that ahe was really a woman. They took her on shore, 
notwithstanding all her cries, shrieks, and lamentations, 
-which pierced our very hearts. They put her on board^. 
Saick, ai>d set s«l immediately, steering south, as we sup- 
posed, for the port of SalJce. This gentleman (meaning^ 
t^je Italian) took upon him to acquaint you with the unhap- 
py accident ; but, added he, I believe it is not impossible 
to regain her.— The ambassador was so good as to eflPef 
liis assistance in what lay m his power. I begged he would 
be pleased to lend me a boat, with some hands to work 
her. He very willingly granted my request ; and told me, 
he would lend me the ship, but he feared it might oc^a- 
oion a more public qvarrel. 

He lent me ten hands, four patareros, and sufficient 
small armSjH with every thing that ,was necessary, lyiy 
kind Italian would accompany rae ; and the rest of the 
company went voluntarily. We spent but little time in 
fitting out^ and the wind proving favorable, we set sail, 
and made very good way. The saick had not pursued her 
voyage above five hours before us, so that we had hopes 
of getting up with them. I encouraged my companions, 
who labored incessantly. We sailed and rowed all night ; 
9nd when the moiling dawned, we gained ^ight of a ves« 
sel, which we did not doubt was that we sought for. We 
labored hard to come up with her, and gained upon her 
every moment. Before eight o'clock we came along side 
of her, and I sooi) discovered Mustapha giving orders about 
the engagement. I drew put a pair of pistols, and shot 
him dead. The rest fired upon us ; but notwithstanding 
all their opposition, 1 jumped into their vessel, followed 
by the Italian and five more of the men ; and though they 
. were superior in number, yet we soon made them ask for 
quarter. 1 upon that instant enquired for her that Was al* 
ways in my thoughts; but, to my great grief, was infoim- 
ed by an English slave at the oar, that she was taken on 
board of a galley, by captain Hamet, our Irish rene^ado ; 
mi tbeyfssurcd me, it was impossible for them to be over- 
Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Captain Rotert Boylcn 9^ 

taken. Unspeakable was the sorrow I felt at this relation ; 
and all the satisfaction I felt, was, that I had rewardecl 
Mustapha for his treachery. We steered ©ur course backi 
but I was more dead than alive in the voyage. 

When we came on board, the ambassador condoled with 
me for my misfortune, and uitreated me to take camfort, 
1 told him death was now my only comfort, and I hopeii 
that it was not far off. 

Our Italian had agreed for hisfiassage.on board a vessel 
in the bay, bound for Rome. He begged that I would 
accompany him into Italy ; and when he had settled his 
affairs, he would (if it lay in his power) come back to 
Sailee, and do his endeavor to find what was become of 
Mrs- Villnrs. I ihankedhim for hisofterj and told him I 
would accept of it. i had effects enough, having all the 
money andjewels we brought from Hamet's country -house. 
We took r^ave of the ambassador, and gave him abundance 
of thanks for his civilities, and went on board the vessel 
that waited for us: we set sail immediately, and in two 
months safely arrived in Rome, where our Italian did not 
care to go publicly on 8hore> but stayed till the darkness of 
the night favored our landing. 

We had all our goods disembarked, and took a private 
lodging, in an obscure part of the city, where we were 
jiure of being concealed. We asked our landlord (who was 
a Frenchman) about the news of the place. He told us a 
great deal of idle stuff, which signified nothing to us; at 
last, by the advice of the Italian, I enquired of him ifFer- 
nando AlVares was in town or not? He answered me, that 
he had been dead above two months, and hud left a noble 
estate behind him. I asked him if he had not left a wifs 
to possess it. No, said he. About three years ago (con* 
tinued our landlord) he was to have been married to a bean* 
tiful young lady, an heiress to<a vast fortune ;but his bro* 
ther stept in between, and gained her affection. Some say 
they were married, and others not; but she was delivered 
of a fine boy. Don Fernando took a barbarous revenge /of 
his brother, as it is reported : he bribed a captain of a ves- 
sel to put a weight about his neck, and drown him in the 
sea. But to make amends for this inhuman act, he left 
his vast estate to the so» his brother had by the lady, and 
has chosen his Holiness the Pope for his guardian, Prayi 
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lon^r ; rem know I have your promise, and my thne is ex- 
pired. My dear child, I am amazed as much as von caa 
be, replied the father, for by all that is holy, I never saw 
this gentleman in my life before, and am so far fronnbcfiev^ 
ing him, that (begging his pardon) 1 fancy there must be 
some very great mistake in it. Upon this I related to 
them all his story from the beginning, to our meeting m 
Barbary. 

I found my relation had staggered her faith a little, for 
a pleasing hope, rectified by powerful fear, rose in her 
beautiful face ; and she threw herself at my feet, notwith- 
standing all my endeavors to the contrary. Dear sir, said 
.she, do not shew me this light of comfort to put it out, and 
plunge mc into eternal darkness. Madam, said I, by hea- 
ven, and heavenly powers, I have seen him within these 
two months, and what I have related to you, his own mouth 
informed me ; and having gained my liberty, I made !iim 
a promise to see his friends in Italy, and^inform them of his 
condition. — -The transports and ecstasies that took posses- 
sion of both their souls, cannot be expressed by words ; they 
embraced me, kissed me, calling me their preserver. Un- 
looked-for happiness ! said Isabella : Heaven, thou hast 
heard tny prayers I And does my dear Antonia yet live ? 
I will immediately embark for Barbary, and fetch him 
thence myself : even all that I am worth, my precious boy 
shall sell his fortune too, to redeem bis father. O my ' 
young Antonia, heaven has restored thy father from death, 
«aid she to her child, and I hope we shall see him again. 
The pretty innocent mingled his tears of joy with theirs ! 
After their first transports were over, they again embraced 
me, and begged I would put them in a way to pay the ob- 
ligation they owed. Then they proceeded to enquire which - 
way they most go about to accomplish his liberty- I told 
them I had a servant waiting without, that I intended should 
accompany the persons they should send to manage the af. 
fair^ They seemed to reproach me for letting him wait 
witkout, and were immediately sending for him in. I beg- 
ged they would give me leave to go for him myself, being 
he Was a foreigner, and they would find it a hard matter to 
make him understand them. Upon this I ran out, and cal- 
led to Antonia, and told him in a few words how things stood. 
He followed nic closo at the heelst I went int<^ the room 
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first, and ar Anionic Grimaldi was giving him his hand to 
\ttkd him in, he fell upon hi5 knees before him. Isabella 
casting her eyes upon him, gave a shriek, and cried out, 
- 'Tis he I 'tis he himself ! my dear ^ntonia I — Joy look 
fivray her speech, and she fell dolvn in a swoon. He ran 
and caught her in his arms, kissed and embraced her, and 
at last broughther to herself. Imagination must make up 
the discourse between them. He lold her at last, whetn 
words of gfense took phce, that he was obliged to rac for 
his liberty : for he had sent several letters to his sisters, 
tmt had never received any answer. They informed Him 
that both his sisters were gone to reside at Venice with 
their husbands, and that was the reason hh letters never 
came to hand. Now, said Antonia, if my friend, meaning 
me, was but happy, it would complete my joy. But to find 
a wife, a son, and father kind, when I had many reasons to 
think the contrary, must have some alloy, or it woald not 
be possible for me to bear it. 

Antonia upon this related my unhappy story, and they 
all lamented my hard fortune. He afterwards enquired of 
his dear Isabella concerning her sufferings : which she 
readily began. 

Said she, that day you left me, the troubles of my mind 
wroiight so much upon my body, that the physicians de- 
clared I was in a violent fever, and advised my father to 
Bend me in tlie country, which he accordingly did the next 
day. The thoughts of being so far tvom my dear Antonra 
increased my malady, and my father had little hopes of 
my life. My fever, after having brought me to the brink of 
the grave, left me ; and my father, imagining it was the 
approaching marriage had wrought this sudden illness, 
told me one day, that if it was that which lay so heavy oil 
my spirits, he would remove it, by giviflg me the power 
of refusing to be the wife of Fernando Alvares. 1 thanked 
him, and told him, he had taken tjie only way to restore 
my health : and that if I was forced to wed him, I shouM 
be forever miserable. He was the tender«st of fatlie1*5i 
and informed me, he would never force my inclinations. 
The kindness my father shewed me, worked so much up- 
on me, that I began to recover. 

Your brother used often to visit me in my illness, which 
retarded my health. My father seeing it would never b*» 
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in my power to love him, very frankly told4iim so, and 
begged lliAt he would discontinue his visits : for he was re- 
solved his daughter should never give her hand, where it 
was not in her power to give her heart* They parted with 
many words between them, but my father persisted in his 
resolution. 

I began to discover that I was with child, and a new sort 
of illness seized me. I knew this was an accident that could 
not long be concealed, therefore I resolved to let you know 
'SLiy condition ; and I gained my woman, by several pre- 
mises of a reward, to deliver a letter to you : but she be- 
trayed me to your brother, which I suspected from her not 
appearing. I therefore declared the truth to my indulgent 
father. He ivas very much enraged at the discovery ; but 
paternal love prevailed over his pashion, he forgave me, 
and promised to make me happy with my dear Antonia* 
These promises made my sickness vanish, and I had n» 
other disease but what attends breeding women. My fa* 
ther went to Rome to enquire for Don Antonia, but could 
not get the least information of him. This gave me a new 
shock. But what bitter agonies did I feel, when I receiv* 
ed a letter from your brother, with a copy of that 1 had 
written to you inclosed, which was as follows : 

« Ungrateful woman ! Yet I will no more upbraid 
thee, but let thy crimfe be thy punishment. He that betray, 
ed me I will not call by the name of brother : he has paid 
for his ingratitude with his life. I only give thee thisnotice^ 
that thou mayest feel some of those pangs that thou hast 
thrust into the breast of Femnaudo jiLVAMEs.'* 

The reading of this letter sunk me down, and I caliad 
for death as my last and only hope. I resolved to refuse 
all food, and had starved myself to death, if a good priest 
had not conviaced me by his arguments that my soul was 
in danger, and I should be guilty of a double murder, my. 
self and my infant. I lingered on in a restless state of un. 
happinesstill the time of my delivery came ; which I pray- 
ed to Heaven to end with my life : but it pleased the Al- 
mighty power to spare me to be happy. 

The sight of mv precious infant called to mind the loss 
of his father ; ana I resolved to banish all thoughts of death, 
that I might take care of his tender years ; but I begged 

Digitized by VnOOQ IC 



Captain Rot^ert Boyle. 105 

tny father to give me lelfve to go into a nunnery. With 
much importunity he granted my request, on this condi- 
tion, that if I continued in that mind at the end of two 
years, I might do as I thought fit. Though I thought the 
time an age, yet I unwillingly consented. 

My father used means with the Pope, to have your bro- 
ther called to an account for your death ; and it had gone 
hard with him if we could have procured any witnesses ; 
but for want of that he was acquitted. In a little time, ^ 
heavy and deep melancholy seized him ; and he professed 
so sincere a repentance, that even I almost forgave him. 
Me begged he might see the child'; which my father made 
•me comply with. He shed such abundance of tears over 
it, that my father wept for company : and spoke so tenderly 
of the loss of his brother, that wiped off all suspicions of 
his repentance. Since thou hast lost a father, said he, by 
my baibarity, it is but just that I should provide as one for 
thee.-^He frequently came to see him, though 1 could never 
be prevailed upon to accept of a visit. At last his grief 
seized him so violently, that he was given over by hisphy- 
sicans. When he was upon his death-bed, he made his wil!> 
and bequeathed my little Antonia his whole estate ; leaving 
the Pope his guardian. He died full of repentance for his 
crime ; and no doubt his soul took a iight to heaven. 

The generous Antonia could not refuse some tears to the 
memory of his repentant brother; but joy succeeded sorrow. 
The Pdpe was acquainted with the stery, who sent to con- 
gratulate their happy meeting. Nothing but mirth and 
pleasure ran through the villa; which increased my sorroxV. 

Don Antonia told me one day, that he did not think he 
had a rig^t to rejoice without me. And now, saiJhe, t 
have nothing to afflict me but what you feel, therefore will 
bend my thoughts, if it be possible, to relieve your grief. 
1 can procure a friar of my acquaintance to go to Sallee ; 
one that knows the nuture of the business we shall send 
him upen> being he has often gone to redeem captives. 
We will send for him, and you may give him what instruc- 
tions you think fit. 1 thanked him, and was very sorry for 
the trouble I should give him, but was resolved to accom- 
pany him myself. He told me he would not have me go 
by any means, for I could be of no manner of use in the 
aCRair, but rather a hindrance ; and if I should be once dis- 
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covered, might fall into the same state we both lately es- 
ca[TOd fi-oHi ; and perhaps meet wiih much worse usage 
than I had before. His advice was so reasonable that I re- 
solved to take it, whatever violence I did myself. The 
friar was sent for, had his commission and instructions giv- 
en him, and withal to spare no cost. Antonia told him, 
whatever he gave should not be thought unreasonable. 

He was to have a thousand crowns for his expences, and 
two thousand more if he succeeded. 

The friar undertook his voyage with a great deal of ala- 
crity, and gave us great hopes of his success by his willing- 
ness ; aiKl he embarked the next daiy for Genoa, that port 
being the propcrest place to get a vessel for Barbary. We 
wished him a good voyage, and recommended him to fortune, 

Don Antonia did all he could to divert my melancholy : 
We often went a hunting, shooting, fishing, and visiting 
the ladies* In short, he made me partake in all the diver, 
sions Italy could afford. But though I seemed often to 
be diverted, yet 1 had always my condition too much at 
heart tq be merry. We viewed all the rarities and antiqul- 
tiejs of ancient and modern Rome. 1 must confess tkese 
amusements lulled my sorrows often, but when 1 had time 
for reflection they rushed upon me with the greater force; 

I shall not trouble my readers in descril^ing places treat. 
cd on by pens far above my weak capacity ; but onty give ^ 
a short description of Naples, whither Don Antonia would 
have me go. I was not much averse to the journey, 
though a pretty long one ; and we set out with a very hand, 
some equipage. Donna Isabella, with her little son, accom- 
panied us ; but Don Antonia Grimaldi was obliged to at- 
t iBd the Pope, to settle the alTairs of his 8on-in-law*s estate* 
I was obliged to appear cheerful, if it was but in complais- 
ance to Don Antonia. 

We arrived at Naples in three days, without meeting 
any thing extraordinary upon the road. Certainly, never 
any cily in the world can boast a finer situation ; add to 
that, their buildings are Sumptuous, every private house 
seems a palace, and every palace looks like the court of a 
king: the streets spacious: a mild air, and free from tem- 
pest : strong both by art and natwre. In short, if I was 
obliged to live out of my native country (which every man 
is fond of,) Naples should be the onlyplace» It has a wall. 
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kept ia very good repair, with three castles, alipost im- 
pregnable. The chief is seated on mount Erasmus, 90 
called frem a cHapel dedicated to him': but if it is Erasmus 
Rotterdamus, I cannot imagine how the Roman Catholics 
came to have such a particular regard for him, when it is 
very well known he was no^great friend to them ; at least 
he was a scourge to their absurdities in his writings. 

This is not only a safe-guard to Ihe city and adjacent 
country, but might prove its scourge. In 1 587 it wasblown 
up, by lightning penctratiig to the powder-room, which 
mightily damaged the whole city. The second is Castello 
Ncuvo, or the New Castle, built by Charles king of Na* 
pies. The castle command^ the haven, and is generally 
tlic viceroy's dwelling. The third stands on the south-east 
corner of the city, built upon a, little rock joined to the 
continent by Lucullus the Roman, and is sometimes ealled 
by his name, but oftner Castello del Ovo,* or the Castle of 
the Egg, from its form. They have also a fine arsenal 
for their galleys, very well kept, and furnished with great 
store of ammunition. But I think the Mole the most ex« 
traordinary piece of work, seeing it defends the haven from 
the stormy south ; lined on each side, and paved on the 
top with noble square stones, and in the middle a fine large 
marble fountain; the whole extent is five hundred paees, 
•nd ten in breadth. The inhabitants often boast of the an- 
tiquity of their city, founded twenty years after Troy's de« 
struction, and called by the ancient poets, Parthenope » 
which Virgil does sufficiently testify in his G^orgics 2 
lUo Virgilium me tempore dulcis alcbat 
Parthenope, studiis fiorentem, ignebilis oti. 

This city has suffered many revolutions, but none more 
cxti'aordinary than that in 1640, when a poor fisherman, 
•without shoes to his feet, in five days time comriianded the 
-whole power of Naples;' and might have lived in that gran- 
deur, if his mind had changed with his exalted state : but 
he was still a fisherman. His short-hved fire blazed too 
fierce to last, and he fell a victim to tiie rage he himself 
began. 

Their churches are noble structures, and beautified with 
paintings by the best hands. Their women are most of 
ihem beautiful, but my heart had no room to think of them. 

1 he city is governed by very wholesome laws \ and one 
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particular article adds much to the quiet of it. None arc 
suffered to wear swords but those of the garrisons ; so if 
there is any rencontre in the streets, a bout at fisty-cuifs 
generally ends the dispute : though bravos are to be hired 
to do a n)urder here as chtap as at Rome, and men of ho- 
nor too ! for we heard «f a quarrel between two Neapolitan 
gentlemen, where one, according to custom, hired a brav® 
to murder the other, and gave him his reward before-hand. 
But it so fell out, that some friends to both parties recon- 
ciled the two gentlemen. The person that had bargained 
with the bravo for the job, sent to him, and told him of 
their reconcile nicnt, but that he might keep the money. 
The other told him that it was not in his power to return 
it him : but he was above receiving money without doing 
his work, and therefore the gentleman must of necessity 
suffer death. He entreated him, and used many argu-; 
ments, but all to no purpose. When he fotmd nothing 
conld prevail, he told him he v/ould imn^iately acquaint 
the gentleman with his design, which he accordingly did. 
Notwitlistanding, the bravo the same evening found his op- 
portunity, and left the other gentleman for dead upon the 
Mole 5 though he recovered after a hngering illness. But 
the bravo had the impudence to go to the other (when he 
found the gentleman was in a fair way of recovery,) ^n«i 
told him, he begged his pardon, that he had not been as 
good as his word, but he would take care to mend his hand 
very quickly. In short, he was found so resolute in the 
matter, that the gentleman was obliged to hire another of 
the same tiade to give him a cast of his office, and dispatch 
therbravo before he could execute what was designed ; 
and the next day he was foimd dead at the door of the gen- 
tleman's house he intended to assassinate, waiting, as it 
was supposed, for an opportunity to do his "business. 

After we had viewed every thing within the city, vpc 
went^tosee the much famed Vesuvius, or the burning 
mountain, a league and a half east of the city. The Ne- 
apohtans call it the Bedchamber of the Sun, because it ap- 
pears to them first from the top of that mountain. Round 
the bottom of it is the richest spot of ground in the uni- 
verse, I will not except even the mines of Potosi ; for the; 
yearly vintage produces twelve hundred thousand ducats* 
The middle of the hill is very pleasantly shaded with ches- 
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nbt, Mid several other fnut- trees. The mountain has a 
double top j_ that to the north terminates in a plain, finely 
cultivated : the other, towards the* south, which is the 
volcano, rises much higher. 

When we had gained the summit, we descended gradu- 
ally into its- bowels, by large steps dut out on purpose. It 
has, in times p^st, done much damage to the country i^ound 
H, by its sudden eruptions ; but now it forbodcs nothing 
but rain when the top is enveloped with clouds. 

When we had sufficiently satisfied our curiosities at Na- 
ples, we took a tour to Putzal, or Pousuola, through a hol- 
low rock, a mile in length, aiid no other light but what 
came in at both ends, wid one in the middle, from the top 
of the rock. This subterraneous passage is paved with 
stone all through ; and the narrowest part of it is ,ten yards 
over* About the middle is a &mall chapel dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary. We visited all the rai4ties of the places 
particularly Virgil's tomb, which is almost covered with 
ivy. They told me of a laurel-tree that spouted naturally 
©nt of it ; but (not to take from that incomparable man, 
whose works are ever-living laurels) I could not see ar*/ 
thing.. We also viewed the luke Agnano, so called front 
the multitude of serpents or snakes that fall into it from the 
|>endant mountains. The water is of two differ<jnt quail- . 
ties ;' that tasked upon the surface is sweet or fresh, but 
that taken deeper ia of a brackish taste, supposed from 
some minerals that environ it. 

On the south side of the lake stands a natural stove^ 
which is called St. German's Stove ; but we had not cu- 
riosity enough to enter it, nor faith enough to believe a rr- 
diculous fable that is told concerning it (though it is re- 
ported a saint declared it for truth) which I shall put down 
here, and leave the reader to judge of it himself- St. Ger- 
man was advised to repair to this stove, to cure him of a 
dangerous malady : when he came there, he found the 
soul of a very pious nian that he knew, tormented with the 
heat of the place. St. German, as understanding the lan- 
£^age of souls, asked him, how so good a man as he was 
in his life time, came to be condemned to such a severe 
pumshment ? The s»oul very civilly answered him, that it 
was for siding with Laurentius, who opposed Symmachu« 
iti the popedom ; but he was convinced that his prayers 

Mm, 
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wouUl fclch him out of that hot-house. St. German pray' 
cd heartily, you may \s^ sure, and got the soul of^heman 
from out thence ;,but where it went after, no one could tell. 
And the place was called ever after St. German's Sieve. 

To the tast of. the berdering mountain is a pktce they 
call the Cave of Death -; for whatever thing of life ventures 
to the farther end, they say immediately drops down dibad ; 
though a person that lived in a neighboring village ven- 
tured in often for a reward. When he came out again he 
was all of a sweat, and hardly able to stand for five or six 
rainutes. When he had recovered lUmself* h^ took a dog 
put of a bag he had brought oUb with hinr)> and by the 
means of a wooden instrument made for that i^wrpose, 
thrust him into the very end, and drew him out dead to all 
appearance. When he had remained sometinae for us to 
view him, h« took him up by the fore-legs, and tbr^w.him 
into the lake Agnano, where he recovered iinraediately, 
swam out ^nd ran away from us. Dpn Antoma told roc, 
it was a hard' matter to get a dog there ; for as soon as ever 
they saw a stranger, they would run away into the woods, 
a^d sneak home again when tliey wer^ gone ; which was^ 
the reason the person that went in, alw^iys^ secures one (or 
the occasion. 

A mile, farther we went to the Court, of Vulcan : a place 
i^npleasant enough, continually smoaking, and such hot va- 
pours arise from the pores of the e?irth th^t it almost 
overcame me. In some places, w^ter bubbjes.oyt of the 
cavities ; and if we threw a stone into ii, it rebounded hack 
as if ^ou had struck it against a pavement. 3ut the place^ 
is reckoned to cure a great many distempers ; especially 
to make women pregnant, and to cure diseases of th^ head 
and eyes. ^ Donna Isabella was carried over in a s^dan ; 
but! believe she did not want it on the SQor« of her b^rreur 
ness, as you may understand in her story. 

We spent six weeks in this not unplejisant cntertaipr 
Xnent ; and Don Antoniabeing pretty w^U satiated as well 
as myself, we went back again to Rome. 

And now. my melancholy gained such ground upon^me^ 
that it was not in the power of dissiraulaUon to hide it. 
Don Antonia and all the fairiily expressed a great deal of 
trouble for my sori^o^y ; and i am^well assured there wa» 
XkoX any.thips in their p«w§r tfecy would haxc. rtfuscd, \» 
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havfe giten me quiet ; but the mind's disease oaffleg the 
physicians art. At last a letter arrived from the friar, 
which gave us no other account than that he was safe re- 
tun^ed to .Genoa, arid intended to embark fpr Rome in n 
few day?, TJiis lame account quite disheartened me, for 
now we had not the least hope, being we all agreed ifh* 
had succeeded, he would have been forward enough to 
have acquainted us with it. The knowledge of this cast 
me quite down, and my body was forced to submit to th« 
troubles of my mind. . A sti'ong fever seized me, and 
brought me to the brink of the grave : and though i wished 
for death, yet, like specious friends, he fled from me inr 
itiy necessity. 

Don Autonia and his lady seldom went from my i>«d- 
side ; and had 1 been a brother to them, they could »i^ 
iia-ve regarded me more. But nature, in spite of my mis^- 
fortune, prevailed, and I gathered strength even against 
itiy will. They had informed me in my illness (by myim- 
porlufiity) of the friar's arrival, and that he had not suc- 
ceeded m ftis negociation ; but yet they had not told me 
all the particulars* I desired the friar might be sent for, 
and conceal nothing frojn me of v^hat had passed. Ac-- 
cordingly he came, and gave mc the followinj; iteration ; — ' 
"Sir, said he in French, as soon as I arrived at Sallee, 1 met 
with Haniet, the. Irish renegado. He received me at first 
after a brutish manner y but when I declared 1 came to pay 
him his demand for one of his slaves who made his escape, 
he began to be less sour in his treatment. He said a great 
many handsome things concerning Don Antonia ; but 
when 1 began to mention you, he fell into a violent rage, 
and vented bitter reproaches against you ; saying you were 
a vile impostor, and had basely deceived and robbed him 
doubly, of his mistress and his money. I told him I came 
lo ransom the lady, and pay for whatever damages you 
had done. As for the lady, said he, shfc's food for fishes 
long ago ; fb'r rather than she would submit to me,, she 
threw herself overboard and before we had gained the port 
(when 1 had taken her out of a saick, one of my slaves had 
brought her in from Mammora) and, in spite of our en- 
deavors to the contrary, sunk for ever to the bottom.-^- 
And is she gone ? said I : O proof of virtuous love 1 Hap- 
py had I been to have embraced the same fate ! 
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would begin the fight. Wc had not opened our ports yet ; 
and I ordered my men not to do it till I gave them the 
word. I sent a man to busy feimself about the halliards 
of our ancient, that the rover might imagine wc were go- 
ing to strike. We. were well provided with small arms* 
and all manner of warlike stores. I ordered every man 
to their posts, but not to appear till they heard a whistle ; 
upon which they should open their ports, and fire both 
great and small anns. The rover thought us long in strik- 
ing our colors ; he therefore called out to us again, and 
told us if wc did not strike that instant, they would pour a 
broadside intons. Just upon that, I blew my whistle ; my 
jnen obeyed my orders punctually, they burst open our 
ports, thrust out their guns, and gave them a broadside, 
vith a discharge of their small arms. This put them in 
much confusion, as not expecting any opjx)sition, ^nd I am 
certain we killed a gi'eat many of their men ; for imagin- 
ing wc should be their prize without fighting, they had 
crowded upon deck all their hands. 

I had tacked ab©ut, and given her another salute before 
they returned us the favor* But they were not long 
backward, and poured in upon us very fast. My men did 
their business very well ; and the fight continued half an 
hour with the utmost fury. I began to fancy wc should 
have had but dry meat (as the sailors say) , and looking 
upon their quarter-deck, I soon spied the renegado HameC 
given directions. At the sight of him I was both surpris- 
ed and pleased ; but my soul wiis filled with an unusual 
fury. Wc were so near that I could hear every word he 
said, though I did not understand him, because he spoke 
in the Moorish tongue. As we were tacking about, and 
charging again, I shewed myself to him. I told him he 
was the only map in the world I hated ; and that very day 
he should be in my power, or I in his, or death should put 
an end to both our lives. He seemed sui'prised ; and gave 
jne a great deal of abusive language. I encouraged my 
men, and desired them to fight bravely ; for if we fell into 
their hands, we shoiild have no mercy. I had fired my 
piece at random before, that is, at the first person I saw ; 
Uut now I levelled gill at Hamet, and he the same at me. 
At last I had the goqid fortune to fttch him down. At this 
sight I could not foibvar giving a shout pf joy, whi^h so 
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a?rc<?ied those that were near me, and understood the bu- 
sinest, that they fought like so many furies ; and after an 
obstinate fight of two hours, they struck to usi We gave 
God thanks for our victory ; and I immediately went on 
board them, where we had made a terrible slaughter, they 
having lost by their o^vn account ninety-ievcn men. 

I asked some of them what ship that was which stood 
aloof from the engagenaent j and they infermed me it was 
a priae they had taken a few days before, laden with wine 
2»nd ©ther, commodities. 1 then thought of a stratagem to 
get her into my power* I ordered our ship to strike her 
colors, and then we hoisted those of the Moors, and took 
our ship in tow. When the prize saw us in that posturci 
she imagiiied the Moors had conquered, and made all the 
sail she could to come up with us ; so that we soon canie 
near enough to send a long-boat armed on board her. 

There were but twelve Moors on board, besides prisoi.ers 
that were put under the hatches. When our men had taken 
care of them, I. went to them, and ordered the prisoners to 
be released, desiring the person that w^s the master to come 
uix)n deck. The Moors had not taken any of the lading 
cut of her. She was a ship of ninety tons, bound for Li- 
yerpool, laden, as I said before, with port wine, and several 
jars of oil. I told him he was at his liberty to pursue his 
voyage, when he thought fit. The poor man was some 
time before he could believe what I said to^be real: but 
when he was convinced, he returned me the thanks suitable 
to the present I had made him. Yet he would make me a 
-present of a couple of hogsheads of wine, two jars of oil, 
and two of raisins ; besides six of each to the ship's crew. 
I had lost seventeen of my men in the engagement, and 
eleven wounded ; which I supplied, by taking as many of 
the slaves they had on board of Hamet's ship, all by their 
own choice ; and the rest that did not care for so long a 
voyage, I recommended to the master of the prize, who 
promised me to lai>d them all in England. 

We pillaged the corsair, and found a very gopd booty. 
We had out of herto the value of two thousand pounds in 
goods ; which I entered in the ship's bool^s for the use of 
the company. We -did not w«ll know how to dispose of. 
her crew i and though they deserved death, yet in cold 
, bjoQd 1 thought it yrsis inhuman ) and I considered they had 
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never injured mc. So I released theni by the con^elit of 
the whole company, with this agreement, that they should 
make a present from me to Mirza the eunuch, of fifty pounds 
in their Moorish money, which he that Jiad command over 
the rest, swore by Mahomet to perform. When we had 
taken every thing that was needful for our voyage out of 
her, wc let her go, and pursued our course. 

We touched at the Canaries (or Fortunate Islands^ to 
take in fresh water, and turned the lading we had taken out 
of the corsair into money ; and 1 shared it among the sai- 
lors, reserving a fourth part for myself andowners, as I cal- 
led |them. I gave the men, Uy lots, leave to go ashore, 
where they sojn disposed of their money for things they 
wanted ; but the chief of their cofnmerce was for win» arid 
brandy knowing wc had a long voyage to make. 

We were obliged to leave the place sooner than we de- 
signed, by reason our pilot had unfortunately killed a Por- 
tuguese, and the governor threatened to have our ship stop- 
ped if we did not surrender him up. I understood that the 
deceased had been in the wrong, alid therefore rather than 
rui the hazard of losing hini, wc set sail from thence the 
l^th of April. The castle fired several guns with shol to 
stay us, but We did not regai^ it, but kept oti our voyage. 

We met with nothing worth notice till wc made the islahd 
of St. Vincent, one of the Cape Verd islands, and came to 
afn anchor in ten fathom water, in a fine gravelly bottom. 

These islands are the Hesperides of the ancients. ' the 
natives are blacks, a poor raiserabl* people. They brought 
us a few tortoises, which we exchanged any trash for, and 
they were eoWten^pd- The rivulet of fresh water would 
hardly supply os, it being almost dried up. But ^t had 
\Vood enough. The whole island is not above two leagued 
and a half in length, and half a one in breadth ^ very barreri* 
of fcuit, grass, or roots, and even animals. I saw only A 
few wild asies, and some goats, which were tod nimble fbV 
us, or so far off that they were not worth our Waiting pow- 
der and shot upon. 

The island of St. Anthony, about two leagues to the 
north, is a Well inhabited island, belongiftg to the crown of 
f*ortugal. We resolved to go and anchor there : but the 
wind proving fair, we pursued our voyage, passed by the 
island Del Ftiego in the night j eftid vve could perceive the 
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voIca§o burning like the flame p£ a glass houfc. Twenty 
days afterwards, wc passed the Equinoctial line, with the 
usual ceremony of ducking all those persons who had ne- 
ver been there before. But I brought off the best part of 
the delinqueixts for an anchor of brandy. ■'\ 

The next day we buried two of our nten, who died of the 
iTounds they had received in the fight ; but all the rfest hap- 
pily recovered. We gave them three guns, and commit- 
ted them to the waves. 

. In the latitude of twenty- two, we saw a great number of 
fowls, and therefore judged we could not be many leagues 
from land ; which we discovered soon after to be the island 
of Ascension, about two hagues to the north ; but we pas- 
sed by it, and in two days more anchored in six fathom 
water, at the island of St. Catherine, about half a mile from 
the main land of Brasil. 

This island lies in twenty-seven degrees thirty minutes, 
south latitude. It is almost a continued grove of tress, and 
but thinly inhabited by Portuguese, and a few blacks. They 
are in want of almost all the necessaries of hfe,i)esides pro* 
vision, which is plenty enough, such as it is. The inhabi- 
tajjts are coitrteous enough, and would not take money for 
any thing we had of them, but linen and woollen. And 
after I had got every thing that was necessary for the ship, 
I sold them goods te the value of four hundred pounds, 
which I received in pure gold. They never have peace 
with the Indians of the continent ; and being so very near, 
they have often formerly made inroads, z}^CL carried oft" the 
inhabitants. But they have prevented such aggressions Lr 
the f«iture, by building several redoubts, where they keep 
constant guard. 

They pay no other taxes but the church -tithes, which 
they will be sure not to lose ; and for religion, they had 
but one friar when I was there ; and all his business was, 
as I was informed, to receive his tenths. 

A Frenchman told me a jrloasing story of one of the. 
inhabitants, an industrious fellow that had ten child xn ; 
but notwithstanding his industry, {bund it a hard matter 
to bring both ends together at the year's end ; though the 
-worst of his grievances was the priest's tithes, and his 
money. lie often endeavored to persuade the father to 
forget hin;i a year or twQ, but all to no purpose. One. 
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day the father paid him a visit, in order to receive hi* 
dues. The poor man told him ingenioirsly he had it not id 
his power to give it him. But he still insisted. At last 
he told him, he had but one way to procure it, and that he 
feared the church would not allow of. The friar told him 
he was the best judge of that, if he would tell him what it 
was. — Why, said the man, a person that lives on the con- 
tinent has several pigs of a very fine breed. Now, said h(# 
1 could bnng one over with me, unpcrceived of any one, as 
1 come from my daily lab«r ; and such a one (naming a 
neighbor) will give a good pri«e for it. The friar paused 
for a time, but at last gave him this answer : It is certain- 
ly a sin to steal, but yet it is a greater sin to rob the church 
of its due, therefore I will absolve you. But bring the ]^ig 
to me, for if it is worth so much to your neighl>or, it is 
Worth as much to me. The man told him he would be 
sure to bring it him that night ; and the friar said, if he 
Wfts not at home, he would leave word with ihe servant to 
take care of it. Now the friar had no constant dwelling 
here ; for they were sent from Lagoa, a town upon the 
continent, about ten leagues to S. S. W. and their tihes 
were usually sent them in a small bark, kept for that pur- 
pose. The priest took care to be out of the way at the 
time the man was to come with the pig ; that he nught 
swear he knew nothing of the matter, if it should be d.s- 
covered : but gave the servant a strict order, whatever was 
brought should be immediately carried oti board, and taken 
a great deal of care of. 

When the time came, the man was as good as his word, 
and brought to the priest's house his promise in a hand- 
basket. The servant obeyed his master's orders, and went 
to carry it on board : but before he could get to the harbor, 
what he had in his basket began to cry ov\t. The poor 
feUow was very much frightened to find he had got a child 
io his basket : but fearing, by the charge the master gave 
of it, he was deeply concerned in the afTair, made all the 
haste he could on board ; and the vessel setting sail that 
night, he went with his charge to Lagoa, where he very 
secretly delivered it to the brotherhood. 

The priest ofSt. Catharine's thought that this man had 
robbed him, and made his escape, seeing he was missing 
»o long ; for he had carried a great many other things on 
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board befpre the child. The imaginatioxi of this made thq 
father very uneasy ; aiid the Avind continuing fair, he em- 
barked on board of a vejisel, and arrived'at Lagoa the day 
after hi& man. But what was his surprise, when he found 
he had got a sucking child, instead of a sucking pigi he 
told*thc ^est of his brethren the affront that had been put 
upon h\in ; and they resolved to send the bantling back 
again ; but^ithe /for wanf of due care, or through the fati- 
gue of the sea, the child died. When the friar^caiTie back 
to St. Catharine's he ran open mouth to the poor man, and 
swore he should be eKcommunicated for playing such 
tricks with the church . The man told him he was forward 
enough to have his tithes, so having ten children, and find- 
ing nine too many to keep, he was resolved he should have 
his due, and have the tenth. And further added, if he of- 
fered to make any more stir about it, he would acquaint ev- 
ery body with his encouraging him to steal from his neighs 
bors,. 

The father finding that the ra^n had too much under- 
standing to be priest-ridden, thought it his best way to 
hoH his tongue. . But. the secret was disclosed, and the 
priest led a sad sort of life : For whenever he came for 
his tithes, many would ask. him, if he would have his 
tithe- pig ^ In short the frlav was shamed out of the island, 
ancj the fraternity were obliged to send aijother man in 
his room, wjio . very often hears the stQi?y of the child^ 
though much against his will. 

We , anchored first within a bow- shot of the island of 
Parrots, in seven fathom water ! but we were informed 
the best place to water the ship was two leagues beyond 
the island of St. Catharine's. We had our present want* 
supplied from the continent, though not enough to water 
the ship J so we resolved to steer for the Watering place, 
in the bay of Arazatiba. . 

We steered between the island and the continent, and 
dfi the way, on each side* we discovered a beautiful pixis- 
pcct of houses, environed with natural woods and groves, 
which gave the eye a vast delight. When we approached 
the bay of Arazatiba, we perceived a ship, with English, 
colors, witli her anchor a peak, in order to discover wha 
we were t I immediately, hoisted English colors, but 
prepared. for an. engagement), as imagining her to be 
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French (or some English pirate), for there was war be- 
tween the two nations ; but I found it was a privateer, 
coinroanded by captain Dampier, who made me \ visit, 
after having hailed us. When he was on board, he used 
many persuasions to engage me to consort with him, and 
follow the business of privateering ; but I told hinj, I ha4 
other affairs to manage. After I had treated him hand* 
somely with what the shi(]t afforded he Xo6k his leave, and 
invited me to dine on board his vessel the next day. I 
gave him my promise to wait on him, and I accordingly 
M'ent, where I was veiy handsomely treated, and there we 
agreed two days after to make an entertainment jointly 
for the officers of both ships on shore ; and the day after 
that for the rest of the crew. 

In order to this I commanded a large tent to be pitched, 
capable of holding fifty persons ; and we strove who should 
send the most materials on shore for our feast. We had 
the music of both vessels : but mine, proving to be the best, 
as being Italians, gave the most delight j not but they 
joined in conceit, and agreed very well. 

After dinner, captain Dampier told me, thougji he could 
not oblige me with Italian music, yet he had an English 
eunuch that sang admirably : he added, he could not answer 
for his judgment, but he was very well convinced he never 
heard a finer voice in hi^ life. The person was brought 
in : but my readers may guess at my surprise, when in the 
person of the singer, I discovered my mistress's lawyer, 
whom my master and his friend had equipt for a fine singer. 
I knew him as soon as ever I saw him, but I perceived by 
his behavior he had no knowledge of me ; neither was it 
very probable he could have known me, because he had ne- 
ver seen me but once, and then he had too much concern 
to make any observations : but the occasion had imprinted 
in my mind a lively idea of him. 

He sung admirably well, and with good judgment. I 
asked the captain how he dame to be an eunuch ; he told 
me he could not inform me, neither could he ever prevail 
upoii him to let him know it. We were merry for several 
hours ; and I may safely declare that dmring that time I. 
had buried my inward malady. 

I told the singer, I believed I could let captain Damr 
pier into the secret of his castration if he woiild not be 
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ofiVnded at it* He seemed to be very much concerned, 
and blushed ; but imagining I-kncw nothing of the tnal- 
tcr, he gave me his consent 16 s^ what I thought fit ; yet 
with the utmost chagrin in his countenance, as bclievaig 
be was only to be made the jest of the company. 

But when I began to name ray master, £ind entered into 
sotne part of the story, I found him in the utmost confu- 
sion, insomuch that I pitied him, and lold him I wbuld 
not pro(»eed any farther without his consent. He told me, 
in bad French (for he observed that the captain and I some- 
times talked to one another in that language) that I was 
very welcome to tell his unfortunate story, but not to so 
inany auditors ; for, added he, I perce^ive you know it very 
ivell. I gave him ^y word only to tell the captain ; for 
which hethanked me ; but I told him, in return, that he 
»iust let me into the rest of the story ; which he promised 
to do. . The captain and I, with my quondam lawyer, took 
an opportunity of leaving the company, and walking a lit- 
tle way up the river side ; where I informed him that I 
came to the knowledge of his-slory by the porter that dog- 
ged him (for I did not think it ooavenient to let him know 
that I w^s a person concerned) and that seeing him go into 
the coach in Lombard-street, J remembered his /ace again. 
He gave us his story in the following manner : 

I was bred up to the law by my father, an attorney of 
Lincoln's Inn, M'ho dying, left me a small estate, which I 
»oon spent in none of the best company. I had no thoughts 
of businessy till drove to it through the utmost necessity. 
But finding want approaching, began to open my eyes, 
took chambers in Clifford's Inn, and resolved to stick to 
liusincss. I soon found clients enough, through the credit 
of my father ; and understanding the rough as w^ll as the 
smooth part of the law, I got money enough, to supply 
even any extravagance. I had ever been a very great 
iidmirer of the female sex ; and had the good fortune, or 
rather the ill, to succeed ii> most of my amours. 

The first time I ever saw the fatal cause of my misfor- 
tune, was at St. Dunstan's chuixh (\<^hich, to my shame I 
must own, I too often frequented without devotion). Our 
eyes often told us the language of thd heart. I got the 
opportunity of sitting in the next pew to her i but had 
Clever once disclosed my passion. 

h 
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nilla ship ; for the mcrchanu always put their supply td 
BaldWia in the ship that carries the money to pay the gar- 
rison, that being the only time to dispose of their goods. 

This prize made my nwn mad with joy, and I feared \t 
would make them think they should have enough, and con- 
sequentfy desrre to return home. But I soon found it had 
the contrary effect, and they all expected, from this earnest 
of good fortune, riches enough io the voyage we proposed, 
to make theni for ever happy. 

I treated the prisoners handsomely, which were forty -si:f, 
including fifteen ftlons, who were pleased to hare changed 
their masters ; expecting better usage from us, than froim 
the Spaniards of Baldivia, where they were dejsigncd. 
'k here was one Roberts, an Englishman, among them, who, 
I have been informed, has been executed ^nce for piracy t 
I entered him, two Frenchmen, four Spaniards and the tiHim* 
peter, in my books, to reinforce my crew ; understanding 
their crime was only suspicion of |>iracy, theref-^rc I was 
convinced they were good sailors. But 1 did not know liow 
to dispose of the ship and the rest of the crew. If I should 
give them their liberty, they would of course alarm the 
country ; and if I kept them with me, pi'ovisions would fall 
short, for they were victualled but for a month's voyage. 
. The Spanish captain, being informed of my fears, lold 
me, by my interpreter, that he had received such haridsome 
usage from me, that he would,' upon his honor, steer to 
what port I thought fit, and report, if I pleased, that 1 was 
sailed back again for the North Sea. I told him, that tho* 
I could rely upon his honor, he could not answer for all the 
rest. At last 1 thought of a stratagem to deceive the Span- 
ish captain, as well as the other prisoners, as follows. In 
the first watch of the night, the prisoners being all^ under 
hatches, I came to our sailors upon deck, and told thena 
the inconsequences of keeping or letting go the pnsoners ; 
and therefore concerted with Uiem, that they should pre- 
tend a mutiny the next day, and all declare for going back 
through the straits into the North Sea. When the first 
watch was relieved, 1 acquainted the other moiety of the 
company, and then retired to rest. But my slumbers were 
broken with visions ot* my dear Mrs. Villars: I dreamed I 
saw her^n the arms of the renegado Hamet, struggling and 
calhng to me for help, but before I could come to her k«« 
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sistancc, death had fieed her from the barbarous wretch. 
This dream had brought to my mind all my afflictions, and 
1 cannot tell how lojng I should have continued feeding upon 
my sighs, if I hadnoti>een alarmed with shouts and noises 
upen/leck. I ran out to see what was tjie matter, and found 
my men, as was designed, in their feigned mutiny. I had 
forgot at first, and was much alarmed ; but recollecting, I 
carried on the cheat. And grief had so seated herself on 
my c«untena«cc, with the thoughts of my dream, that one 
of ray quartermasters told me afterwards, that. my looks 
were enough to deceive all the world. " -V 

The Spaniards had leave to be upon deck aU the dayi^' 
and care was taken not to let them into the secret. At dinner- 
1 teld th^ Spai)ish captain (for he and the merchants always ' 
, ate- with me) that I thought his speeches yesterday were 
prophetic, for 1 was compelled to comply with my obstinate 
crew, and sail for the North Sea again. He replied,' he 
"wished me happy wherever I went; and to carry on the 
deceit, we steered our course back again. 

In the afternoon Roberts came to me, and told me that 
one of the Spaniards who was willing to stay with us, would 
undertake to bring me Jon thousand pieces of eight in ten 
days if I would let him ha^e the prize. Upon what Ro- 
berts said, I sent for the man, and had him examined by 
Roberts, who understood Spanish very well ; the Spaniard ' 
,told me, he would not have me enquire into the secret till it 
was done \ and for the better security, I might send who I 
thought fit with him, provided he had one of bis compan- 
ions that was to help him in the design. Accordingly, I or* 
dered twenty hands, and to obey the Spaniard in this expe- 
dition, as if he was their captain. '^ 

We agreed to wait for them the limited time, in the same 
degree we parted from them. I informed the Spanish caj>- . 
tain, by an interpreter, that his countryman was gone upofi 
some secret expedition, and as soon as he returned, we 
. would pursue our course* He answered, whatever he ha^ 
undertaken, he Wjas of the opinion he would succeed in it, 
for he had certainly as much cunning as any ^rson in th« 
world ; he had been condemned to Baldivia once before and 
made his escape from thence ; and he did not doubt but he 
would get fi-om them again, if he had been carried thcrethe 
second time;, and farther give me some hints, that he 
might deceive mc iu this undertaking. 
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1 began to be in some fear of having a knavUh I nek 
played me, and would have recalled the ve?>'^fel liad it not 
bt'cii too late : but hoping^ for the best, I resolved lo cruise 
tiH the time appointed was expired. 

I hat] clothed my two Indians that were presented me 
hy tht governor of Buenos Ayres in European habits, very 
handscnicly, and instructed them in the English tongue t' 
they very readily learnt ; and I gave them all the tender 
iisaj^c imaginable, which they were obligingly sensible of ; 
aiid I believe they would have sacrificed their lives to have 
served me, I found them very handy, and doetle, and 
good natured ; which convinces me, if mild methods were 
vised with them, they might be very easily broaght to be 
friends to the Europeans, especially the English. And I 
think It is a great pity such a vast body of people shoiild 
be ignorabt of the Divine Being that fbiTned the universe. 
*l'Hbugh the Spaniards, it is true, send missionaries among^ 
1 hem lo inculcate Christianity, yet they generally neglect 
iheir holy function, and strive all they can to enrich them^ 
selves by laying exorbitant taxes upon the poor Indians : 
and 1 have been informed, that in some parts of America, 
all the wealth they get is delivered to the mission, reserv*. 
ing to themselves only what is needful, and that but from 
:. day to day. I had my two Indians made Christians ; one 
/^ Jiy the name of Robert, and the other Joseph ; being mine 
find my father's names. And I hope, in the si^h'tof God, 
i Uy baptism will suffice ; especially when we had not the 
liappiness of the» other form. And it is very possible, if 
they lead goo'd fives, they may find their road to Heaven 
as well las if they had been christened in a church by an 
orthoiJtix clergynaan. - 

Tljice days before the tinrrc I expected my 6J)aniard 
back, we discoved two sail making up to us, which mad« 
us piepare for an engagement ; but we 'soon pcJVoeivcd it 
w&s cur prize, with another vessel.— The Spaniard came 
en board, and informed me (hat he had been something bet- 
ter than his word, for he believed that in money and in goods 
he hud bi^tight' to the Value of 8©,000 dollars. He gave' 
lis the following accoiint by Roberts : Last time I was pri- 
' wj/ier Jit B&ldivia, I was compelled to work fer one Don 
Ssincho Ramirez, a sordid, *^covetous, jealous, malicious 
iTi^ich, one thftt Qsed to deal in merchandise. It was his 
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iiati'al method to wait at a country house near the sea, for 
* the arrival of the Real Situado ship (which was the same. • 
1 had takew) and then go privately'on board, to deal witk 
the merchants. The knowledge of this made me under- 
take, this expedition, as well to get money as to be reveng- 
ed on the old villain, for the stripes he had often given 
me without any provocation. When we arrived within 
half a league of the place, we perceived a bark riding at 
anchor. I began to demur, as fearing we might be dis- 
covered ; but at last resolved to proceed, jlet what would 
happen. The bark weighed, and made ta\Vards u&, which 
occasioned another surprise ; but my .fears were soon over, 
when I perceived Don Sancho upon cjedk. He hailed us, 
and desired we would slacken sail, that he might come ou 
board. Accordingly we ran into a sn>all cieek, ^nd came, 
to an anchor. I did not appear at first, .bwt let the other 
Spaniard that went with us, personate the cajptain, anS in- 
structed him accordingly. As soon^as iie;caine on,lfeard, 
he enquired for Don Juan Villegro (for th^at^'gentleman^r 
ed to command the Real Situado) and wji^*$ta»wt!ffed, tli^ 
he was very ill, and could not sail thi$ v«y^^. .* Then he 
enquired for the merchants, telling him that the governor • 
had discovered his usual practice of dealing first with theit) ; 
therefore he had contrived to meet tis in onp of liis own 
vessels, that was ready laden fgr BuerfosAyres, imd onlj 
staid for our arrival to set sail. I was glad to hear ol' t lir^t^ 
because I intended to make a prize of it. The SiJani,iRl 
invited him into the cabin, While 1 went on board iiis bnikj 
with ten men armed, and secured it, there being but frvc 
menand a boy in it. The rest of the crew were on shore, 
I cut her cable and our own, and made out to sea agarn. 
When we were under sail, I came on board, and slie^^td 
myself to the old Bon ; and in a few vvords made brm uw- 
derstand his Condition. I thought at first we should have 
been obliged to have buried him, for he looked for a great 
while like one that was dead. But I Recovered him a iittle, 
by shewing him the box that contained his heart and i>£jul 
(I mean his money.) He did his. endeavor to fly at m* 
to be revenged on me j but he was ht'ld ;^ but to give hiijj 
a little more comfort, I read over to I'im his bill of Udiiig,. 
and told liin;i plainly, I would not deal with iiim if ln%\ 
goods did not answer hib 1m il. When he found he couli 
, .' ■ M 
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do no good by passion, he told me he would give me half," 
his money, if I would restore him his ship and cargo*. 
1 was very wcjl as I was, 1 told him ; and since I had got 
it dll in my possession, I would have no more dealingjs. 
with him, only the odd ten thousand pieces of eight more 
for his ransom. He was so thunder-struck at this, that he 
did not so much as offer to open his mouth to speak ; but 
kept so long silent, that I, fancying he would never spe^k 
again, took him upon deck, that he might behold the love- 
ly prospect of the water ; for by this time we were out of' 
sight of land. His heart then began to melt, and be ^I 
down upon his knees, and begged he might have his li«!^ 
berty, notwithstanding we had robbed him. I was in a 
very great passion, and ordered him to molify the word, 
and call it over-'rt aching ; which, with much chastise- 
ment, he did. But,* I told him, he was obliged to make 
you# honor one visit ; and accordingly I have brought him. 
to wait on you. 

I must confess, I could not help adrainng the Spaniard's 
Ingenuity, and yet I did not greatly relish the action ; for 
though it was lawful prize to us, yet I thought it was down- 
right robbery to him. However, I gave him the thanks 
our interest required ; and further told him by Roberts^ 
our interjireter, that he should be very well rewarded for. 
his undertaking. 

The old Spaniard was brought on board us, more dead, 
than alive ; and understanding We were English, he spoke 
lo nje in thiti languiigLj aRd begged he might be set at li* 
berty. 1 told hiin> he need not apprehend any thing, for 
he should have his liberty and civil usage. He thanked 
me as well ks his grief would give himjeave, and I invit- 
ed him to dine with nic ; which he did accordingly the 
same day. 

I ordered the cargo out of the bark, which was veiy 
considerEibkt aed mtjsi of the provision, because I feared' 
it would be what wc should want. The other vessel, as be- 
longing to the king of Spain, and one who could pretty- 
well bear that loss, 1 ititended to keep for ourselves. The 
bark I restored to Don Ramirez, with several bales of 
good^ that would prove of small use to us, though of value 
lo him ; nay, 1 would very willingly had given him all his 
^ejud3 and money loo^ if it had not been f©r wronging my 
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fcrfeW ; for, as 1 said, I looked upon it as gained by fraud. 
However, I ventured to give him back twenty thousand 
rials, which did not amount to mine and my owner's share, 
lie returned me his acknowledgments, by giving me a 
very handsome ring that they had not taken from him ; and 
told me, he ever thought the English generous enemies. 

I caused all the, prisoners to be put on board the bark, 
and took my leave of them. They returned m« abundance 
of thanks for my kind usage ; and vowed, if ever fortune 
slioukl send any of our countryraen among them, they 
Should fare the better for my sake. I must own I was not 
displeased wiih their acknowledgments : a man feels a se- 
cret pleasure within himself when he has done a humane 
action : and, on the contrary, if a person has been guilty of 
baseness, horror and remorse gnaws his conscience. 

The day after I had parted with the prisoners, I summon- 
ed all my men upon deck ; and told them what the Spaniard, 
had done for them, and advised with them what recompense' 
I should make him. We soon agreed that he should have 
five thousand pieces of eight, his companion five hundred, 
and the rest of them entitled to a share of the booty we had 
before taken. Accordingly P*ent for them, and told them 
what I intended : the Sp1&niard retHrned me thanks in French^ 
for he had been informed I understood that language.; 

1 found in his discourse, a ready turn of wit artd liu^iBgj 
and a person that had read mankind. He did net ^ 
be above thirty years of age, of a free and open na*»^ 
ing nothing of the stiff formality of the Spaniard ij th6ii| 
born at Seville in Old Spain. I told him 1 exptcicd^ short J 
account of his Ufe : he readily answered, he should be proud 
to comply, with my desires, but he begged I would defer it 
for some ttme, till he might be a little more used to ray 
. conversation.; for, said he, mine has been a very merry and 
odd sort of i|>life, and therefore, till 1 have more freedom, 
I ^all desisi) because I shall lose the spirit in telling it. 

We steereiiour course towards Panama, depending t!!^%^,. 
our prisoners would spread the report of our g6ing ba%k 
again for the N^r^hSea. In thirty-six degrees and forty*" - 
live rainutes,we discovered a veslel steering the same course. 
I ordered the priz«.to chace her^ and before night she took 
ber. It was a bark laden with tallow and hides, boun^ for 
La Conception. I repented ths taking of her, for w« soon 
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Averc taken on board us, who finding wc were En^»iJ^. 
. seamed very willing to serve us ; and I promised jl^^g^ 
tlieir shate'c^th?^ booty if we succeeded. These si't^en^. 
were old ChrisiiSkns, as they called themselves, and they 
value themselves very much upon it, despising the Creo- 
Hans. We made all the sail we could after the Manilla 
«hip, and Eoon overtook- h^r; for eur small vessel had kept 
. ' l>ei«irery well in play, thoU|;ii jhe had warm work of it, and. 
her rigging was very much shattered, though theyliad 
not lost a single man, but she was obliged to foil astern to 
mend her tackle. I ordered them to send me twenty men 
on board, which I wjas obliged to lay by for. I had brought 
ail my guns to bear on one side, and did not fire one till i 
came under her stern ; and then I poured them into her^ ^ 
and tacked about to charge again. I observed a boat busy 

* about her stern, but could not imagine what they were 
*^ doing* However, I resolved they that were in it should 

^ifl it a difficult matter to go on board again, but I waa 
- much surprised to'filid it my own boat with Don Pedro in 
it, who hadtakwihe occasion in the smoke of our first 
broad- side to nail up the rudder, so that the ship could not 
tack about. He made what haste he could on board the 
bark, which had now mended all lier rigging, and got un- 
der the stern ; and ks fast as the Manilla ship sent men to , 
clear her rudder, he prevented them with his small shot. 
In the mean, time we ventured to come along side -of her, 
notwithstanding her monstrous bulk, and gave her such 
entertainment, that she called out at last for quarter, and 
struck their colors. I ordered all the officers to come on 
boar<^wh^ they did. I received them all very civilly, 
and^Bimediately after went on board the prize. J was. 
amazecl at4ier vast bulkl She had seven decks, and built . 
•^^ strong that not one of our shot hs^d gone through \ yet 
they had above sbcty men killed through their ports, and 
other vacancies ; luid, what was very surprising, we had 
not one, and but two wound|ed. 

They had above one hunclred men sick on board theip, 
so that the ship looked like an hospital. It was very^rich* « 
ly laden, and valued at 1,890,000 dollars, and upwards. 

^We feund but Ji tile money on board, besides the plate be- 
- longing to the governor of; Lucpnia, one of the Philippine 

* UluQdS)^ who was come hooi«. to his own country^ being a 
^ Oative^f Mexico. " - - * " 
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.;Though this was the richest prize that ever was taken> 
' yet we did hot know well what to do with it. It would be 
an impossibility to work her^ into the North Sea, or back 
again to the East Indies, withjout farther help ; for we had 
more prisoners, by two to one, than we had sailors aboard : 
so we once more advised with Don Pedro, who counselled 
us to sendlo Acapulco, and have the ship and men ran-, 
aomed. We all thought it would be both difficult and dan- 
gerous. Don Pedro told us there should be neither, and ' 
he would undertake to do it.. But, however, as it was a 
thing of very great consequence, we desired he would tell 
us in what manner it should be done : — Why as thus, said^ 
he ; I'll take the bark, with the captain of the Spanish man 
of war, the quondam governor, and one or two more of the 
best quality, who shall mal&e the case known to the city of 
Acapulco, and no other way but by letter ; for .1 will net 
suffer -but one of them to go on shore, and I'll take cate, to 
order it well enough to give you notice, if they should sen^. 
any force against us, though there is no danger they 
should ; for, added he, they have no men of .war within 
two hundred leagues of them ; that which was taken be*- 
. \n% all they had to guard their coast. We were well sA^ 
tisfied with his^ reasons, and gave him leave to proceed as 
he thought fit ; and accordingly the next day he set sail 
with those persons mentioned, ak>ng with him : and, by 
the advice of all, we followed him, being very well convin- 
ced, by the Spaniards themselves, there was nothing of 
force to be apprehended. I had fitted up the Spanish 
man of war again, and resolveid^to keep her, and dispose 
of the bark. Therefore, as soon as we came within sight 
of land, I ordered every thing to be taken out of her, and 
put on board the Spaniard) who we found was a very good 
sailer* 

The day following, Don Pedro came on board, with se- 
veral merchants and persons of quality, to treat about the 
ransom of the prize ; and we agreed for 1,200,000 dollars, 
after we had taken several bales •f rich goods out of her. 
The money was to be paid hi six days, and \wjt were to stay 
where w^ rode ; for I did not much care to trust them 
too far. / 

In the mean time we sent all their sick and wounded on; 
shore. The bark we disposed of for provisions and otbcr 
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necessaries, and took the opportunity of waiting for the 
money, to water our ships. At the time appointed, th^ 
money came, and we surrendered the ship to the Span- 
iards. Now we agreed by joint consent to go home, for 
we were all rich enough, and every one of the crew 
thought so ; yet we resolved to touch* kt St. Salvador^ on 
the coast of Brasil (and make our way through the Magel- 
lan Straits; as well to take in some refreshments, as to dis-" 
pose of the rest of our goods, and careen our vesselb. 

Accordingly, we put our design into execution, and made 
the best of our way for the Straits of Magellan, and dis- 
covered those noted clouds, which are a sure guide to sai- 
lors, the third of May. We found the weather extremely 
cold, and th6 mountains covered with snow ; but we were 
well provided with good liquors, and all convenient cloth- 
ing. We authored in Port Famine ; formerly called 
Knight's Bay, by the Dutch, in a voyage, 1598, with a 
fleet of five sail ; where, meeting with many troubles, and 
to eternize the memory of the voyage (it being the first 
the Dutch made to those straits> the admiral knighted six 
of the officers, by the title of Knights of the Furious Lion. 
The oaths they received at the ceremony were, never to ' 
do, or consent to do, any thing against their honors, or to 
prejudice their present voyage ; to expose their lives for 
the service of their commonwealth, and to do their utmost 
in driving the Spaniards from their golden world. They 
were installed on shore with a sea-green garter, and a' 
table built, with their names engraved on it. 

We saw several of the inhabitants, who were easily pre- 
vailed upon to come on board us. But I could find noth- 
ing extraordinary in tfceir height, as is fabulously reported. 
The tallest I could see among them did not exceed six 
feet. They are certainly a poor tniserable people, but very 
harmless ; and I ana apt to believe all former stories of 
their monstrous he'fght and cruelty to be fables. 
' We got through the Straits once more, into the North 
Sea, and by degrees came into a warmer climate. But a 
temble storm "overtook us, just as we were within sight <^ 
Pepy*s Island, which drove us in sight of Port Desire, upon 
the continent ; and therefore W4J thought it the safest way 
to run into the bay ; which accotdingly we did, and cam« 
to an anchor in seventeen fathom watert 
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At the south side of the port lies Penguin Island, so cal- 
led from a multiplicity of those birds resortmg there. Our 
men went on shore, and in three hours time brought on 
board five hundred of the fowls, and several thQusands of 
their eggs ; which proved delicious food. They are called 
Penguins, not from their fatness, as some aOthors affirm, 
but from their whiteness mixed with black. They are about 
the bigness of a goose, weighing from nine to fourteen 
pounds ; and though thtir chief diet la fish, yet ihey have 
no fishy taste. Their skin is very thick, their bill is Hkc 
that of a ra\en, though not altogether 50 cix>oked ; their 
neck is short and thick, and the rest of their body resem- 
bles a goose, excepting their wings, which are only two 
slumps covered with feathers, which they make use of in > 
swimming. Their feet ^re black, like those of a swan. 
They breed in holes of the rocks, which are so numerous, 
there is hardly any walking. foi fear of falling into them. 
When they walk on shore, 'tis upright, with their wings 
hanging down, so that tiiey appear m that poslure like pig- 
mies. We staid but two days here, and then steered our 
course for Rio Jane iroj or the river of January, intending 
lo touch at St. Sebastian first> and if we did not succeed 
there, to sail for St. Salvador. When we ai;rived there, 
the Portuguese would not permit us to enter the bay, but 
fired several guns from the forts, loaded with shot, to dete^ 
us from anchoring. We could not imagine the meaning 
of it : but however, we left them in that humor, tind steer* 
ed for St. Salvador; and in twenty-one days w« discoverecl 
Praya de Zumba, a place very easily kuown, from a nunv 
ber.of white spots, which appear like linen, hung out to 
whiten or dry^ We passed fort St- Anthony, and saluted 
it with eleven guns, which returned us un equal number, 
without the charge of sl>ot, and came to an anchor within 
half a league of the city ; which we also sliluted with elCf 
. Ten guns, and.receivcd but seven in return. 

By advice of the officers, I shared .among the sailors a, 
thousand pieces of eight a man ; >Yl>ich pleased them ex- 
ceedingly. The next day I went to wait on^the governor* 
who deceived me very civilly, and desired I would dine with 
him. We were very magnificently served; and a band of 
Italian music played all the while. After dinner I m^de 
my presents, which he accepted of very kindly \ but whea. 
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I came to treat about our commerce, he flatly denied me, 
telling me it was against the king of Portugal's express or*- 
ders to sufife^ any trading with foreigners. I begged his 
pardon if it was not to be complied with. He would havfc 
returned my present, but I f)ressed him to accept it in s6 
obligingly a manner, that he did ; and told me in French, 
that since he saw my generosity, he would comply with me. 
He imtnediatcly sent for several merchants, and took them 
into his closet, where they stayed some time. When they^ 
came out again, the governor told me those gentlemen would 
go on board, and view our commodities ; and if we could 
agree, he would be answerable for the money. One of the 
persons seemed to be of a more free and open disposition 
than the Portuguese generally are (though most of the in- 
habitants of St. Salvador affect the manners of the French.) 
We soon made an end of our bargain, and my merry mer- 
chant would oblige me to go ashore and sup with him that, 
night. He pressed me so heartily, that I could not refuse 
him ; and accordingly 1 went, with only my two Indian 
sei-vants, who began to be undei-stood in English. 

When we arrived at the merchant's house I was surpris- 
ed to fmd it so magnificent. He led us into a handsome 
summer-house in the garden, where he told me we were 
to sup ; and, said he, to convince you that you are welcome, 
I will bring my wife and daughter to keep us company, 
which is reckoned a thing extraordinary among us. But, 
added he, 1 have been in England and France, and I find 
the women are not the less honest for having their liberty* 
I told hira I thought constraint did but whet their inventions 
to gain their desires. Said he, 1 am of your mind, therefore 
I give them all the liberty they desire, and 1 cannot find 
that 1 have reason to repent it. 

Ifi a little time he ushered in the two ladies, his wife and 
daughter, both very beaatifui, and notwithstanding the heat 
of the climate, very fair. The wife seemed about five*and- 
thirty, the daughter about sixteen, and they both spoke ve- 
ry good French. Our conversation was kept up with all 
the spirit I was capable of, I soon discovered a great deal 
of wit in ihem both, and made them a compliment in find- 
ing ladies so extraordinary in so remote apart of the world. 
• When we had supped, the merchant (whose name was 
Don Jaques) told me it was his custom to provide beds f(ar 
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Us guests, as well as supper : And after we had walked a 
turn cr two round tGe garden, wc all retired to our several 
apartments. 

The next morning we drank chocolate together, and I 
invited Don Jaques, with his wife and daughter, to dine - 
witd me on board the next day, which he consented to. I 
now beggvd leave to be gone ; but it being very hot,^ he 
had provided me with a silk palanquin ; which is a thing 
like a hammock, with a canopy over it carried by two blacks, 
with each a rest to hang it on while they take breath. 
This is all the vehicle in use at St. Salvador, by reason of 
the unevenness and steepness of the situation. :. 

' I prepared for them with all the magnificence I could 
the next day* And when they saw the variety of dishes 
dressed- after the EnglifJ^ manner, they were mightily 
pleased ; and to add to their satisfaction, the music I had 
on board played sevaral pieces, accompanied by the trum- 
pet I had got from on board the Spanish prize ; fomotwith-- 
standing his being trumpeter to the garrison of Baldivia, 
yet he was better pleased to be where he was. We drank > 
the king of England and the king of Portugal's health sev- 
eral times, witlithe discharge of our cannon ; and when the 
time for their going onshore came, I fastened a small pre-, 
sent of several sorts of silk upon the wife and daughter. . 
Don Jaques perceived what I was about, and merrily said, 
That is not fair ; we did not pay you for your company yes- 
terday, and yet I believe it was as valuable as that you re- 
ceived to-day, at least in my opinion. I shall not answer 
for the ladies, said he, they are both capable of speaking 
for themselves. I received many compHments on all hands ; 
but not dealing mueh in them, I am very willing to forget, 
them. 

In a day or two after, Don Jaques came oh board, and ; 
told me the money for the goods was ready, but I should 
not have it, unless 1 came myself to receive it. I according- 
ly went with him, and he made me continue there all night, 
where we had the conversation of the ladies as before. 

- When I was going away the next day, he told me he 
should soon find if any thing else besides money had the 
power to bring me to see him. 1 told him, to convince 
him of that, 1 would come and dine with him the next day ; 
-which accordingly I did. After diane^> I expressed a de« . 
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whatever violence I did myself, I took my leave. Don Ja. 
quesaenderly embraced me, and was so much overwhelnn.* 
ed with grief, that I could 4iot forbear sympathizing with 
him : but I ordered his servants (whom 1 had liberally re- 
warded for the trouble I gave) to shut the door, to prevent - 
their master's going any farther. 

' I walked towards the port very melancholy, though with' 
some precipitation ; but was rouzed out of it by one of my 
Indians crying, master, take a care ! take a care ! I turned 
about, and saw four Pbrtuguese pursuing us.- I made a 
stand, and drew my sword, took my cloak from my Indian, 
and put it across my arm to defend myself the better. 
They all four attacked me at once ; but my Indians, whom 
J had ordered to \vear swords on shore, fell upon them fti- 
Tiously, and dispatched two of them immediately ; and I 
made a shift to drop a third, though not without receiving 
several wounds. The fourth ran for it j but my Indians 
being as nimble footed as does, soon overtook him, and 
dragged him down^the hill by the hair of his head ; whije 
lie cried out all the while MiSericordia ! Misericordia ! 
The noise we made had brought up my boat's crew, who 
w'ere all armed with pistols and cutlasses ; and the guard 
coming in the mean time, and seeing my Indians dragging 
the fugitive, fell upon us : but my crew and Indians charg- 
ed them so furiowsly, that they soon put them to flight, 
though treble our number : though this availed us but lit- 
tle, for the whole garrison 'was coming down, upon us. I 
then ordered my crew to resist no more, but submit to 
them ; for as we were innocent, 1 di<J not muclt fear to 
come off clear. 

Tlie bustle had roused Don Jaques, and his servants, 
^ who were soon infbrmed pf the condition I was \\^. He 
came in good time to interpose his authority ; for the Por- 
tuguese began to be outrageous. But the governor had 
sent a gentleman to bring us bt fore him ; and efccordingly 
I went, accompanied by Don Jaques. But the wounds I. 
had received bled so much, that they were obliged to car- 
ry me to Don Jaques's, and send for a surgeon. My hurts 
ivere. not dangerous, but I was very .faint with loss of blood* 

Don Jaques waited on the governor, and informed him 
of the condition I was in ; but the governor not underst^d- 
ling who was the aggressor^ ordered a guard of soIdiei*s at 
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the door of the house where I was. My boat's cnew soon 
got onboard, and alarmed both the ships, ^v^o immediate- 
ly weighed and came close to shore, where they had pre* 
pared to fire upon the town if I was not released instantly* 
J^ understanding the matter, sent one to inform them, that 
the guard was set upon me to secure me from the insults 
of the Portuguese, till the truth of the matter was disco* 
veredi This would not serve their turn, but a hundred of 
them, with- their officers and Don Pedro, landed, all well 
armed, and vowed to wait the event on shore. The gover- 
nor did me the honor of a visit, and enquired into the 
cause ; and I informed him, as well as my weakness would 
permit me. When they had examined the dead Portu- 
guese, they found one of them was nephew to the deceased 
viceroy. Upon the discovery of which, the Portuguese 
began to be very much exasperated, and were hardly re- 
strained from rushing into the house, and tearing me to 
pieces ; for though they did not regard the nephew, yet 
they had a great veneration for his deceased uncle, who 
behaved himself with a great deal of candor in his post, 
and the*inhabitants mightily regretted his loss. The go- 
vemorv appeased their fury by telling them I shovild have 
no favor shewn me if 1 was guilty, kt the consequence be 
what it would- And imme^ately a court was summoned 
to try me, though it was midnight ; and I was carried in 
A palanquin, weak as I was. But I was obliged to send for 
my lieutenant, and tell him that there was no danger; and 
also ordered him ta send the crew on baard again. When 
we came to the place of justice, the governor ordered mc 
a seat. But the business was soon ended j for the Portu- 
guese wejiad^cured, owned that his master had designed 
to murder nfe, because he was informed I was his riv^l in 
the beautiful Donna liianca (which was the daughter of 
l^on Jaques.) I was very much surprised, as well as Don 
Jaques, at this report, and we boih declared it was only a 
jealous suggestion of the gentleman ; which every one 
earae into ; and the grounds he had for it, was my often 
frequenting Don Jaques's house, upon the score of friend* 
ship only, and lodging there. 

The goverhor handsomely dismissed me, and told me he 
was very sorry 1 had been detained from my affairs. I 
rx.turnSd, th4 I was as sorry, to be the cause of so ua* 
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happy an accident, in a country where 1 had received so 
much civility. 

Don Jaques begged I would go back to his house, and 
stay till my wounds were well ; but the governor took us 
aside, and said to us in Fr<?nch, I know Don Jaques it is 
your friendship for the captain that makes you desire his 
company ; but, if 1 might advise you, I would baVe hiip 
go OH^ board upon the instant; for though he is very inno- 
1 ent as to the matter, yet I doubt some of the deceased^ 
friends or relations) which are numei'ous, not having re- 
f;ard to justice, will contrive some method to dispatch hiio 
out of the way ; for most of the Portuguese are jealous, 
malicious, and revengei'ul, and very seldom look into the 
merits of the cause, 

1 thanked the governor for his kind caution ; and Don 
Jaques, notwithstanding his friendship, could notbutcom^ 
ni to what he had said. I therefore ordered myself to be 
carried on board that moment. It being broad day, ih^ 
governor and his guard would accompany roe to the water*- 
side, but Don Jaques would go on board with me. Jn the 
boat he told me he had some thoughts of coming to reside 
in England \ for, said he, I have enough, and therefore I 
Avill in two or three years more, leave off tra£^c, and live 
quiet in the world. But he begged 1 would wri^e as sojop 
as I arrived in Europe, and let him know the place I had 
chose to live in; for, added he. Jet it be where it will, if 
it iskver my fortune to arrive safe in Europe, \ will takp 
another voyage only for the hopes of seeing you. 1 re- 
turned the acknowledgment due to so much friendship, 
and we parted with tears on both sides. 

As soon as I had got on boa,rd, the wind being fare, wre 
weighed and stood out of the bay. When we were out at 
sea, a letter was brought me written in Frenehi the trans- 
lation of which is as follows ; 

8in, 

I WAS resolved to make trial of you before I suffered my 
heart to chuse you for a friend ; and I am so well cotivinc? 
cd of tlie sincerity of your soul thatLwill confide in you a 
secret dear to my repose. • I had an amour with a beauti- 
ful lady before I was married that produced the bearer of 
tins letter, I have kept him concealed from my family, \xU 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Captain Robert Boyle. 149 

tberto, but tine pei:8on I trusted with his education, and this 
secret, being dead, I feared I should find some difficulty to 
conc'eal him any lonf^er here '; therefore, depending upon 
your good nature and friendship, I have ventured to send 
him to you witli sufficient to bear his expences in his edu- 
cation, wlych I would have suitable to the estate I have in 
Tcvf power to give him. 1 shall ever own this obligation, 
and always think it my greatest happiness to subscribe my- 
self Your sincere friend and servant, 

. « Jasiues de Ramirez. 

I must own I was very much surprised at this epistle and 
could not imagine his reasons for concealing itfrom me. I or- 
dered the person that brought the letter to be conducted in, 
and inlmediately entered my cabin one of the beautifulest 
boys that I had ever set my eyes on. He seemed to be 
about i^fteen, his hair fair and long, curling down his 
shoulders ; in short every feature so exact and uniform, and 
so ifihocent withal, that I was amazed. At last I took him 
by the hand and emliraced him, and told htm that for his 
father's sake, he should be as dear to me as my own son^ 
But finding he did not answer me, for I spoke to him in 
English, I repeated the same in French^ He returned mc 
thanks, and said he did not doubt but he should find it so. 

After some time, he delivered me a casket, in which 
were jewels to the value of five thousand pistoles, and a 
iitUe box which contained a thousand moidores. I told him 
1 would take as mtich care of them as if they were my own. 

These, sir, said the youth, arc designed to bear my 
charges. Then, ordering another box hi, he had it opened ; 
And told me, what it contained was a present froni his £ei* 
ther to me. When I examined it, 1 found six silver dish^ 
es, and three dozen of plates^of the same metal ; a dozen 
of knives, forks and spoons in gold, and half a dozen of gold 
sweetmeat plates, la a large box was a variety of aQ 
manner of conierves and cordials j and I wab informed he 
had-made small presents to every officer in the ship, and 
to the common sailors a week's fresh provision, with liquor 
io proportion. I was amazed at his bounty ; for his pre- 
sent to me was what a prince might have received. I 
thought it was my duty to show all the kindness I was ca- 
pable of to the son of so generous a father j therefore I 
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ordered him a field-bed in my own cabin ; and lits beha- 
viour was so engaging^, that I felt as much tenderness for 
him as if he had really been my own child : and, having 
•kill in surgery, I trusted him with the management of my 
wounds, though I had a very good ship surgeon, who sup- 
plied him with what he wanted. My hurts, ^hich were 
not dangerous, soon healed; and I recovered my strength 
again. 1 could not prevail upon yeung Don Fcrdiirand 
(Don Jaques's son) to go often on deck. He. said he would 
ralher choose to stay in the cabin, whei-e he had French 
books of his own, and some of mine, to entertain him ; 
ibr I had taken my opportunity to procure several in St. 
Salvador; and, among the rest/a French^and English 
Ciramraar and Dictionary, which mightily pleased Don 
Ferdinand, for he had a great desire to learn English. I 
gave him all the help I could : and he, ui rtturn, instruct- 
<;d'me in the Portuguese language ; so that in a short lim« 
we could discourse in either.- 

-We bad resolved to steer our course for the island of 
Tercera, the capital of the Azores; and after fifty days 
sail, we discovered the peak of one of the islands of Azores, 
>v>.ich is called Pico, from the mountain, it i$ in the i^e- 
semWance of a pyramid, apd may be discovered ai many 
leagues oif as the peak of Teneriffe ; for we were then by 
observation, thirty leagues off from it, and yet could see 
it distinctly. In two days more we discovered the islfind 
of St. Michael* ^V'e wtrc pleafed that we had entered 
,tiiat part of the world we call Europe, the biFth>place of 
most of us ; and what pkased us more wa3>~that we had 
jnade all our fortunes. ^ 

August the I9th, we anchored in the bay of Angra, the 
capita! of the Azores, in the island of Tercera. I cannot 
ijive any great commendation of the port, for I think it a 
\ ery indifferent one. We did not design to stay long,^ iMily 
to get some water, and some fresh provisions ; for w^ were 
informed there was no riding out a storm llere. We got 
ia what we wanted, with ail the expedition we could, while 
tae weather was favorable. 

The city^ is "feitu^ted at the bottom of the bay, under X}^9 
bi-ow of a hill c^lkd Monto de Brazil, or the Brazil Moun* 
tain ; but for what reason so called, 1 could not be informed^ - 
It is Ytry vYtll TjniiTcdj having two strong castka and eigh{ 
% . 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



' - \ Captmn Robert Boyle. 1|1 

batteries besides, with guns of thirty pounds shot: but it 
is very indifferently garrisoned, having no more than tvo 
hundred men in p^y, and most^wretchedly supplied, hav- 
ing had no clothing for three years. 

Th« town is very agreeable, liaving a stream of water 
running quite through it, which drives several nulls for the 
use of the public } and almost in every quarter ai e public 
fountains of excellent tasted water. From this place ai'e 
brought the finest canary birds, though less than those of 
the Canaries, yet they exceed them far in the excellency' 
,©fthw notes. 

Money is very scarce here, and consequently every thing 
cheap. I bought two months biscuit for the ships muclr 
cheaper than in any port of Europe. Corn is their chief 
commodity, which they send to Portugal ; But for any 
other trade, I believe the king of Portugal gets but little 
advantage. 

I was grown such a proficient in the Portt>guese tongue^ 
that I could make a shift to be understood ; and by under- . 
tta^ndingjthat language, soon found a key to the Spanish 
tongue, by the help of Don Pedro, who had learned to 
speak English very fluently. We got acquainted with one 
'of thefiiithers of the Cordelitfrs, who shewed us the churches, 
an4 other things of note in the city. The cathedral is a 
very handsome buildimg, and well painted, which goes by 
the name of St. Salvador; an^ there is no danger of mis- 
sing that title, and St. Alithony^ every where among the 
Portuguese. There ar« no less than twenty, besides the 
cathedral ; with four monasteries, and four convents, that 
have each their chapel beautifully adorned. When we had 
got ^hat refreshments were wanting, we set sail for the 
i>traitS) intending to touch no where, before wc were 
got into the Mediterranean ; and because we met with no* 
thtDtg exti'aordinary in our voyage to Gibraltar, I will, to 
div^rt^the reader, gi%e him, instead of the bearings of 
coasts, changes of winds, and unexpected storms, the Lifo 
of my companion Don Pedro Aquilio } which he related to 
^8 duriog the voyage, in tiie following manner : 
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Tub Life of jDOjV FEDRO AQUILIO^ 

iVxY fathey residing in France whei\ the commotions 
were engendering between the king and parliament, was 
made fast to the interest of Cardinal de ftelz, by marrying 
one of the nieces of a very great fortune. He had a hand 
in ^ost of the secret transactions of those times ;'and wa- 
ding too deep in the sea of trouble, was obliged to relire to 
his native counti*y. He, foreseeing what would happen, 
took care of His affairs accordingly, sold his estate in 
France, and sent my mother to Seville, the place of his 
birth, whither he soon followed. The king of Spain hav- 
ifig a very great regard for him, gavt; him several offices 
of honor, and profit ; and when I was bom, 1 was son to 
the first man in the city. My father, by living so long in 
France, had contracted the manners of the French; and 
the formality of the Spaniard seemed as strange to him as 
if he had been born in anot}ier climate. He had several 
children, though none survived but myself. When I had 
years enough -over my head not to fear tlie prejudice of 
education, he took a resolution of sending me tathe college 
of the Four Nations in Paris, to complete my studies ; and 
the first thing I learnt was to shake off all the customs of 
Spain, which was soon done, for they had taken but small 
impression in my mind, because I found my father was 
averse to them. 1 contracted a friendship for several young 
Fi'ench noblemen of my own age j for parity of years is 
the first step to friendship. . 

When I had reached my fifteenth year, I began to think 
of a mistress to complete my studies. And as I found it 
was a method among my companions to supplant each ' 
other in their females without any animosity,^ I set myself 
so willingly about it, that out of a dozen Madonas I made 
myself master of six of them. This occasioned many plots 
and contrivances to regain the flying fair ones : though I 
perceived most money laid out in presents had a prevailing 
force with tliem. We had our allowance paid quarterly^ 
and getting all my companions into gaming, I had the good 
fortune to strip them all. They seemed to be a little unea- 
sy, in losing their mistresses and money too i and my tell^ 
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i^g them} as I had got the females, I should have most oc- ' 
casion for inoney, signified nothing, but they all begged it 
as a great favor, that I would lend them half that I had 
won, to be repaid the next quarter : which, to oblige them, 
I complied with, and to play we fell again : but fortune 
changed her amiable looks from me, and I soon lost all I 
hfid woM^ with my own share too. The fickle dame favor- 
ed one of the company who would not lend any of us a pen- 
ny. . This chagrined the rest very much. But to prevent 
any more importunity, he went away to his own chamber* 
leaving room in our pockets for the devil to dance a sara- 
band, for we had not one cross to Jceep him out ; and what 
was our greatest mortification the holidays were approach- 
ing, that used to give us the opportunity t)f rambling into 
the country. The person that won ©ur money happened 
to be the last that was added to our soeiety ; and though h^ 
had not been long among us, we began to be tired of himi 
as much from his odd humors, as his effeminacy. I at 
last thought of a project lo be reveaged on him, and it was 
very much approved of by the rest of my companions.. 
The holidays being come, we designed for our country ren- 
deavous ; but he that bore the purse would not go with us, 
unless we could produce evci^ one so much money. This 
pat us to our shifts again : But my man, who was an arch 
wag, begged I would acaept of what he had ; for I had 
been so lucky as to have paid him his wages before my loss. 
I accepted of his offer, and took from him ten Louis d'ors s 
We contrived it so well, that they were shewn to Sir Snip 
fram every person of our society. Well, said he, sixty 
I..ouis d'ors will do our business; but who should be our, 
purse beai'er was what he cavilled at; and not 'caring to 
Irast any of us (and we resolved not to trust him) he pitch- 
ed upon my man to be cash-keeper, for us ail. And accor- 
dingly he put down in his pocket-book so much money in 
bank, received of such and such persons, when in reality 
he bad but twenty Louis d'ors. 

When we had contrived every thing, we took horse, and 
rode six leagues that evening, to the place where we de- 
signed to put in execution our project. We had agreed 
every night to pay the cxpences of the day, and have it 
set down in my man's^book. But when he was called for 
(as we had concerted,) no tha» was to be found. There 
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was a strange cnqurry made to no purpose ; and we all 
agreed he had taken the opportunity to rob us, and rlin 
away with our mortey* All that we had to do was to beg 
of Snip to discharge the house. But he declared he had 
not half a pistole in his pocket ; which we knew very Well, 
for he sewed all the rest into his waistcoat. Since it falli 
out so unluckily, said I, do not let us make kK»)wn our 
wants to the house, but go to rest, and consult to-morrow. 
Hay with. Snip, for fear he should take it into his h^ad to 
sneak* off. In the night, when I found he was^ fkst - asleep, 
I bundled up all his clothes and threw them out of the 
window to my mail who waited for them. 

When morning came, 1 desired him to rise, that we 
might get all together to consult ; but no clothes were to 
be found* He began to storm and swear, but all to no pur- 
pose ; for not one of his oaths would bring back a rag of 
his clothes. He told us in his ravings, that he had lost so 
much money, sewed up in his waistcoat. We upbraided him 
for his covetousness, in not letting us share with him; but 
it did not signify any thing. He threatened to go to the 
provost, and have the landlord secured ^ and would have 
done it, if he had not beeh naked. 

After raving to no purpose, he was obliged to go to bed, 
to avoid catching cold. He asked us, what he shoiild do 
in this condition, but all the advice we gave him brought 
him no consolation. 

He was very tall, and large made, and we used to call 
him in ridicule the Infant. He proposed to sell his hQrs« 
to clothe him, b«t being so much out of size there was not 
any thing to be had-ready made that would fit him : This 
was still worse and worse ; and though the horse was soH 
for fifty pistoles, we contrived it «o, that the landlord seiz- 
ed the money for his reckoning. This put him almost be- 
side himself, and he was ready to expire with vexation. 

i pretended to be much concerned at this usage, while 
the rest of our cQmpany laughed at his misfortune. I 
seemed to be very angry with them ; and told -them I would 
do my endeavor to remedy every thing. I made them ac- 
quainted, that I had just called to mind a person, a friend 
©f mincj that lived in the town,^ much of the Infant's size, 
and I would go and borrow a suit of clothes for him. He 
seemed very much rejoiced at this; foi* he resolved, as 
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soon as ever he was dressed, to take pp the landlord, and 
swear the robbery against him. 

I went as he supposed about his clothes ; and after stay- 
ing some time below, I went up wi\h a bundle, and seemed 
very much concerned that I could not succeed. I told the 
Infant the gentleman was gone to Lyons about business of 
concern, and had carried all his clothes with him. But I - 
had brought him a masquerade-habit that he had left be- 
hind him- 

' He expressed some satisfaction at the sight of it, that 
he should not be confined to lie in bed. But, said lie, if 
it were not for the name of clothes, a man might as well 
go naked, for there is no stirring abroad in this dress. 

It was the habit of a satyr, that we had made on pur# 
pose for the occasion, before we left Paris, When wc had 
equipped him, it was as much as I could do to keep my 
countenance at the figure he made ; and he seemed ,very 
much dissatisfied with it ; but," however, he wore it, to 
prevent his lying in bed. 

When we were at dipner, we made many contrivances 
to get away; but none feasible. 

I told them, at last, I had thought of a design that would 
certainly do our business, and nmke up our Josses, if the 
Infant would consent to it. He Readily replied, he would 
stick at nothing to do that. Why then, said I, if you will 
suffer yourself to be shewn in that habit, as a monster, 
newly arrived, I'll answe'r for the success of it. 

After much talk, he agrted to do it, on this proviso, 
That his face should be disguised. I told Khn I would step 
to my friend** house for the mask that was made to the 
habit. I I'etufned, and gave it to him ; and he was soon 
satisfied with the project. 

Notwithstanding the bustle we ni||||, none of the house, 
but the landlord, knew any thing ©fthe matter ; and the 
next day it was given out about the town that a monster 
was to be sfaewn in the afternoon. We had procured a 
chain and other materials, to carry on the joke ; and when 
the time came to exhibit, we had such a concourse of peo- 
ple to see our monster, it , being the holidays, that our 
profit gave us some satisfaction j for when the time of 
shewing was over, our money amounted to thcee-and- 
twenty pistoles j and the monster behaved himself so well, 
with our instructions; that he gave a gen^ei^l satisfaction. 

/ 
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f We had taken care he should appear so fiercej that none 
should approach near enough to discover the deceit. We - 
had a great deal of diversion at the ignorant people's sug- 
gestions. One country fellow asked how old he was ? I told 
him four years, three months, and five days* Lord bless 
me (he cried out), why, by the time he conies to be twen- 
ty, no house will be able to hold him. 

In fine, we showed him so long, that our money 
^mounted to upwards of an hundred pounds : which pleas- ' 
cd our Infknt so well, that he desired to continue a moh- . 
ster all the time oTthe holidays^! But we resolved lo carrjr 
the joke no further, though ive did not tell him so. 

vWe left the Infant chained to the^ost of the window, as 
usual, went down to my landloi'd, and gave him instruc- 
tions how to behave himself* We took care to satisfy 
liim very well for the trouble he had been at. 

We all rode away to the next village ; and putting up 
our hoi*ses, returned on foot, one by one, back again to the 
inn, and stole up stairs unperceived by any one but the 
landlord. The Infiiut, finding we staid longer than ordi- 
nary, began to make a great noise ; which the landlord 
hearing, he sent up one of his servants that knew nolhi6g 
of the secret. When the Infant saw him come in, he 
made several signs to him : but as the fellow knew noth-" 
ingof the jest, he did not much like the action of the In- 
fant, but ran down to his master, frightened out of his wits'. 
We had made peep-holes in the next room, where we 
' could perceive every action of tlie Infant's: -but he .was so 
very much enraged, that he sat down biting his nails for 
vexation ; for he began to perceive the trick we had put 
upon him. After sitting melancholy some time, he rose 
up and endeavored to undo the chains; but as they were 
tied close behind, an^fciade fast to a staple hi the wall, all 
his efforts proved vain. All our care was to keep from 
laughing, which was a very hard task. When he found* 
he could not free himself, rage entirely possessed him ; 
and the noise he made with stamping, and rattpng his 
chains, brought up several of the servants armed, who 
opened the door cautiously ; bdt notwithstanding their va*^ 
lor, ran away as soon as they^ perceived his menacing ac- 
tion ; and tumbling over one another, took ihe shortest 
way down stairs. 
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Ay hen wc thought he had mortification enoughy we 
sent bur landlord in to him with a good horse-whip, and a 
. ktterin his hand. As apon as he had got within the door, 
he spoke after/this manner/ in a landlord-like tone : I was 
pretty welt assured at the beginning, that thou wert a rank 
cheat; but now 1 am convinced of it, I will chastise thee 
first, and reason with thee afterwards, like other criminal 
jiidges, punish first, and enquire into the demerits of the 
cause afterwards, that justice may not wait for any body. 

These words were followed with some smart strokesy 
and the dialogue soon ])egan to be in much confusion ; for 
between the roaring of the Infant, the bawling of the land, 
lord, and, the smacking of the whip, it was a continual jar^ 
gon of noise ; and we were obRged all of us to own that our 
ho^t executed his commission to a hair. 

When he had a little recovered himself, he began to rea- 
son with his patient, who, that he might the b^tter hear him, 
laid himself down on his pallet to condole his afflicted body. 
But their questions being vei7 long, and the answers but 
short, consisting of two monosyllables, Ay or No, X will 
not trouble you with the relation. 

After their dialogue was over, he gave him the letter ; 
which discovered our design upcm him* He was thunder- 
struck at our combination ^ and uttered such imprecations 
of revenge, that the landlord was obliged to answer hiin 
with his whip : which soon reduced him to reanon* 

We began now to be tired of our Infant, and so put an 
end to our diversion a^d his torture, by sending him 
clothes ; though sonve of our company would have had 
him gone to Paris in that condition. 

In a few days after the frolic wiis over, he comn>enced a 
suit in law against us all foi- a robbery ; but the judges 
finding it only a trick of mirth, fined every one of the de- 
fendants six livrcs, and each to pay Ws own costs. This 
enraged the Infant the more, and he began to meditate a 
more pernicious revenge ; for now he appeared the ridU 
cule of the whole <:ity ; and he never could stir out with- 
out a train of boys at his heels. 

The first instance of it was as folfows : My servant hav- 
ing some intrigue on his hands, had made bold with my 
clothes, to carry it on ; and coming home pretty late, wa^ 
ehot through the back with a pistol ball, just %» he was 
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time of night ; I told them I was going to Sai*ap;o^) to 
my {riends, for I had serYed a gentleman in Cadis, that 
had discharged me for getting his maid with child ; and I 
Was obliged to walk all night, being I had not any money 
to pay for a lodging. I answered a great many other 
questions, With the same truth and simplicity ; and, after 
talking some time, two more came up to us, and asked 
the others who they had got witb them, Tliey went all 
altogether, and after a little talk, one that seemed to b^ 
the superior, came up to me, and told me, if I would 
make one of their enterprise that night, he would not onljr 
reward me well, but take me into his service 2 but if I re- 
fused after he had disclosed it to me, they would murder 
mt imme<?iaiely. 

I told him I would stick at nothing to get bread. Why 
then, said Sir Gravity, my name is Don Lewis : 1 hav« a 
mortal hatred to Ferdinand Aquilio, Governor of Seville. 
I have waited many years for my revenge, but never could 
get an opportunity to execute it till now. He has received 
one of my servants into his house as a domestic^ who thi^ 
night will open the door to u^, when I shall que^ieh my 
hatred of him with his blood ;'and further, todis^tch idl 
fear of resistance, I cah assure yoa there are but two more 
servants th the house, Whom my fellow has made drunk, 
which shall be ordered so, as if they had murdered thek", 
master. 

It was weH for me that darb»H5SS covered the liemisphere, 
^r the old devil eouW haVe discovered thfe coirfusion in my 
countenance. Byt, notwithstanding my consteriiatiott, I 
to^d hJip I ishould be >roud to serve hitti itt this or *ny 
other adventure. Gramercy, teaid ih<5 ©Id one, and here's 
/something to encourage thee (clapping a hatedful of dol- 
lars into my hand. ) 

I'll leave you to guess the cotiffUBioii of Hiy Oughts ait 
this declaration ; and I was casing abdut in n^y ftihid hoMr 
I should prevent this mlended viHany. 

When we arrived at my father^s, we feufid the treache*- 
oBous villain waiting for his master. A6 isoon 4as ever he 
«aw us, he cried softly to Don Lewis, I arii gJad yo«r h&- 
Dor is coi^ ; but Don Fe^nanfd is in hisblc^et, and do^ 
•not intend to go to bed to-night, because tje is to be atSe- 
VtHe earfy m ^e tZK>n»ng, md lie >had ^kit hki^lol«t do^ 
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Why then said Don Lewis, wc will break it #p^n. Bi?t, 
returned the servant, he has arms always ready in his do- 
. set ; and I fear the enterprise will be a little difficult, for 
he is a tough old blade. Upon this account a small pause 
ensned, which gave me leisure to think, and to the old one 
I uttered my thoughts : 

Sir, said I, submit this business to me, and Til inform 

you how I design to execute it. Your servant shall ac« 

company me to the door of his clo»et, and kiMx:k, and as 

'soon as e\^r he opens it, 141 give a good account of the 

old gentleman. 

Thou counsellest well, replied the old Don, and I will 
reward thee accoiKlingly when the work is done : and I shall 
de6erv« it, thought i to myself if my intention succeeds. 

Upon tliis resolve, we went into the house, and the fellow 
;ponducted me up Stan's softly. The closet was at the end 
^f a large roem, the door of which i bolted on the inside 
vith my one hand, and plunged my poniard to the heart 
«f the feUow with the other, who dropped dead at my feet* 
At the noise Ue made in felling, my father cried out, Who 
h there ? and rushed out of his closet, with a pbtol in his 
4iand. I replied, it is I, your son. 

You may imagine the surprise my fatjber was in at this 
«»dden appearance, and to see cmeof his servants weltering 
in his bk>cKl, and dead before me. Sir, said I, banish yo\ir 
surprise, and go with me into your closet, where 1 wtM in- 
£%rm yon of this sudden and unlocked for appearance ; and 
9nu8t farther add, that the hand of Providence, tiy roe, has 
ftaved you from death. My father ibilowed me into ids 
Jistvdf , without speaking ; where I declared, in as lew word* 
-M the time ^ould peimit, all that head befallen tne thsft 
flight ; and we 9oon came to a i^aolutioB what to do. 

We took each of us a blunderbuss, with a brace of pis^ 
tolst 'wtrtt down the back atairs, and came in upon them « 
*way they little expected. I came iost into the haM, as we 
had concerted. As soon as the old wretch saw me, he 
icried. Well, my lad, ha«t thou disp»bcked tbe idilatii ? Y^s, 
«ir, said I^ and ha\se dragged him down that you imif be* , 
hcAd whcft 1 have dome. When he heard that, he gave m 
leap for joy, and came running forward to view the pleasing 
«f|^t. But words cannot express his looks, wlien he sskw 
nay iatber cenfirooling hio^ ^itk ablunderboss inliis 4iand« 
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He stood motionless, as if h€ had been turned to a stone.— 
The other three endeavored to make their escape : but I 
discharj^cd my blunderbuss, and stopped two of them with 
my hasty messengers. The report of my piece made Don 
Lewis fall down, as imagining himself slain. The third 
person, fmding it impossible to escape, became desperate, 
9nd like a stag at bay defied us. He pulled out a stiletto, 
and ran upon me like an angry lion, and notwithstanding I 
shot him in the breast with a brace of balls, wounded me 
in three several places : I, grappling with him, we c^tne 
down together upon the body of Don Lewis ; who, with 
our weight, began to cry out ; and that moment had been 
the last of my life, if my father had not ran to ray assist^ 
ance, and with his sword, nailed my antagonist to the 
pavement. 

The report of our fire-arms had wakened the two drun- 
ken servants of my father, who came half frightened out 
of their senses. By this time, Don Lewis had recovered 
himself, and seeing death before him, he fell down upon 
his 1;nees, and implored my father's mercy. 

Thou base man \ replied my father, how canst thou ex- 
pect to live after thy barbarous attempt upon his life that 
never wrcmged thee ? He told him he did not expect to be 
forgiven, only to be allowed a priest and confession, and 
he would die with a hearty penitence for his sins. 

Wretch ! cried my father, thou mayest see how Heaven 
abhors the deed, by blasting thy design. This man thou 
seest before thee, whom thou didst employ in thy black 
design, is my own son, whose coming hither wa^ like an 
angel sent from Heaven to my assistance. I see, # airned 
the Don, the seal of Providence is upon you, anl I heai> 
tily^ repent the crime I intended to commit ; and if you wiU 
forgive me and forget what is past, I will esteem you as the 
saver of my life ; and, to unite our friendship, I will match 
my daughter, with a noble dowry? to this your son ; and 
away they ever live happy ! 

My father was too much a gentleman to murder in cold- 
blood, though he had sufficient excuse on his side, if he 
Jiad done it. On the other handj hi* daughter was a very 
great fortune, even "beyond his hopes. 

After some small pause, he made him this reply : Sir, 
you know, within yourself) that you hayf forfeited your 
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life by the law, in so basely attempting mine : but, i^ I 
can forgive any injury designed me, if you perfi>rm your 
first promise^ I am resolved to forgive all that is past. 
Sir, replied the other (transported with joy) I am so much 
obliged to you for, my life, that I will not stir out of your 
house till I have signed articles of agreement ; and I must 
further add, that nothing seth my shanae more before my 
^ eyes than this your goodness. 

My father begged he wo«ld take a particular care how * 
he gave way to hatred ; which, by the way, only commenc- 
ed in my father's getting the better of him in a law-suiti 
' and was heightened by the king's conferring on him the 
honor of the government of Seville, which Don Lewis 
had some hopes of. 

We took care the next day to let the country know that 
tliose fellows that were killed kad attenipted to rob out 
house ; but we, having timely notice, had prevented them 
by their deaths. 

The old gentleman was as good as his word, for arliclel 
of agreement were drawn up between ihem ; and I had- 
leave Jo visit the lady when I thought fit. But I was ob- 
liged to go back to Seville, to put myself in an equipage 
suitable to the occasion; and Don Lewis followed after 
^ith his daughter. ' , 

I must confess 1 was charmed with her person at the 
first interview ; and the day was fixed for cur nwptiah, 
which rejoictjd the whole city of Seville, that two of the 
Boblest houses were going to bury m oblivion their lon^ 
enmity. 

I took the pnvilege of an intended husband in my visits 
to my designed bride, and, in her conversation, found she 
had no aversion for me (at least I lliought so) and l pro^ 
jnised myself the utmost felicity in her enjoyment. 

One morning, about a week before the intended wedding, 
I came early to wait on her, but was informed she was no^ 
come out of her chamber; therefore, I resolved to take a 
walk in the gr^at piazza of the city to give her time iodres« 
liersclf : but as I was going out, I observed my mistress' 
maid conversing with a country -fellow ; the sight of n)«, I 
observed, gave the woman some confusion. My heart told 
me 1 was concerned in their interview, therefore I went to 
the corner of the street, and waited till their dialogue was 
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over ; which did not keep me long, for the fellow soon 
parted with the woman, and went out at the gate that leads 
to Cordova. 

I had my man with me, whom I acquainted with tnj 
fear, ordering him to dog the fellow, and get out of him, 
by fair means or foul, his business at Don Lewis' house, 
and I would follow him on horse- back. 

Away ran my man, and I soon got my horse, and over- 
took them about a league and a half from Seville. 

When my man got sight of me I observed he took altltle 
basket fi*om the countryman, and ran away over the fields 
with it. 1 fancied by that he had succeeded in his com- 
mission, sol turned my horse and followed him. 

When I had overtaken him, we went behind a tuft of 
trees a little out of the roa<l, where he tolcl me he had made 
the fellow believe he was sent by Teresa (the name of the 
m'aid he was conferring with) to give him notice that he 
would be pursued by a cavalier, and forced to deliver what 
he received from her, and perhaps be in danger of losing 
his life ', and that he had orders to consult him for his 
safety. 

The countryman, being none of the wisest, soon disco- 
vered the whole affair to my man, and at sight of me deli* 
vered the basket to him, and ran to a public house in the 
next village, to wait till he could get clear of me, where 
my man was to bring him the basket again. 

In the basket were four melons, and in one of them we 
found a letter very artificially put up, which I took out, 
and with terror of mind read the contents, which were aa 
^ follows : 

" Life of my life, and treasure of my soul ! I received 
your's which gave me all the consolation my disconsolate 
heart was capable of receiving. But the fatal mpment is 
approachhig, 'vhen I must give up this body to another 
person, but without a heart, which always dwells with you ; 
and be assured, unless ill usage force it thence, shall ever 
dwell in the mansion of your breas\ But ray soul, grieve 
not ; for maugre my tyrant-husband, 1 will find time to 
see the dailing of my eyes, and in the pleasure of those 
dear arms forget the dull embraces of a husband. Let ten 
be the latent this evening, when you shall fiud at the usual 
pUce, With long expecling love, your Isa^ellj.** 
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1 was Iliunder:striick at the reading of this letter, yet 
blest my providential stars that guided me to this black 
iecret before the priest bad joined our hands. And tho* 
a Spaniardj my resentment did not rise to jealousy, but my 
fancy ran upon the enjoyment of this false fair one without 
the marriage-cham- And what prompted me themor^to 
kj was a postscript in her letter, where s|ie bade him come 
in bis usual disgvnsc, and in the dark. In order to the 
accoiBplishment of my design, I went into a neighboring 
house, and wrote the following letter, which was put in 
the melon in the room of the other. 

I BATE not time to write myself, being so guarded by my 
Esther and tyrant- husband, that is to be, so that 1 am bblig- 
ed to employ Teresa, Do not come to the usual place till 
^ou hear from me, which shall certainly be to-morrow. 

Adieu, thou life and soul of Isabella^ 

^ Now P.11 the hopes I had were, that the fellow knew what 
^sguise this amoroua spark wore, ahd where was the place 
oi rendezvous. 1 kft it aJl to my servant, who had cun- 
ning enough to outwit twenty of the countryman. After I 
had delivered him his commission, I went back to Seville, 
fall of hopes and fears, and in two hours my man arrived. 
He gave me a description of his converse with the couii- 
trymanj which was diverting enougli, and how happy they 
were in escaping my hands. He informed me, the amor- 
otjs gallant came disguisLd as a peasant, and was admitted 
through the back garden of Don I-ewis* house by the maid, 
wfeo always attended at the hour, and conveyed him to her 
apartment in the du,rk ; wliich was according to my wish : 
and by the description of the spark's person, we were not 
unlike as to proportion oi- age, and darkness would conceal 
the rest. 

1 soon provided myself with the habit 1 was to wear, atid. 
impatiently expected the coming hour ; which came at last, 
though the intervening ones seemed the longest of my life^ 
• I did not wait long before I was admitted by the too * 
falthtnl cQiifidtin^. We went over the garden to a snaatl 
room at the cnirance of the house, where I soon discover- 
il my f^he fair one? though in the dark. She was un- 
: esued, and disencumbcrsd of every let to enjoyment. I 
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ibund by her eager kisses and embraces, there was no par- 
leying required ; so 1 even fell to, and fed very heartily : 
my partner in pleasure seemed to like what was prepared 
for her ; and, before we parted, gave me to understand I 
had done wonders, and much beyond her expectation. 

When we had dallied away about four hours in our feast, 
ing, tfie maid came to tell us it was time to part, which we 
did, after snatching another morsel. 

I went immediately home, was soon in bed, and had no 
want of any pi-orocative to sleep. * . ' 

When I arose in the morning, I began to weigh ma* 
turely the last night's adventure ; but could come to no 
resolution as to the forming my behavior to my false 
Vnistress : but I resolved to be determined by hers. 

I went to visit her about noon, and found her mOi« tbaa 
ordinarily civil to me. 

In sliort, I was so charmed with the sight of her,^ that 
I resolved to give her another visit in my disguise the same 
night : and all 1 had to do was to be fii^st at the place- 
When the time came, my conductress was as ready as 
before ; but going softly in, she elapt to the door a little 
too hastily, and fastened my coat in it and to ^ive mc 
ttfe more uneasiness, she the same moment dropt the key 
out of her hand ; and though I could see where it lay, yet 
I could not istoop for it, because my coat was secured la 
tlie door. 

, After grouping about some time, she took it vp> and 
opened the door to it least her prisoner ; but on the very 
instant my rival appeared, and, finding himself thei^ be- 
fore he came, rushed in, and fastened upon me. 

The maid, at ihc sight of the two Sosias clapt the door 
to in a^ fi'ight, and ran screaining away ; so we had the 
bapprntss to be locked in the gaixien together. But, how- 
ever, to make the best of a bad bargain Casthe saying is,) 
i got my rival dovni, -and belabored him with my ^sts, for 
«is good fortune wouki have it, we had neither of us any 
offensive weapons. 

The noire of the maid, and our bustling, ialam^ed an 
English mastiff that was watchman to the house, who, 
without saying hy your leave, had the impudepce to fasten 
upon my rival by the arm, and worried him very hand- 
sonfrely. iiut, notwithstanding my reasons to. the contra^ 
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ry, I took pity on him, aud by force of arms destroyed 
the dog ; thatJs, I held him so fast about the throat with 
my hands, that his last breath flew away in a huff. 

My disguised spark, seeing himself so unexpectedly re- 
licved> gave me thanks for his safety ; and as soon as ever 
he spoke (for we had been sullen before, neither of us hav- 
ing opened our lips) I knew him by his tongue to be one 
of my particular acquaintances. ^ 

Why, how now, Don Juan, said I, how came you thus 
disguised ? Nay, replied the Don, I ought to ask you the 
same thipg. With several questions and answers we came 
to a right understanding. If 1 had known, said he, your 
pretentions here, I should never have made any attempts 
to your prejudice. Come, come, said I, it is very well as 
it-is- So we turned that to mirth and ridicule, which per- 
haps others of our nation would have turned to blood. 
Our next thing was to make our escape, for the whole 
house was alarmed, and coming upon us with domestic 
weapons, as pokers, spits, fire-shovels, &c. My compan- 
ion led me to a place of the garden where the wall was 
something lower than any where else ; and just as we had 
gained tjie ascent, we perceived a man mounting from the 
other side ; but my friend, did him the favor to tumble him 
down again ; he quickly got np, and ran upon him most 
furiou.^ly with his poniard, and gave him several stabs ; 
but my friend closed with him, wrested his weapon from 
him, and stabbed him to the heart. 

As soon as he was sped, we made off ; but did not go 
far before my companion dropt down dead of his wounds. 
1 was very much grieved at the accident, but made the best 
of my way home, for fear 1 should come into trouble about 
it, if I was caught near the dead bodies. 

I went to bed, but very much perplexed in my mind, 
and had no rest all night. But what was my grief in the 
morning, when ray servant brought me word, my father 
and Don Juan my fiiend were found murdered, in the ha- 
bits of peasants, under Don Lewis's garden wall I The re- 
lation deprived me of the use of speech for some time, and 
my reason forsook me. I was more than once going to 
put an end to my life,' and had certainly done it. If I had 
not been presented by my faitl^^^ful servant. But when my 
reason returned again, I began to think of th^ advcwmri- 
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with some calmness ; for though I had all the grief ima- 
ginable for the loss of so good a father, yet I was of a 
temper not to griere long at any thing ; and then the for- 
tune 1 thought myself master of, appeared so lovely to mcf 
that it soon dried up ray tears. 

The city imagined my father came by his death through 
Bon Lewis's means, as remembering the ancient eninitf 
of the two hou'^es ; and being found so near his house) 
btrengthcned the opinion of every body ; and I was the 
only person satisfied to the contrary. 

The servants that brought in my father's body gave me 
several papers found in his pockets ; among which werd 
two letters that partly let me into. the truth of this imbappy 
adventure. The first was to this purpose : 

SIS, 

Your generosity has prevailed, and I can no longer with- 
stand your offers, on the condition i» you promise in yoer 
last, tlmt ytm will break off the match between your son 
and my lady. You must provide yourself with a pea- 
sant's habit, and to-morrow I will seiid you a note, to in- 
struct you farther. Your's, 8cc. Tere^a^ 

The second was as follows : 

« Be at the west end of the garden at one in the morning, 
and ascend a ladder of rope you find there, and bring it 
over with you. Near the corner you will perceive an ar- 
bor, go in there, and wait till I come to condix^t yoti to 
your wishes. I'll take care nothing shall be in yotur wscy to 
interrupt your privacy ; and be sure you be cai'eful •f ypur 
tongue, for if you speak, we shall both be undone." 

My thoughts were in the utmost confusion about the un- 
ravelling of this fatal afiair ; and running over in my ima- 
gination my past conversations with my father, I remem- 
bered in our last, he told me, Ive thought it a little of the 
soonest for me to marry ; and that it wduld be more for 
my interest to delay our nuptials ; and perhaps, sai^ he, 
1 may:give you sufiicient reason for the contrary*— What- 
ever his reasons were, I little thought. of the true one. 

I sent a letter to the maid of my false mistress; but 
she fearing she would be found out (ab she really was) 
absconded. 
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Don Lewis sent to condole with me in my great loss ; 
but I could perceive it gave him some satisfaction that t 
was in actual possession of that estate, which I had only- 
hopes of in the life of my father. His visit,wfeisbut short, 
J^et I thought it too long ; for as I had no design of marry-* 
ing the daughter, I was very willing to drop my acquaint- 
ance wich the father; though I gave him hopes, when 
decency would permit, I would not fail in my addresses to 
his daughter. 

After the interment of my father, I began to examine 
Lis affairs, and was not very well pleased to find the best 
part of his estate mortgaged for twelve years to several 
persons ; and instead of se«;ng myself worth twenty thou- 
sand crowns a year, sooafoUnd I was not worth the sixth 
part. — It was agreed, that my father was very profuse in his 
way of living, always keeping ©pen house ; yet it was every 
body's opinion he did not expend half his income. 

1 sometimes imaguied there was some underhand deal- 
ing in the affair, but it was past my finding out : 1 there- 
lore took an odd resolution, I deterniitied with myself to 
underg^o a voluntary banishment till the term of years oa 
the iDortgage was expired. 

I made a visit to l>on Lewis, and told him of my re. 
solves, and my reasons for it, which he could not choose 
but appldud ; for it was easy enough to perceive interest 
was tiie jack he aimed at. He did not press me to see his 
daugliter, nor 1 him ; but after assui'ance of rcmenibriia- 
ce^ on both sides we parted. 

1 must own, my soul longed for another tasle of the de- 
licious banquet ; and 1 h. je you will excuse me when 1 own 
to you, my passion couki not be called luve : bat as I £buiKl 
it impracticable, I made myself as easy as 1 could. 

in a few weeks I had finished my ali'ctirs, and waited for 
the sailing of the West India fleet, resolving for the city of 
Mexico, where I had an uncle very rich, who had ufteii ex- 
preijs^d in liis letters to my father, the great desire h« had 
to see me. 

1 had raised out of the ruins of my father's fortune six 
thousand ci-owns, without so much as touching any of Jns 
plate or furniture ; the <;are of those things, with all my 
writings^ I trusteed to a near kiiisman> superior of a mo- 
nastery iu the city. 
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One day, going about two leagues out of to\rn> my 
4iorse'8 girth broke, which obliged me to alight at a Sad- 
ler's to have it made good. 1 he man asked me if I would 
not take a walk in his garden, while he was doing his work, 
which I accordingly did. 

At the end of the walk was a pretty arbofi and in it sat 
a woman reading ; who at the sight of me gave a great 
shriek, and was for running out : but 1 stopped her, and 
begged pardon for disturbing her, told her I would retire, 
and leave her alone. But upon finding it was Teresa, maid 
to my quondam mistress, I i*esolved to stay with her, that 
I mij^ht know spmething of my father*s affair. 

She appeared confounded at the sight of me, as ima^ 
gining 1 had come on purpose to apprehend her ; but I 
soon undeceived her, and with a little soothing language, 
i^nd a couple of pistoles, she disposed herself to give me all 
the information she could. 

Sir, said she, I hope you will pardon me \ for what I 
did, was purely the influence of gold- \ 

Your father declared to me, at first sight of my misttess, 
his heart and reason forsook him ; and often informed me, 
if he could not enjoy her, he should be obliged to put an 
end to his misery by death. I often laid before him the 
injury he woiild do Vo you his son, but he often has declar- 
ed he would break off the match between you ; for he was 
well assured you had no very violent inclination for her, 
and there were other women in Seville, of as great a for- 
»tune as my mistress, that would be proud of his alliance* 

The many rich presents hejnade me, overcame my hon- 
esty ; and that unfortunate night that brought him his 
death, was to have completed his happiness. But, said 
she, (after some pause) 1 am very much at a loss to find 
out one thing. What is that, Madam ? said I. Why, 
sir, returned Madona, since I know ho\7 matters stand be- 
tween you aiid my mistress, I shall give you to understand 
that you are not the favored lover, and that another gen- 
tleman revelled in those delights, you perhaps ought to 
have had the whole possession of; and that was the reason 
1 was willing to comply with your father ; for I had in- 
tended to hitroduce him in the habit of the said gentleman, 
' unknown to my mistress, and had provided a story accord- 
ingly. For as soon as ever the gcntlemaa was gone, your 
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father should have taken his place in the same disguise ; 
and J intended to impose on my mistress that her lover 
• was- returned to take another farewell of her. And this 
cheat was easy to be carried on, being they were obliged 
to silence, old Don Lewis lodging in the next room. But 
what amazes me (as 1 was saying) opening the door to let 
JEOf nustress's lover iw, another in the same disguise rush- 
ed in upon, me, which I am sure was not your father. I 
soon cleared up this aff<iir with her, and let her know how 
1 had supplanted my rival. 

She seemed very much surprised at the unravelling of 
this secret, but was very gla<i she had nothing te appre- 
hend from ttiy resentment, seeing that was the chief cause 
of leaving her mistress, as imagining I should find the let« 
ter she had sent my father. . And upon this she resolved to 
go to her mistress again, for she heard every day from the 
family, and knew how matters stood ; and that her mistiness 
wanted her, that they might condole together for the loss 
©f Don Juan, her old spark. But she declared she was 
not very sorry for his loss, for money came very hard from 
Jitm : smd you know, sir, said she^ it is our business to make 
liay while tht sun shines. Madam, said I, since I know 
what you love best, if you will pursue my intrigue, twenty 
ptstoles are at your service. Indeed sir, returned Madam, 
it must be something very extraordinary that I shall refuse 
for such a sum. Why then I will let you into the plot, 
said I : ^ou shall inform your mistress Don Juan is not 
^ad, as was reported f but after a tedious and dangerous 
^Inejis^ ¥rat recovered to a miracle : but concealed his re- 
vival, being wider some apprehensions of answering for 
the life of my father. Sir, said she, I like your plot so 
wfell) that I will answer for the success of it : and I will 
go about it instantly, for I long to be fingering the gold. 
Why then, said I, you shall finger it before liand, and when 
the business is done, 1 will double the sum. She was 
i»i$htfky pleased with the amendment to the bargain } and 
the third night after was concluded on for the time whea 
1 was to attend as before. 

I took leave of Teresa, and pursued my journey, made 
niefry with my friends, and returned. 

' At length the happy moment came that I had so long; 
expected* My mercenary confident was ready : 1 entered, 
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and-once more took possession of all my treasure ; and» as 
I thought it ^vould be the last time, ivas profuse enough. 
My lady seemed very well pleased with my night's work, 
and in plain terms told me so. 

I had prepared a letter, in which I had disclosed every 
thing. When our loving affair was over, she asked me 
softly, how I was engaged in that adventure. I told her, 
as softly as I could* that as I knew she would be inquisitive, 
and talking being dangerous, I had brought the account in 
writing, which I put into her hand, and with some regret 
took my leave ; for the next day was intended for our em- 
barkation. As I walked over the garden, I asked Teresa 
how k)ng the amotir had been between Don Juan afid her 
lady ; she told me, about two years, arid this was the com- 
mencement : — Don Juan, whose country-house lay about 
two leagues from my master's, was set upon by thieves, 
and dangerously wounded ; and there had lost bis life, if 
Don Lewis had not, very fortunately for him, came that, 
way attended, ^nd drove off the thieves- Don Juan was 
so very much hurt, that it was not thought saffe to carry him 
home : therefore my master ordered him to his house, 
where his wounds kept him a great while. When he had 
recovered strength enough to walk, he usually employed 
his time in the garden, where my lady, often seeing him, 
fell desperately in love with him. She made me the con- 
fident of her infant passion, and I, being a person very 
proper to be trusted with such secrets, advised her to let 
the Don see her, which we contrived thus : She was to go 
into an arbor at the farther end of the garden (where I had 
observed Don Juan sat every day) and pretend tpbe asleep* 
She took all the care that was necessary in her dress, and 
did as I directed her. - It succeeded to her wish : for the 
Don, at the sight of her, imagining her an earthly goddess, 
kneeled and kissed her hand. She seemed to wake in a 
pretended fright : but it was not long before they came to 
a right understanding. That place was made the rendez- 
vous of the lovers, when opportunity would 'permit : buthe 
recovering, though he pretended a weakness for some time, 
was obliged to take leave of our house : though in the fil- 
th cr's absence they found means to satisfy their loves : 
and when they resided in to^n, he continued his visits in 
di&guise of the countryman he used to seftd to my lady 
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with presents of fruits,' and by that means they received 
letters from each other. 

Whenshe bad finished her short relation, I gave her 
the twenty pistoles I promised her, and took my leave. 
She seemed to be in some confusion about managing it 
with her mistress, for she would certainly find hei' out, she 
said, when she should be confirmed of Don Juan's death : 
but she comforted herself with telling me, her mistress 
durst not disclose it to any body, for fear of betraying her- 
self- But poor Teresa little thought her mistress would 
find it out so soon as the next morning, when she had read 
my letter, that 1 put into her hand when I left her. The 
next day I ordered my equipage on board our ship, which 
lay at Cadiz, and followed myself; but the. wind chopfJing 
about, hindered our setting sail, I then repented my 
leaving my letter with my mistress, for, by the help of my 
money, with Teresa, I might have made another meal 
with her. 

I did not think it prudent to go on shore, fearing her 
resentment might form some design on my life ; I there- 
fore contented myself on board, till the wind skrould prove 
fair for sailing. As I was reading in my cabin one day 
alone, ihy servant brougkt me a letter ; the contents 
were these : 

NOBLE SIR, 

Unde;;standing you are bound for Mexico, the place of 
my birth, I shall think it the greatest honor in the world, 
if you please to take me into your protection. My father 
was a rich merchant of that city, who going to another 
world, has left me a considerable estate in this. Those 
persons who had the care of my education here, seem to 
have designs against my fortune ; therefore I have made 
my escape from them, but must return to my betrayers, if 
you have not the goodness to be my guardian to Mexico ; 
where^L shall return the obligatioii you shall please to lay 
me «nder, in being my protector. 

' I asked my man, who brought the letter ? and he told 
Tne a young negro. I bade him bring him in. I asked 
him several questions, and foimd him ready with his an** 
swers. He informed me, that his father, though a negro, 
was a man of substance) and had sent him in his infancy 
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to be educate at Seville ; andf for the rcsttbelettel' iaw 
formed me. 

1 was tni gluilf pttased vrhh tl^e person of the biack ^en* 
tlemaii) and tr«at«d h4m eiviDj, >"^th the assurance of 
detiveripg h'mi sivfie ti^ his friends at Mexico. 

When we were alone, he tidd nvt he had a farther secret 
to discover to me, if he was sure of not being interruptedly 
Upon hearing tMi, I ordered my servant ort shore for sotnd 
ivecessaiies^ and informed him, we need not fear kaj in^ 
terruption for some hours. 

Afier a long pause, and castings his eyes on the groa&di 
he began : "^ 

This veil of night eould not hide my blushes, if I were 
not convhvced of your kQ'owle<%e of my frailty. But if ypa 
will colisidet* my yotatb, cliltiate, and opportunity, yoo wiU 
allow few of my sex could witlistafnd tbe temptation, do 
not surprised toind ist this disguise ti»e daughter of Don 
Lewis, who is so far subject to the caprice of love, as to 
diectosc lo yon the inmost secret eif her heart; 

The letter you lefE with me produced a contrary effect 
than I believe you imagined ^ aiwl instead of mgts ami mdigi. 
nation taking possession of my breast, Sf softer passion stole 
in, and I felt all the tendemes&imaginable for Doa Pedro* 

I expect nothing but ill usage from you for my past con* 
duct ; but if you can believe there is any sincerity in wo- 
man, after wliat 1 have been guilty of, I am assured you 
tnay depend on what I say, that no other abject shall share 
iny heart with you. I do not mean the tye of wedlock ; 
but if you will accept of me as I am, rilbe as subservient 
to your commands as the rneanest slave. 

I was so confounded between pleasure and araaze1tiet)t| 
that I imagined all I heard and saw was a dream : but.be^ 
ing sweetly convinced of the reality, I said all my passion' 
could suggest in return, not giving myself time to consider 
the oddness of the accident. It was sufficient t had in my 
passession all that was lovely in woman, in my imagination ; 
and I had no other thought, but how to keep her from the 
k«»owkdge of her ^thcr on shore, and the sailors oa board, 
i»f we did not know when we should sari. 

My mistPfess told me, if she had not succeeded with mej ^ 
she res^ved for a nunnery ; but since we were reconcile^ 
She had laid by M thoughts of the^habit^-^he mude h«£ 
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escape from her father's without the assistance or know- 
ledge of any but Teresa. But what favored her escape was 
the absence of ker father for ten days in the country ; yet 
-she fearedwhen he came home again, he would fright 
Teresa into confession ; or by promises get it out of her i 
for she was mercenary enough to sell any thing she had to 
the besthidder. To prevent which, we agi^eed to dress her 
in the habit of a man, and let her wear her own complexion* 

Accordingly we went both of us on shore at Cadiz, and 
soon equipped ourselves with what we wanted, and I brought 
my spark on board as a relation of mine, that had a mind 
to run his fortune with me. The next day the wind proving 
favorable, we set sail, and left our apprehensions behind us. 
I was obliged to let my servant into the secret, that I might 
have it kept so ; wcU knowing, if he had discovered it him- 
self, it had not been a secret long : though the fellow was 
very faithful to any secret that was entrusted to him. 

We touched at the Madeira Islands, passed the Peak of 
TeneriflFe, got over the Hne, ducked the men as usual, and 
met with no extraordinary accident : but in fifty-three days 
arrived safe at the city of St. Domingo, or Dominic, the 
capital city of the island of Hispaniola. 

I was very well pleased to find so delightful a place as 
this was, after the fatigue of our voyage. My mistress and 
I took lodging at a good natured Spaniard's that treated us 
very well for our money. 

Here my lady told me she felt the effects of our famili- 
arity. 1 endeavored to persuade her I had no hand in it ; 
but she insisted upon it that the deed was done by me, and 
gave me some proofs to believe it. 

1 was much concerned to find means to hide it from the 
house ; for she began to have those qualms which attend 
that natural disorder : and by the beauty of her faca I 
feared her sex might be discovered. 

I kept her from the sight of our ship's crew in the voy- 
age ; she always staying in the cabin ; and it was very 
dangerous to discover a fine Woman in this part of the 
world, because there are few that are handsome. 

I was upon thorns till our departure for Mexico ; but 
the fleet staying longer than I expected, I took a ramble 
to the most noted places in the island ; and since I under- 
stand by your story you never were there> Hi give you a 
short description of it. 
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Hispaniola Is seated from seventeen degrees to nineteen 
degrees latitude ;^ in length about one hundred and tweuty 
leagues ; and breadth (about the middle part) fifty. The 
air much the same fur heat as SeviHc> in bpain ; the 
fruits delicious, and some peculiar to the place. 

^Tlie capital city is St. Domingo, which gives a dclightfijl 
prospect, from the fields about it being mixed with ple«k« 
sant gardens and rivers. 

Here tl\e governor of the island resides, and here are 
kept all their offices and courts of judicature^and it is iiko- 
wise the store-house to the whole island. 
, There are two cities more, St. Jago and Neustra Senr 
nora dd alta Gracia ; the last of which is to the south] an4 
is famous for the best chocolate in the world. * 

The cathedral of St Domingo is a handsome pile qf 
building, and the other churches are answerable to ilut 
grandeur of the inhabitants, wlipse very artisans arc wealthy^. 

The friars live as luxuriously here as any other part of 
the world, and follow the steps of their brethren in choos^ 
ing the noblest situations. 

This, island was discovered by Columbus, in the year 
1492, and kept in the h^iAd* of the Spaniards ever ^idg^ 
that time ; while most of tiieir ac^vuwtion;^ arc faJlea to 
English, French, and Dutclu 

Though the French have some i>lantations on the islaod 
at present, yet they were of their own acquiring, and not 
taken from the Spaniai'ds ; and being chiefly iiunters, and 
not very ncli, the Spaniards make no attempts ujxjntiienfr* 
. 'No L&Iand can boast of more convenient ports tiuin thi% 
and every port disembogues fine rivers (stored with palatn 
able fish ) inio the sea ; but then to qualify that blessing, 
they are very much infested with, alligators apdcrocodika. 
I saw one lying Qn the shore like a log of wood, and as a 
buffaloe came to drink, he sprung upon him, dragged hint 
to the bottom, and there devoured him ; thou^i they aie 
easily to be avoided, from the aiomatic sn^ell th^t coi)ie« , 
iromtl^U' skin, ' 

J I was much sui*pi ised to find in most bouses serpents in 
place of cats that w?re greater enemies to rats and mice ; 
but^what ^vas more pleasing, they were not in the least o^ 
fensfve, having no venom inMhem.— But then they wiii 
often play the fox with the poultry, and destroy many of 
iheuj, unless narrowly watched. 
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The scolopendra of the Greelcs is found here, and very 
lirrge scorpions ; but, by the Divine Providence, neither 
cf them "hurtftii. 

I shall not trouble you with any further account of the 
island, because there is not any thing to" bs found there 
but what is upon the continent,' unless some particular 
herbs ^ and as I am no botanist, I shall not take any no- 
tice of thetn. 

The time came at last for our embarking for Vera Cruz, 
In order to go to Mexico ; and I left St. Dottilngo with 
sbme regret, as imagining I should not meet witli any- 
other place in ABiteiica so pleasant. 

During our voyage, my mistress was miglitity disordered. 

We emSai'ked for Vera Crtiz, where we«arrived with- 
cmt any accident ; and having n6 business there, we set 
out by land for Mexico, and got safe there. But enquiring 
for my uncle, I was informed he was gone to reside at 
Lima, the capital of Peru. My concjern was the more, in 
that I feared I should not meet with proper accommoda- 
trort at Mexico, for watit of him, in the affair of my mis- 
tress ; for her condition would not bear the fatigue of ano- 
ther removal. 

^I Was entertained in the hoiise of a tieal* friend of my 
uncle's, and one who kept a correspondence with him ; he 
was very civil to me, and of a freer disposition, than gene- 
rally the Spaniards are : but he had the same vanity as all 
the old christians have, Who pride themselves very much 
upon it. I l(it him into the secret of my lady and hereon, 
dhion ; and by the help of his wtfc, we made her resume 
her proper dress, but we kept her private. 

The time of her delivery came, aud the product proved 
a lusty boy ; who staid among us three weeks, and then 
left us. I had no scrtiples about being the father, for it 
Was plain enough, he being my picture iH miniature. My 
mistrcbS continued very weak, longer than the usual rime ; 
and I, being alone with her one day, she told me she was 
under sbme apprehensions concerning our landlord, Don 
Manuel, Who had made her secretly many l^irge oflTcls, and 
the nurse Wa^ his emissary. I told her 1 had the same 
proposals from his wife ; and though the woman Was not 
disagreeable j nay, might pass for a beauty where women 
•^^vt, so, scarce, yet I couM find no ten'derhess for her in my 
hearts 
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After many arguments between us, a thought came into 
my head, which I hoped would produce some mirth among 
us: I desired my mistress to give Don Manuel some smalf 
encouragement, and leave the rest to me. 

My landlord soon found an opportunity, through my 
means, of seeing my mistress.^ She, following my advice, 
had transported Don Manuel out of his senses, his joy was 
not to be contained. He forgot the gravity of a Spaniard, 
and capered about like a French dancing-master. When I 
had learnt all their discourse from my mistress, I begged 
her to continue her good behaviorto him, and promise him 
a meeting that day se'enight, in the summer-house in the 
garden. She did as I directed. 

In the mean time, I took my opportunity to confabulate 
with the wife, and gave her directions, the night appointed, 
to go to the 8ummer*house, but to avoid speech, seeing it 
was over the water, and men were continually passing to 
and fvo. The good woman was as much overjoyed as her 
husband ; and the better to carry on my design, I gave 
out that I Avas to go with some gentleman a-hunting the 
buffalo for two or three days. I desired my landlord (a li- 
tle»I had given him out of mirth) to take care of my wife 
in my absence. I told my good landlady that this was a 
contrivance of mine, that we might not be suspected. 

My mistress bad made just the same agreement with the 
Don. The time came, and the good man and woman were 
left to worry each other with their extraordinary passion. 

The next day at dinner (for we generally eat together) 
Don Manuel cast many a sheep's eye at my wife, and his 
good lady at me. 

Ihe same day, as I was reading in the garden, Madona 
came to me, and in bitter terms of reproach, gave me much 
ill language : and told me I had betrayed her to her hus- 
band basely, by giving him the ring she gave me the last 
night. I soon found that she had made a present to her 
^husband of a ring, taking him for me, and she had observ- 
♦id it upon hia finger. She made so many speeches about 
it, "that at last I was compelled to tell her the whole truth, 
^ to get rid of her tiresome passion; but I soon repented of 
myideclarations, for she flew upon me, and with her nails 
played the cat with my face, and I had much ado to disen- 
gage myself from her. So furious does a disappointed pas* 
sion make a woman. 
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Her confounded temper made me resolve to leave Mex- 
ico. The husband began to suspect something of the af- 
fair ; but his imagination that he had the company of my 
Wife in the summer-bouse curbed his resentment. 

The woman's rage was insurmountable, and it was not 
in my power to bring her to temper ; therefore I chose to 
avoid iier astnuch as possible. As I was at supper with 
my mistress, some few days after the accident happenedi 
she told me, she had received a present of cordial- water 
ftom Don Maimel's wife. Now I had not told her of Man 
oona*s resentment, because I imagined it might make her 
uneasy. But as soon as J heard of the present, something 
struck my mind, there was matter ratj^er of an uncom- 
mon nature in it : 1 therefore desired ^y mibtress not to 
drink any of it. Lord, said she, ray dear, I ha,ve already ; 
and desire you would taste it too, for it is the pleasantest 
liquor I ever drank in my life. 

1 was mightily disturbed at it ; and two hours discover- 
.cd the fatal effects. 

My mistress began to be very much disordered ; and 
notwithstanding all the aid of physicians, she expired in my 
arms ; and every body agreed she had been poisoi ^1. I 
Ivad in my fury and ravings declared t« Don Manuel the 
author of this black deed ; and' when he went to enquire 
after her, was informed she went out before night, and 
was supposed to have gone to the town of St. JagOi^on the 
Lake, to ohe of her relations.' Don Manuel sent afttr 
her, but she was not to be found. He grieved at the loss 
of my mistress as much as l* did ; and I dare avow, if he 
had found his wife, he would have sactiticed her to the 
. manes of my dear mistress. 

1 was very much grieved for the loss of my partner; for 
I h|i4 reason to be convinced her passion for me was un- 
feigned. You may easily imagine there was no slaying 
for me in the ^louse where this dismal accident happeiied ; 
but as 1 was preparing to be gone, the conigidore sent for 
^e to appear before him, to give him the best account I 
could of this action. 1 related to him the whole truth, a'i 
I have told it you ; only I declared it was my wife 1 had 
lost. Don Manuel was seized, and put in Jirison, notwith- 
standing 1 insisted upon his innocence ; but he proceeded 
in that manner, being it was supposed he was accessary 
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to his wife's escape* But a few days after he wag secur- 
ed, news was brought that his wife was found murdered 
in the woods, as it was supposed by some Indians, as she 
was endeavoring io make her escape from the hands of 
justice. 

Thus she met her reward for her barbarous murder of 
a woman that never wronged heri though indeed the favor 
was designed for me. 

A few days after this fatal accident, I heard of some 
merchants that designed to cross the continent to the 
South Sea, with a good guard. I made acquaintance with 
them, paid my quota to the charge, and set out along with 
them, leaving behind me the hateful city of Mexico, where 
I had lost the only thing I esteemed on earth : and I must 
own to you, notwithstanding my philosophy, I never thought 
of her for some time without the utmost heart-bi-eaking. 
I have endeavored indeed, by forcing my temper to mirth) 
to bury the remembrance ; and time, with good company, 
has brought me some assistance ; yet, nevertheless, I do 
firmly believe, no woman's charms* will ever for the future 
break my rest ; for I am satisfied, my late mistress made 
a hc|i quite through my heart. 

Bui, to pursue my discourse :— • 

We set out, with a guard of fifty Spanish soldiers, for 
fear of the Indians, who had made it their daily practice 
to set upon every body that went through the counti7, if 
iiot too strong for them. I need not tell you that Mexico 
is one of the finest cities in the world, or that it lies upon a 
lake, and no other passage to it but over three broad 
causeways from different cities on the land. But what is 
something extraordinary^, one part ©f the lake is brackish 
and noisome, with no living creature in it ; and tlie other 
is fresh, wholesome, and stored with palatable fish. Bnt 
as there are many exact accounts of the continent of 
America, and its conquest, by my noble countryman Fer- 
nando Cortes, I shall say no more of it ; but 1 will take 
the liberty to add, that Ciesar and Alexander were but 
pigmy conquerors to him ; and every "body will be of that 
opinion, if they will give themselvps the trouble of reading 
his history. 

We met with no Indians to oppose our passage, and ar- 
rived at Segovia^ an inland towni environed with rocks^ and 
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but meanly built. Some of our company staid there, and 
I was willing to stay along with them, to refresh myself; 
for it is but indifferent travelling over rocky mountains, and 
crossing rivers upon hurdles ; that i8,piecesof timber lash- 
ed together with ropes: and it is sometimes dangerous, 
though we got over with our whole company • 

I staid fifteen days at Segovia, with fifteen of my com- 
panions. I was v^ry much surprised at the relation of som6 
of the inhabitants of that place, who told me, that about twa 
hundred of your countrymen, freebooters, the year before^ 
in spite of all opposition, came from the South Sea to the 
North, with a very great booty, defeated the Spaniards when 
ten to on^, and posted to all the advantages in the worlds 
several times. The people of Segovia talk of them as so 
many devils ; and that they were aided by the black gen- 
tleman, or it would have been an impossibility to have gone 
thro' what they did. But it must be confessed your coun- 
trymen despise hazards, and laugh at the greatest dangers. 

After we had sufficiently refreshed ourselves, we took 
©ur leave of Segovia, and pursued our journey to the South 
Sea, with a ^uard of Indians, subservient tothe Spamaixls. 
And I must own to you, there is not a peopl« in the warld 
more truie to their trust, than those confederate Indians 
who own the dominion of Spain. 

Our journey to St. Fee w^ pleasant enough, through a 
ricli, level, pleasant country, and we rode upon mules, a 
beast of a sure foot ; and oar chief diversion was shooting 
of monkies, that played us several comical tricks, running 
up the trees, and frequently did us the favor tOAirine in ouv 
iaces, and sometimes something worse. 

When we arrived at St. Fee, a siuall town and port in 
the South Sea, we had the good fortune of meeting with a 
▼essel ready to sail for I-ima. We went immediately ob 
board, and got clear. of the shore that evening. 

We arrived at Lima after a voyage of twenty-five days ; 
we landed at Calao, the port that all the ships of Spain 
anchored -at, and one of the finest in the South Sea. 

The town is built upon a point of land that runs into the 
3ea. it is very strongly fortified, and well garrisoned. I 
sent my servant to my uncle at Lima, to acquaint him that 
I was coming to wait on him the next day : and my ser- 
vant returned in four hours^ witli my lincle's^coach} inform-; 
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ing me that he was impatient to see me. My tinde was 
judge in the civil courts, and a man in very great power. 
He sent hia. Major DonnTo to^wait on me with this excuse^ 
tJiat he had come himself, but that he was afflicted witifi 
the gout. I only staid Mil I had put on other clothes, and 
inimediately after wt:nt into the coach with the Major Do- 
mo, and arrived at my uncle's just within" the night* He 
Was very well pleased to see me, and caressed me in an 
extraordinary manner. But I was something surprised to 
find that he resolved for Spain within a month, there to end 
his days. 

I told him the story of my father's unhappy fate, only 
concealing his love for Donna Elvii'a. IJe was very much 
shocked at the news, owning to me, hrs chief reason for 
goipg to Spain was, to have the happiness of living toge- 
ther. 1 then told him, 1 supposed, as that could not be, 
that he would alter his rebolution, and think no more of his 
voyage : but he answered, most of his effects were gone 
ibr Spain two months before, and that he must of necessity 
follow. 

I gave him to understand, that it was not in my power 
to wait upon him ; he took a great deal pf pains to per- 
suade me to it : but when he found it was to Ho purpo&e, he 
told me, since I \vas not to be prevailed upon, he would 
2«aye me master of a small fortuae at Lima. 

During his stay, he ii»troduced me to moslt of the best 
fatniiits in the city ; and the viceroy was pleased to shew 
me good c<iuntenance, and promised my unple to pravide 
for me. 

When the time came of his embarking for Spain, I 
waited on him on board, where we took leave, though not 
with dry -eyes : and I have repented many times that 1 did 
not accompany him« But we must submit to fate ; and 
what is allotted by fortime, will come. 

He left me master of a well-furnished house, and a plan- 
tation whose income would provide every thing necessity 
requii»ed in the middle station of life, witn a promise, that, 
at his death, I should inherit the remainder of his estate > 
for he was a single man, and had ho nearer relation than 
tnyself. 

I .took all the pleasure the place would afford ; and, to 
say the truths there wa$ no want of any thing at Lima) ex. 
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c^pt the conversation of the female sej^i though I must 
freely confess I did not always want that. 

The viceroy proved very kind to me : but death taking 
hhn away very suddenly, I mightily grieved at his loss, as 
indeed I had reasen ; for the person that succeeded him 
proved the reverse. He made a general remove of all the 
officers the deceased had put in posts, and among the rest 
1 was one of the sufferers : and farther, upon all occasions 
he made it his business to slight me ; and often affronted 
me so grossly, that nothing but his dignity skreened hira 
from my resentment : and many other people in power (as 
the iiijudicioua generally copy the frailties of their superiors, 
and neglect their virtues) treated me in the same manner s 
but I was resolved not to bear it^ 

' One day, as I was coming from my plantation upon my 
mule, attended only by my old servant, I met a nephew of 
the viceroy's in his chaise, in a narrow road, and not being 
willing to give way to him, we were both at a stand : this 
so enraged the choleric gentleman, that he -flew out of his 
vehicle, and ran hjs spado into the belly of my tnulc, which 
dropped down dead* . 

. I did not want so much provocation to raise my cholcr, 
therefore I drew upon him., and left him in the same condi* 
tion with my beast, grovelling upon the sand. He had se* 
vera! people that attended him, who rushed upon me and 
my man, overpowered us^ and dragged us immediately to 
the viceroy's palace ; who, being glad of any pretence to 
"Wi'eak his ill-nature upon me, condemned me to Raldivia 
for life, in spite of the intercession of those few friends I had. 
- It was in vain to complain of this damned trick of for« 
tune ; and the more to plague me> he left orders that I 
should be disposed of to Don Sancho Ranii^rez, a relation 
of his; the wretch that I have "sufficiently re^^enged my- 
self of, and in part, of the inhuman viceroy i for they 
were partners in trade. 

. Kamirez used to put me upon the most slavish busi- 
ncss ; but as I had money, I usually bought it off j for, I 
received yearly my small estate from Lima, I mean fron^ 
-my plantation, for the viceroy had seized all the rest of 
my moveables ; and would have done this, but that the 
honest Indian Who had the occupying of it; insisted o^ its 
being my uncle's. 
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This old Imnks had a beautiful daup^hter, that I found ^ 
was in love with a colonel of the garrison of Baldivia. This 
colonel, notwithstandinj:^ my condition, was not ashamed 
of my acquahitance, and often told mc the torments he en- 
dured for the young lady. 

I asked him if the lady knewoi his passion ; he injbrmed 
me that he flattered himself with the return, though they 
had n^vtr spoke to each other ; but he had received oblige 
ing glances from her fair eyes, from the gallery, which 
overlooked the court of guard. i 

1 agreed that, if he would Write a letter, I'd pawn my 
life she should have it, and answer into the bargain, if shfe 
had any inclination to send one. He cmbracfed rac, and 
thanked me for my kind proffer, and wrote a passionate 
letter to the lady ; which I accompanied \vith another, to 
let her know 1 was devoted to her service upon tlic co- 
lonel's account. 

In two days 1 had an answer conveyed into a hollow tree * 
in the gaiilen, as I had concerted in my note to her, that 
waited upon the colonel's. 

These paper-messengers bro^ight matters to bear ; and 
the kind lady resolved to ventui^ herself with the colonel. 

We contrived a ladder of ropes long enough to reach 
from her window to the terrace on the cotirt of guard ; and 
I conveyed a ^mall bundle of pack-thread for her to throw 
down, which we fastened to the ladder of rqies ; and the 
lady with much difficulty pull)t:d it upf, and fastened it to ah 
iron chest which was in the room ; but as she came trem- 
bling for fear down tho ladder, it drew the Chest along the 
floor above, which awiikened the old devil, her father. He 
immediately alanned ail the servants, as well as slaves : 
but the capta'ii had got safe off with his mistress. 

WlK^n *Aik hunks had summoned us all togctker^ he went 
into the rpojn to see what the matter was ; but when he 
found his money fast, his distraction began to abate. I 
mu'-t own, I wished heartily we could have cleared his 
/j^iijney too, as well as his daughter, it was some time 
'ere he missed her, as having no notion of her elopement 5 
but when he found she was gone, his passion was unsur. 
Tnountable ; for the good lady had made bold with the writ- 
ings of an estate^ that it seems were left her by an old 
aunt i and I was very well pkastrd she did uot go eniptj 
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handed to my colonel; for I take money to be the sinews 
of love as tVell as war.- 

The enraged Don ran up and down like a madman, with 
about a dozen of us at his heels ; and as we approached tfie 
ditch of the castle, which happened to be free from water, 
being the tide was out, butpretty well provided with mud, 
some of the servants imagined they saw something lie on 
the mud. The old Don being very pearl-eyed, was stoop- 
ing downy and gazing to be satisfied ; and the devil 
prompting me just at the same time, I clapt my khee inlo 
his bum, and down fell the poor Don into the mud. 

I was the first that cried for help, yet I did >not make 
extraordinary haste to assist him ; but, at last, ropes were 
brought, and, after he had floundered about a quarter of an 
hour, we lugged him up, in a sweet pickle. 

By good luck, he did not mistrust that the favor was 
designed him, but purely accidental. I had an opportu* 
nity the next day to find out the lady and the happy colonel, 
who had bought a commission fmm the priest to go to bed 
.together* He was so well pleased with my service, that 
he promised to ransom me fwra Dan Sancho, and did not 
doubt but he should succeed, being the Don made money 
his sum mum bonum. But we were surprised at the refu- 
sal^ fot , he had such a strict charge from the viceroy of 
Peru to hold me fast, that it was more his interest to keep 
me uian part with me. Nay, this proposal opened the 
.old Don's eyes, for he saw plainly I was at the bottom of 
his daughter's affair- This so enraged him, that lie or- 
dered a great wooden clog to be locked fast to my leg ; 
which I was obliged to lug along with me* 

This proceeding drove me almost to despair, and I lost 
ell hopes of ever procuring ray hberty. 

The colonel and his lady (who had recovered the for- 
tune from Don Sancho) were very much grieved at my ill 
usage ; and tried all manner of means for my liberty, but 
<o ho purpose. I passed three years in this uncomfortable 
life, and had the pleasure to hear that my implacable ene* 
oiy, the viceroy of Peru, was summoned to Spain^ upon 
the account of some mal-admiriistrkition. At the hearing^ 
of this news my hope of fropdom began to revive, but it 
was soon clouded again ; for the old devfl, Don Sancho, 
ivas re&olvcd takeep a martyr to his owu revenge \ aod I 
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" weathered out two years more in mf wretched confine- 
ment ; though, thanks to Heaveni nothing depressed mjr 
spirits entirely. 

The colonel got an opportunity to tell me, that there 
was a vessel in the road bound for Lima. ; and the captain 
being a very good friend of his, he had prevailed with him 
to take me on board him, if it was possible to get out of 
hunk's clutches. ^ 

I made all the efforts imaginable, but to no purpose ; 
and I was once more, in my imagination, given up to 
eternal slavery. 

The same night, as I was endeavoring to compose my 
troubled thoughts, I heard a great noise in the castle* 
yard, and was very much surprised a while after, when I 
saw an officer and a file of soldiers come to seize me Us a 
plotter against the state, and carried me to the colonel's 
lodging. But my surprise was turned into joy, wheji 1 
found he had used this stratagem to gain me my freedom* 
I told him he had trebly repaid the obligation he was pleas- 
ed to say he lay under to me ; and 1 was resolved not to 
accept of my liberty till I found what Sir Don Sancho 
' made about it: but the colonel resolved me that he had 
the means in his own hand to pacify him, 

I went on board, and set sail the same evenings We 
had but an indifferent voyage, being involvedT in many 
storms ; yet at last we arrived safe at Calao. " 

I shall, if you think fit, give a short description of Baldt- 
via, because few foreigners are permitted to enter that 
port. : 

Baldivia, or Valdivia, takes its name from the first foun- 
der, a Spaniard." The old town stood a little higher than 
the new one, till it was destroyed by the Indians ; for Peter 
Baldivia, and the rest of the Spaniards, were such tyrants 
over the poor natives, that they took heart, laid an ambush 
for them, and destroyed them every one. But in the new 
town they are sufficiently guarded from their insults, or 
danger of a foreign enemy ; which have often attempted 
them to no purpose. This being reckoned the richest 
country for gold mines in all America, nature has be- 
friended them very much in tlie strength of the place ; 
for there is so large a sand bank in the mouth of the bay, 
that vessels are obliged to gox|ie within five Jiundred y^rdii 
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of the shore (which is guarded by a strong castle) to avoid 
it. It is a difficult harbor to enter ; but when you are 
once at anchor, no wipd on the whole compass «an hurt 
you, though it blow a storin> it i$ so well sheltered by ihft 
land on all sides of it. . • 

: The inhabitants arc chiefly made up of banished person*, 
i^ho generally work in the mines for so many years ; and 
the time expired, they have so much land of tlwir own to 
cultivate : and most of them find the means to be rich : 
but how honestly, I will give you leave to judge. The 
country about it is very fruitful, and produces great quanti- 
ties of apple-trees, from which they make very good cyder* 
put the juice of the grape is very unconieatable there, and 
those that do procure it, must pay extravagantly for it. 

This city, for it is no less,' is esteemed the key to the 
South Sea. The governor and officers are generally sent 
.from Lima, but the soldiers are composed of those petson* 
that are sent there for a punishment. And though few 
persons choose to be sent there, yet as few desire to leave 
it, when once they are settled. 

Notwithstanding the people could make shift to live 
without religion, yet there arc seven churches and three 
. monasteries : but they seemed to be in a ruinated condi- 
tion : and I do not doubt but an age or two hence, thos^ 
that pass that way may find them totally ruined* 

As I said, we arrived safe at the port of Calao. I was 
resolved to remain incognito till 1 had enquired into the 
affaii-s of the city. 

I took an occasion to send to my Indian tenant, who 
came to nie, and was very wellpleased to find me at liberty. 

1 sent him to several of my friends, to acquaint them 
what circumstances 1 lay under, who soon infonned the 
viceroy of my misfortune, and he as feadily complied with 
my desii'c, allowing me tlie liberty I had enjoyed before I 
was sent to Baldivia. 

1 once more made my appearance at Lima, renewed 
my acquaintance, and began to divert myself as before. 
By degrees I crept into the good graces of the viceroy. 
Who gave me a post in the government that brought me 
a considerable income, and with the esteem of most people, 
1 passed on a whole year. 

The viceroy, not liking hia situation, found rocg^ns to be 
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recalled to Spain : yet recommending me to his succes* 
tor, I remained in the same station he before had given 
me ; though I cannot brag of any more favors bestowed on 
me by my new superior ; for he was a man of uncertain 
temper, proud and revengeful. He was newly marnied 
to a very ricli widow of Lim «, who had a very beautiful 
daughter by report, for she was not suffered to take the 
liberties of the place. 

I often had a great desire to see her face, for I had ob- 
served her veiled many times at church, which was all the 
liberty she had. I Avas informed she was designed as a 
wife for the supreme judge, though much against her in- 
clination, seeing there was a desparity of years, which is 
certainly the greatest bitter to the sweets of matrimony i 
but nothing is consulted now more than wealth. 

I received a letter fix)m my uncle at Sevillci wherein he 
desired I would leave Lima, and come to Spain. And to 
induce me to it, he gave me the promise to make me his 
heir. I must own I began lo be pretty well tired of this 
climate : and the time drawing oi^fortjhe expiration of my 
mortgage, I set my self to prepare thii^gs accordingly. 

I disposed of my plantation to my faithful. Indian at an 
under price, being I thought I was under many obligations 
ta him. 1 resigned up my office in the viceroy's palace, 
indeed^ because I could not get leave to dispose of it. 

I turned all my effects into gold dust, and sent it before 
me to my uncle, and now 1 only waited for a company to go 
over land to Vera Cruz, a port in the North Sea, where I ' 
should have the convenience of embarking for Spain. 

I began now to think of settling in the ^orld, and indeed 
it was almost time, for I had passed my twenty-eighth yeari 
and at that age the heat of youth should be pretty well 
over : for if ^a man cannot see his follies on this side of 
thirty, he is in danger of being incorrigible all the days of 
his life* Besides, 1 had very good encouragement to sta- 
bility, my own fortune, and the prospect of my uncle's, who, 
in all probability had not many years to Jive, being in his 
eighty-third year. 

Well then, as my story Is almost off the stage, 1 will 
throw you into the bargain a short account of one place 
more for my catastrophe, and then to my epilogue for dc» 
taining you so long, and that shall be the description of 
' * -"a, as it is at present. 
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Lima, the capital city of Peru, is situated about two 
leagues fron? the sea port of Calao, in 12 degrees 6 mi- 
nutes of southern latitude, and 79 degrees 45 minutes of 
western longitude. It is built on a noble plain, with hills 
at a distance. 

Francis Pizarro was the founder in the year 1535, ihoV 
it has changed its name since his time, from La Ciudad 
de los Heges, or City of Kings, to Lima, which is only a 
corruption of the Indian word Rimac, which was the name 
©f an Indian idol formerly worshipped in that place. 

This is the finest city (next to Mexico) in all America. 
All the streets are in a direct line exactly measured out, 
and much of the same length and breadth, being fifty 
yards wide# 

In the heart of the city is jthe noblest square my eyes 
ever beheld, and in the midst a fountain of brass, udomed 
with eight lions, continually spouting water, supplied by the 
river of Lima, that runs through the skirts of the town, cov- 
ered with a handsome stone-bridge that leads to the suburbs. 
Within the suburbs is a fine public walk, beautfied with 
orange-trees ; and in the evening it is crowded with theJ^est 
company of the city. Although this city is so beautiful, it 
was mostly destroyed by an earthquake in the year 1682. 
There are no less than fifty-seven churches and chapels 
(with those that are in the monasteries) in this city, and 
twenty -four monasteries for men, apd twelve for women. 
The cathedral is very magnificent, as are most of the other 
churches, though chiefly built with wood from the first sto- 
ry by reason of the earthquakes. 

The viceroy of Peru has h\% residence here, and is so 
powerful, he hardly owns the king his master to be his su- 
perior. Here are likewise kept all the courts of justice, 
and from the high court there is no appeal. — Among the 
reat, they have settled an inquisition, which, on my con- 
science, is worse than that of Spain. Heaven keep every 
body from it ; for in this court the informant is a witness, 
and the Accuser is ever behind the curtain ; and to mend 
the matter, the witnesses are never brought face to face. 

To complete the grandeur of the place, there is an 
arch-bishopric, and an university of threeVell-filled coile- 
ges ; though the students do not always follo>v learning | 
for I have found some ignorant enough. 
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There are twelve hospitals, and one of them for Indisms. 

This city is garrisoned with two thoussmd horse and six 
thousand tool ; but ^cry indiierent troops for service 
agamst a foreign foe, being chiefly composed of Creole ana 
and Indians. These Crcoleane (who are so named from 
owing their birth to America) are most of them proud, 
lajyr, and ignorant, and generally tyrants wherever they 
have power, though sharp enough, as to tradey and will 
over-reach you if they can. \ 

They are all inclined to venery, and will sacrifice every 
thing to gmtify that vice. The women (who are really 
very handsome) generally sit at home all day cross-legged, 
and as mute as fishes ; but at night it is customary fwr 
them to haunt the streets veiled, and will as hardly be re- 
fused a favor as the men with us on the hke occasion. 

As I was sitting one evening in my lodging, dispatch* 
ing some letters fiw Spain, 1 heard somebody knock softly 
at my door. My servant was gone abroad, and therefore 
I rose and opened it myself, but was bui*prised to see a lady 
veiled, who, without making any werds, pame in and sat, 
down on a couch. After she had reposed herself some 
time, she unveiled, and discovered to me one of U e sweet- 
est faces I had ever seen. I was almost turned into stone 
at the sight of so much beauty, and was ready to fall down 
to worship her as a divinity. ■ Said she, I came not here to 
be gazed at ; 1 like you, and if you can do the same by me, 
I believe you will not use me ill. 

Madam, I replied, I know no other way 'to convince you 
that I love you but one. With that 1 took her into an al- 
cove, whei^e we seon came to a right understanding. Ai 
soon as our small piece of business was over, she desired to 
be dismissed, yet with apromise to gi?e me another visit 
the next evening : but, said she, if you should chance by 
any accident to see me in any other place, take your eyes 
from the object for fear of danger ; for those messengers 
of the soul betray their trust. 1 pi-omised to observe her 
directions, and left her, but yet could not help my cuii- 
osiiy : for when she was got down stairs, I put on my 
cloak, followed her, and observed she went into the vice- 
roy's palace. J was convinced by the dress she wore, that 
she was none of the common sort, and much diverted 1 was 
at the accident. 
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The next day she did nle the favor of another visit, 
when we passed our time as pleasantly ^s we could ; and 
rtiy incognita seemed very much pleased with my cbrnpany* 

After our toying was over, she told xne she was afraid 
of losing me, for she had heard I designed for Sp^in. I 
informed her, nothing had power to stop me but the pasr 
sion 1 had for her. 

She at last discovered herself to me: she told me she 
had respected me a great while, and had many disputes 
with her honor and love ; but the former was forced to 
give way to the latter. She likewise let me know of her 
approaching marriage, and added, that the knowledge of 
my person would make her aversion to her husband the 
stronger. We had many meetings to the content of us 
both ; and she made me several presents of jewels, which 
I intended to keep for her sake having preserved them 
through all my fortunes. Our meetings now beg^a to be 
Jess frequent, being the wedding-day was fixed, which 
gave me a great deal of uneasiness. To divei*t my me- 
lancholy, I URually took a walk in the orange-grove, where 
in my musing fits I often staid longer than usual. 
' As I was going home one evening, I hc^ard the clashing 
pf swords at a distance, and immediately after saw a per- 
son running towards me, who cried, for ii>e Virgin Mary's 
^ke, if you arc a gentlenian, lend me your sword, to de- 
fend myself against a villain who has offered me the vilest 
indignity. I made him no answer, but gave him my 
sword (for he looked like a ms^n of quality) and foUoitveil 
him. 
. Just as I turned the corner I saw him engaged, and his 
antagonist drop down dead. 

The gentleman seeing that, tpok to his heeh. 

The street being alarmed with the bustle, as I came 
pear the body, I was seized as the murderer. What 
strengthened their opinion, and 1 must coiifess had but an 
indi£ferent look, was my sword remaining in the body of 
the deceased. All my asseverations ©f innocence signified 
nothing ; I was carried before the corrigidore ; but having 
no witnesses of my assaulting him, and one fellow, by 
good fortune, proving I was not the person that eiii>;aged 
him first, I was only once more condemned to Maldivia* 
J cursed my hard stars a thousand times, and tjie grief of 
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parting from my mistress was like to hi^ve rid roc of life ; 
but time began to wear if off. 

I was secured in the castle of the city till the yessel wa^ 
ready to saib 

While I wes confined, in order to be transported to 
Baldivia, a gentleman came into the prison* and begged 
Lalf an hour*s conversation with me. I l^ad been so libera} 
lothe keeper with my money, and pretty jovial in my hu- 
mor that 1 believe if I had asked him to let me go, hp 
-would not have denied me ; so that I begged the favor l^ 
admit the gentleman, and his absence during our conver- 
sation. He qbeyed me in both, and the gentleman en- 
tered my roon^, whiqh, though but mean, was the best in 
the prison. 

As soon as the gentleman had reposed himself upon a 
chair (none of the best) he asked me if I would please to 
refresh myself with any thing the place afforded : but I an- 
swered in the negative ; he made half a dozen hums and 
haws, and opened his mouth to endeavor to be underetood. 

Sir, said he, you see before you the unhappy person that 
is the occasion of your confinement. . I should not be thus 
free with you, if I were not assured of your generous 
good-nature. Once more I must tell you, you see before 
you the unhappy man who is guilty of that fact you are to 
suffer for. I ana a gentleman by birth ; and though I Jiad 
jiot the good fortune to owe my first being to old Spain, yet 
1 have this for my consolation, that ray parents were born 
at Cordova there ; but the frowns of fortune driving them 
to this part of the world, grew ashamed of her ill looks, 
and greeted them with smiles of favor. In a few years 
Plutus, the god of wealth, made them a visit, and took hi^ 
leave of them with a promise of his frequent return ; and 
lie proved as gbod as his word, for in a little time fortune 
became a neuter gender ; that is, believing they did not 
want her assistance, they were no more her devotees. 

Sir, said I, the sooner you will please to come to plain 
Spanish, the sooner 1 shall be in the ready road to your 
business. 

Why then, said he, not to keep you in suspense, 1 am 
the person that Avas obliged to you for your sword on sueh 
a time, which proved the instrument of my revenge on a 
base wretch that deserved an eternity of torments jifter 
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this life, for wronging the best of women; ^ An^ since t 
find you love the shortest way, without the tedious fiou- 
risl«js of rhetoric, 1 will inform you of my story, with as 
much brevity as 1 am capable of. 

My mother died about seven years since, and T jnay very 
justly say, the rest of my father's life was a delirium : but 
death taking pity of his griefs, came to his aid, and about 
two years ago I was left master of a plentiful fortune. 

As death is the end of all things, and age must pay ila 
tribute to himj 1 shook off my grief for my father's loss, 
and in six months after his decease, fell in love with a young 
lady of incomparable beauty, at least in my eyes. My for* 
tune gave me easy access to the father of the fair, and when 
1 had the happiness of conversing with the object of my 
Wishes, she did not seem averse to my passion. Every 
thing concurring to my desires, hymen joined those hand-i 
•whose hearts were united before. 

For several days we revelled in the sweets of love, and 
I may justly say, possession hud not the power to pallilQ- 
sire J each moment of enjoyment seemed new, and my ut- 
most wish was centered in her breast ; but the dire hcnd, 
tormenting jealousy, at last crept in, and palled my appe- 
tite to ardent love, the fatal bitter to our mutual sweets. 

I had a person that I called ray friend, who slikred the 
affluence of fortune with me ; we had the same desire la 
love and hate i 1 there fore thought I was but poorly blesi; 
till my friend saw the idol ot my soul.— But oh 1 what pangs ^ 
that fatal moment cost me ! his eyes received the bane t<A 
all his peace, and in one moment he rendered up his heart. 
I gave him leave, for what could I refuse to such a iriend^ 
lo visit my wife when business demandcid my absence. He 
often declared his passion to her, by plaintive, sighs and 
languishing looks. When my wite perceived he impor- 
tuned her too far with his love, she threatened to tell me 
of it : but in the mean time he had acquainted me with 
what had passed between him and my wife. Said he, my 
friend, 1 imagined your wife was like other women, prone 
to change ; therefore, in your absence, I counterfeited a 
passion for her, to see whether she had that regard she 
ought to have for you, and I am pleased to find you have 
made so worthy a choice. 

I must own to you I was mightily pleased with this trial 
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6i my friend, as believing it sprang from his kin(incs8 to 
me ; and I had much to do to reconcile my wife to his vi* 
siis. She^ would often say, I wish your friend may be sin- 
cere in his professions to you ; for my part I greatly doubt it. 

In a litile time after this accident, I perceived my friend 
began to look very melancholy ; I endeavored to sift the 
aecret from him, but to no purpose for some titne. 

One day, as we were riding out to take the air together, 
he seemed more deeply plunged in sorrow than usual. I 
told him I should not take him for nly friend any longer, if 
he did not let me into the cause of his disorder. At lastj 
with much reluctar.ce, he told me, that the good opinion he 
had before conceived of my ^ife was false, for he was well 
assured she was not true to my bed. 

You may imagine what a thiiijder*clap this must be to 
me, from a friend who I wa« assured in myself would not 
relate a falsehood. I was some moments before 1 could 
open my mouth ; and aJl the time of my silence he seemed 
80 much grieved that he had declared the secret to me> 
that I had no doubt of the truth of it. 

When my grief had given me the liberty of speech, I 
begged he would give me the foundation of his suspicion ; 
but he desired to be excused till he had certain proof of her 
infidelity, which he did not doubt but he should soon have, 
though it was what he wished to be deceived in : and fur^ 
Xher added, he would not have me take any notice of it, but , 
carry it fair to her, as if nothing had happened : for if you 
should, said he, you will never come to the truth of the 
matter. 1 promised to comply with him, and went home « 
but heaven knows with what a heart. 

I followed my friend's advice punctually, br.t yet could 
not help shewing the discontent of my mind in my counte* 
nance- My wife was mightily concerned for my melan- 
choly, And was very pressing to know the cause > and in a 
very tender manner seemed to be disquieted, which 1 toot 
all for art, and the cunning of her sex. 

1 must own to you, that sometimes I imagined my friend 
had deceived me : but whenever we had an opportunity of 
conversing, he strengthened my jealousy to such a degreiCi 
that 1 beg-^n to wjsh the cause ot it no longer in this world. 
And if it had not been for the desiie I had of revenging my- 
self on the supposed partner of h^r guilt, I had certainly 
tak^n methods to dispatch her hence* 
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I had some afiTairs to transact at Segovia every year ; 
and the time drawing on for my journey, my friend told mci 
before my return, I should have demonstration of her infi- 
delity ; for, said he, your absence will give her the oppor- 
tunity she wants, and she will be sure to take hold 6f it. 

It was a great while before I could be prevailed upon by 
my friend to undertake really this journey, but only to feign 
as if I had, that I might be convinced of her perfidy, and 
punish it myself;, but my friend laid me down so many 
reasons for it, that I at last very unwillingly agreed to go. 
But in the mean time, said he, you must order that I may 
have admittance in your absence, that I may take my op- 
portunity to observe all passages. Why, said I, I never 
knew you debarred the liberty of my, house. But you 
know, said he, since my false declaration of love to try 
your wife's virtue, she has looked upon me more like an 
enemy than a friend, as knowing I was not sincere in my 
passion ; for women, be they ever so vicious, yet they ab- 
hor the man that doubts their virtue. Well then, said I, 
if you will, we will sup together to-night ; and then I'll 
take an oppc! tunity ^o leave directions with my faithless 
wife, to allow you the same privileges in my absence as 
you now have. Why, then, returned mj friend, do not 
you be surprised at what I shall say to her. 

We parted, and went to prepare every thing for my in* 
tended journey* When I was at dinner with my wife, I 
gave her some hints concerning my friend, and then I de- 
sired he should have admittance in my absence. I ob- 
served she changed color at my discourse, and seemed to 
be in the utmost confusion, although I did not seem to 
see it. 

After some talk about indifferent matters, she told me, 
if I thought fit, she intended to live private in my absence, 
and adimit of no visitors. For, sir, said she, the world 
will be censorious, and receiving visits from a man wheu 
you are from home, is not consistent with our Spanish 
customs. She found by my discourse that I was deter- 
mined it should be so, wherefore she left off arguing upon . 
that subject; but I could perceive all the time we were 
together, my resolves sat very uneasy upon her ; and it 
-was with much difficulty she restrained her tears. Her 
soiTow struck me to the heart, and it was the greatest 
R 3 
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love ; and if you should, in the heat of passion, do a rask 
dt^ed, every moment of your life will prove a torment to 
you. Lovers* eyes are often false, and too quick in false 
constructions. Call reason to your assistance ; that will 
prove your best friend. Take some time to think of my 
advice and counsel ; friends may as soon prove false as 
wives,- and you had better lose the former than the latter." 

All the while he was speaking^, methougbt I was listen- 
ing to an oracle ; and at the end of his discourse, I could 
not help blaming myself for my rash belief. I called over 
in my memorv every particular of my wife's behavior, 
and could not find any one action start up to give me that 
hard opinion I had rashly conceived against her. 

I returned the physician of my mind, as well as body, 
many thanks foi his cordial advice : and would have paid 
him in another coin, but I could not prevail upon him to 
^take a single dollar. No, said he, in accepting of your 
money, Ishall make it appear that, like lawyers, I plead- 
ed for my fee. No, Sir, all the recompense I shall ask 
of you is> only to let me know the truth of every thing 
when the catastrophe is aver, which I hope will not affect 
your wife : and if I might throw in one word of advice 
more, if you find the friend you have so much confided in 
to be false, shew your resentment by slighting him, and 
leave revenge to Heaven. — I promised to follow his judi- 
cious advice in every thing ; and so we parted with a very- 
good regard for each other. 

I was resolved to proceed no further on my journey, 
butmake4hc best of my way back again ; and as I went 
along, to consider of my behavior, and let time alone 
for proof. The reason I gave my servants for retui-ning 
was, that I had not strength to pursue my journey ; 
which in reality was no falshood, for I was weak enough ; 
and I am convinced that disorders of the mind weaken 
the body more than habitual distempers. In part of my 
journey back, I could not come to any resolution how to 
behave ; and therefore resolved to lie one more night upon 
the road, to s$?e if my pillow would advise me. When I 
arrived at my inn, one* of my servants told me, Don Ro- 
derigo was just alighted. Hearing him named, my blood 
ran a wild course about my body, and immediately it struck 
to my mind something Was not rigbtt 
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laske^rrty servant if DonRodefigo had seen him ?^Ie 
told me no, and that he seemed disguised, as if he did not 
desire to be known. This strengthened my suspicion of 
&ome ill intended, or done already, and that he was mak. 
ing his escape. I ordered my servants not to appear, but- 
, When supper was ready, 1 sent for my host to bear mc 
company, where, after some trivial discourse, I asked bird 
"what guests he had in the house ? He made no scruple in 
telling me : but when he came to Don Rodcrigo, he de- * 
dared he did not much like him; for he seemed very wil- 
ling to be private with two of his servants, and he had ob- 
served them often whispering. They design, said he, to 
be going very early in the morning, but I do not know 
which road they travel. I concealed my di:>turbance of 
mind from my host, but resolved to be going as early as 
Don Roderigo ; and to be sure of being early enough I de- 
termined not to go to bed, nbtwithstanding the weakness of 
imy body required repose. 

In the middle of the night I heard people whispering \x\ 
the next room, and I could easily distinguish Koderigo's 
voice. Though I could gathef* liitleof their discourse, yet 
I could hear mine and my wife's name often mentioned. 

At 'break of day 1 found they were preparing to be gone ; 
and though 1 was pretty expeditious, yet they were got out 
of the inn before 1 could get on horseback with my ser- 
vants. I was mach vexed at it, yet pursued my journey 
homeward. But 1 was very much amazed, when, about 
two leagues from Lima, I met my wife in a coach with her^ 
ii)aid, and two Indian servants. 

The servants, as soon as they saw me, were overjoyed, 
and my wife could not open her mouth for some time. I 
then began to relapse into my former jealousy, and imar 
gined she was following Don Roderigo. 

At last she opened her mouth wiih a great deal pf joy. 
O ! my dear, said she, is it you in reality, or are my senses 
deceived ? I asked her the reason of her journey, and hei* 
mighty surprise. Sir, answered she, that question con- 
founds me t have I not a letter from you to come with all 
speed imaginable ? Here it is^ continued she. 1 took the 
letter from her, and read the contents : 

WY LOVE, / 

PuHsuiNQ my JQumey, I had the misfortune to fall frofl^ 
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my horeC) and break my arm, which prevents my writinof 
lo you. The accident is attended with a violent fever, which 
1 am told 19 very dangerous* I have refraihed wt-iting t6 
you till now, as expecting Sdme artiehdment : but fining 
myself worse, I beg you will come to me with all the ex- 
pedition imaginable, for fear you should never see me more 
alive* Your affectionate hubband. 

There needed no sphin* to unriddle this enigma ; and t 
observed by my wife's countenance, we both knew the au- 
thor of the letter. While we were thus confused, the coach- 
man that drove the coach was stealing away j but my wife 
cried out to stop him, for that was the messenger that bro't 
the letter to her: and farther told her, he was to conduct 
her to me, for the coachman we had before was drowned j 
and that circumstance deceived her more than any thing 
else. The fellow also told her, that I had prevailed with 
a gentleman in the neighborhood, where 1 lay hurt, to 
send him to drive the coachi I rode after the fellowj and 
brought him back, ordered him into thfe coach-box, and 
forced him to drive out of the road to a neighboring village, 
where lived a gentleman of my acquaintance. He very 
unwillingly compiled with my commands ; and we kept 
very close to him, to prevent his making away. When 
we arrived at my friend's house, we secured the fellow in 
a strong room, and I left two of my Indian servants to 
guard him. I made my friend acquainted with the acei- 
dent, and that this visit was not intended, but by mere 
chance. He gave me to know I was welcome, let what 
would bring me there*. 

When my ^ife and I, with my friend were alone, I ten* 
derly embraced her, and legged her pardon for my unjust 
suspicions of her virtue, and related the whole progress of 
my jealousy without omitting the least circun^stance. She 
gave thanks to Heaven for the danger she was saved from, 
and related to me the manner of her being deceived by the 
fellow that brought the letter, as follows: 

The fifth day after you had left me, as I was musing in 
the garden, my maid told me a person had a letter to dehv- 
er me from you. 1 began to tremble with timorous appre* 
hensions, and my whole frame felt violent disorders. I or- 
dered the bearer to be brought to me \ and when 1 had read 
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*)ie letter, grief lccke4 up my tongue, and I had not power 
to speak for some time. When I had recovered speech, \ 
' asked the fellow where you was^ Madam, said he, he^isat 
Pon Florio's country-house (naming a friend of mine, that 
my wife heai*d me often mention), and knowing you had 
never a coachman, my master sent me to conduct you to 
your husbandf I would not spend time in dressing myself, 
but just as I was, with my maid and the two Indians, pur-f 
sued our journey. 1 never once dreamed of any treachery, 
Ithough I always doubted your false friend, but as he h^id 
Tiever been to visit me in ypur absence, it wipe4 away all 
suspicions of him. I observed the coachman by his looks, 
that he did not like the company of my servants, but I was 
too much concerned for you to think of it much. 

We congralutated each other again on our happy deli- 
verance, and admired the workings of Divine Providence, 
and the second cause, my friendly physician. 

My wife expressed a great desire to see him, to returp 
him acknowledgments for his inspired advice, and in the 
morning I promised to her to go to him, if we could get 
any convenient carriage ; for we were not very faad of 
making use of the coachman that broifght her out. 

I deferred his examination till the next day, being too 
much fatigued to do it then, though I had ordered he should 
want noticing but his liberty ; for I considered him only as 
. an instrument to work his master*^ ends. When I was up 
in the morning, I ordered him to be brought before me : 
but, after some time, they brought me word he had made 
his escape by creeping through the ceiling of the room, 
^^nd throwing down the shingles, for it was a single apartr 
ment near the garden. I was a little unea?y at his getting 
away, as well as my wife, for fear his master should make 
some attempt upon U:s in the house where we were, it being; 
a quarter of a mile from the village, and the gentleman 
iny friend had but few servants ; therefore it was thought 
the wisest course for us to go immediately to Lima. Apd 
as sooi? as we could procure mules, we set out, and reached 
that city without molestation. 

I heard nothing of the faithless Rodcrigo for several 
flays, neither did 1 think it strange ; for 1 imagined, if he 
had any shame left, he would not dare to appear publicly 
aj Lima ; but if he did, I had resolved to tal^e my friep4- 
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mined the poor girl of what she kneV of the wretch ; wfto 
informed mc that they put her intQ a coach, and earned 
her a league out of town ; but when they found their mis- 
take) the usage she bore from them vaa insupportable ; 
and the brute Roderigo told his servants, if they pleased 
to make use of her in the vilest manner, they were wci*- 
come. The wretches that served such a villain, must have 
^ery near the same sentiments of honor and honesty, or 
they would seek another master : they were too forward 
to neglect such a cruelly ; and four of them by turns ra- 
\ished her. Sti*angers to the nature of the wretches who 
are superiors in this part of the world, would imagine such 
deeds should find punishment by law : but alas ! justice 
has fled the place ; and we may expect more mercy from 
the worst of cannibals, than is to be ^und here* 

The poor creature in a little time felt the farther effects 
of their cruelty ; for they gave her a distemper that ended 
her life. 

Before her death she gave me knowledge of the place 
where they led her : for they had not any caution in their 
villainocis proceeding ; but as soon as they had gratified 
their lust iind cruelty, turned her out of doora* 

1 had no farther need of any thing to whet my revenge ; 
but I must own, the death of this unfortunate poor crea- 
ture added fuel to the fire. My wife was almost distracted 
at the unhappy accident ; and had no other consolation, 
but that she had escaped their cruel hands/ 

- 1 did not acquaint her with my hitention of seeking this 
villain ; but I made it my only business. I went to the 
'place the poor maid had directed nue, where I had infor- 
mation that he had left the place, and now resided in Li- 
ma. I was very sorry iie had> changed his habitation, 
because I should find ft a more difficult thing to execute 
jBy resentment with safety in Lima ; but, however, 1 sent 
him the following letter : 

Thy usage to me is not to be borne ; therefore, if thou 
hast any spirit,, -which i much Question from thy villainy, 
for villains are always cowards, meet me in St. Justin's 
field to-morrow, at six in the morning : as 1 imagine there 
is no second in thy villainy, I shall e:^pect thee alone, and 
I hope thou wilt not fail to meet the injured 

Alonzo de CA:$txo. 
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I chose St. Justin's field for the conveniency of a spiall 
public-house which overlooked it, where I went before day, 
that I might discover if he came alone ; for 1 had but lit- 
tle reason to expect fair play from such a villain. Whca 
the time came, I saw hip go by the house alone : . I let him 
pass by me, to see if he was not followed by atiy of hia 
cursed crew ; but finding none, I hastened after him, into 
the middle of the field, and called to him ; hfiTturned about, 
aiid with the image of iielUn his face, he cried, I thought 
your resentment would have brought you first into the field j 
but as I am here before you, it speaks me no coward, tho* 
your vile scrawl would intimate a^ much. Come, said I, 
no words, your breath is poison to me, it wiU infect the air. 
Only this, sir, said he, as you had not named any particu- 
lar weapon, I have made bold to bring a pair of pistols with 
me : and to Jet you see I have some honor, you shall take 
your choice. I gave him no answer, but took one, and we 
agreed to stand at such a distance. As I was going to fire, 
he cried out, Hold I I will tell you one secret more b§ft)re 
we engage, which is this ; your pistol is only charged with 
powder, but mine with ball, which I put in since you made 
your choice ; and now prepare for death, be assured thi* 
is the kst monacnt of your life. I did not give myself 
time to answer, but fired my pistol, and then hurled it at 
him, and had the good fortune to cut him in the face wilii 
it ;. and in the confusion and surprise, his pistol went p^ 
without hurting me. Now, said I, thou wretch, we are 
once more upon equal terms ; and Heaven, I hope, will 
favor the justest cause. We drew, and m a few passes ( 
laid him for dead upon the ground ; though in tine enc^iu 
ter I had received a dangerous wound in the breast. I went 
home,^^ notwithstanding my hi\rtj and sent secretly for a sur- 
geon of my acquaintance, who dressed me, ^nd told me I 
was in no danger. 

My wife was very much grieved at the accident, though 
she could not but be pleased at Roderi go's, death, yet her 
&ars increased, as imagining I should, suffer for it by the 
violent temper of the viceroy \ but her grief began to blow- 
over, when in several days after, no enquiry was made nor 
tven any notice taken of his death. ' . 

I was very much surprised at it, imagining I had really 
killed him. 
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A? soon as my wound was well, I went to the little hotise 
to enquire if they knew any thing of the body ; for the 
owner of the house was formerly roy servant, and a mail 
of much probity, who kne\T all my ^-to^'y : he informed me 
that a litile while a/ier I passed by his house fiome ag^n, 
five persons ran that way, and coming to the body, seemed 
to mourn over it, and went the road that leads to St. Dominic^ 
a village about half a mile from the place whei'c we fought* 

1 imagined they had buried him privately in the village, 
and went home to acquaint ray wife, who shared my con# 
temment. , 

I now went abroad as I was wont, and all the discourse 
was of Don Roderigo's suddt^n disappearing. Servants and 
nil had left his house, but no one suspected any thing of 
liis death. Some of roy acquaintance told mo they ima* 
i^ined tlxis to be some trick of his, and tliat he only lay 
Klormant to madilate some mischief on me. 

1 seemed to come into their fears, but in roy mind 
slighted their advice, as imagining 1 had nothing to 
dread. I passed on a whole month without aiiy danger at 
all ; but as I was going one day across the bridge to a 
warehouse 1 had in tiie suburbs, a fellow came up to me, 
and iTTivately asked me if I would be his tbapman for 
tome East- India goods. He told me a long story, that 
he was obliged to make up a cargo and leave this part of 
t+ie wo>ld, for his credit began to fail : and if be did not 
get away speedily, his creditors would lay him up. We 
went to a neighboring tavern, where he read me his bill 
ttf parcels. He told me he had been encouraged to offer his 
^otis to me, from tlie fairness of my character ; and wa$ 
coming to watt on me when he had the good fortune to 
meet me. The next day was agre^ on for me to go and 
view the goods, for 1 was not to pay for them till they were 
brought to my warehouse. Accordingly, as appointed, f 
Went to the houseof the person in Benedictine- ^trcet. I 
was shewn into a room till the goods were brought ; but , 
as I was looking on some paintings, five men rushed out 
uf a closet in the room, and seized me. 1 hey disarmed 
me, took out every thing that was in my pockets, went 
out,' and locked me in. You may imagine the surprise I 
was in, which was very much inci'eased when 1 saw my 
enemy Don Roderigo enter the room* I in my confiision 
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thought I had seen a ghost, for he looked very pale ; but 
he soon convinced me of the contrary. — And^ have I got 
you at last, said be ! I now will revenge myself at leisure ; 
tnit to cen^pl^te my revenge, I have sent a token for your 
wife, that I may ravish her before thy face ; and then Pil 
devise tortures to rack every joint about thee* He gave 
me to know that he had sent my watch for a token, and 
that she would bring such a sum of money to pay for the 
goods. The torment of fny soul no tongue can express ; 
.and I am assured, if they had not taken my sword from 
me, I had put an end to my wretched life. 
, The inliuraan villain insulted me so much,4hat I rushed 
jape^n him) unarmed, as I was, and had certainly choaked 
him, if his wicked assistants had not dragged me from him* 

It is well, said he, I have no oth^r passion but lust reign« 
ing in my breast at this instant : but when I have satiated 
my desires on thy wifC) I will then add another pang for 
this usage : but in the mean time, I will leave you to think 
of tht' matter filone, for 1 fancy you do not much care for 
jmy company. 

As soon as he had made an end of this speech, he and 
his gang went out, and fastened the door on the other side. 
I'll give you leave to imagine the confusion of my thoughu* 
I remained some time without moving ; but accidentally 
casting my eyes on the door, I observed there was a bar 
to shut it on^ the inside. I immediately barred it, and be« 
gaO'to look about to see if I could find any thityg for my 
defence ; but, to my grief, could perceive nothing. I en- 
tered the closet, and searched there ; but to no purpose. 
Looking about the floor of the closet, I perceived one of 
the boards seemed to be loose : I essayed to pull it up, 
but wanted some engine to effect it. I at last thought of 
I the bar of the door, ran to it, and by main force wrenched 
it from the staple ; for I thought if would not serve n^e to 
make my escape, it would answer to defend myself ; but 
I easily forced up the board, and with my bar bent down 
the x^eiling under me. I was resolved to explore the hid- 
den place whatever was the consequence ; for it could not 
jbe worse than to remain where I was. I there ventured 
down, though something of difficult descent; for the joists 
were ao close together^ i had muck ado to force my body 
S3 
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throu^ ; but at la^t, with much diiicultf, I pressed thiti* 
fuid hadii desperate fall to the ground. 

I soon found I had got into a cooper's cellar, for there 
i;»cre scverri pipe staves, artd tools to work wHh. I seized 
upon some of them, and by fqrce renched open the cellar 
door, which led me once more into the street,- befbre Don 
Roderig^'siiotise. I did not give myself tinie to conside**, 
but ran tbwards the bndge to get to my own house, and 
just as 1 entered the Cordeliers I met my wife with het 
maid, and the wretch that had decoyed me to the house. 
I ran up to him, seized him by the throat, and fiung ImbI 
over the bridge, where he met with the reward of* his 
villainy. I had not power of spefech to inform itiy wife<^ 
the accident, but made signs for her to go home. By 
this time it was darki and the profligate villain Don Ro- 
de rigo, fancying his cursed emissary staid too lotig, came 
«ut of his door which faced the bridge. As soon as I dlts 
covered him, I ran towards him, and sbized him. Now, 
villain, said I, I ^vill not part with thee tin thou l^afct ren<- 
ilered up thy soul to hell. We both struggled, and I kept 
him down ;* but the rest of his company coming up to his 
assistance, I quitted him : and running to see if I could 
tneetwith some one armed, I had the good fortune to light 
on you. As soon as I received your sWord, I ran back, 
•and just met the villain as he was entering the door. I 
ran the weapon iirt© his very heart : and 1 believe you were 
ti better witness of his death than myself, being you wtft 
found near the body. 

As soon as 1 saw him fall I made the best of ray way 
home, not imagining you would itieet with ahy farther 
4[laniage than the loss of your sword. 

The darkness of the night concealed me from the s«1v 
\-ants that canee to the assistance of their master, for I 
n2ver once was suspected ; or perhaps if they did knoit 
me, fear kept them from discovering me. 

When I heard of your trial, 1 came myself into eourt, 
and if you had been condemned, resolved to have discoi 
vered the truth ; but finding you were to be bahished t^ 
Baldivia, I concealed the fict, imagining I had it in my pow^ 
er to gain your freedom, by paying your ransom ; whkh 
w^s the reason I came now to wait upon you, to offcryott 
my service in that or any thing else in my power. I rc^ 
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turned hhn thanks for his offer, and, considering his slor)r^ 
I told him I was glad I was in some sort an instrument of 
h\% revengis. He would force upon me a ring, and- two 
Jnindi^ed pieces of gold, and begged he might be ranked in 
the number of my friends* He made me many visits^ and 
once brought his wife witli hint. She Was a very hand^ 
some woman, asd seemed to have a great deal of wit^ 
"She made me several very handsome cbmpiiments in be* 
half of her husband, and begged I would accept of their 
fMctwre set round with fine oriental pearls. He accompa-* 
Hied me on board when our vessel was to set sail, putting 
in the captain's hands fresh provision, and several sorts 
lof good Hquors, to comfort me in my voyage. 

I had the happiness to have pirates for my fellow suf* 
ferers ; and the viceroy had given out, to take off all cen^ 
^ure from him, that I encouraged them in their piracy. 

We took onr leaves, with protestations of a lasting 
friendship ; and lived as merrily as I could, till the day We 
liadthe good fortune to meet you, which has not given me 
imy reason to changenny humor. 



Wi were mightily diverted with the reliation of Don 
Pedro, and I found I was not deceived when I took him for 
^ man that understood the world. 

We had now gained the Straits of Gibraltar; and had 
Entered the Mediterranean sea. But I must confess I couKt 
not see the African »hore, without a number of sighs for 
misfortunes past, and I found my grief renewed with the 
remembrance y and all the mitigation I had, was the affeo> 
lionate concern from Don Ferdinand, to whom 1 had told 
my whohe story. 

We had not made a day's sail in the Mediterranean, ere 
we perceived two sail ifnaking towards us. I must own, I 
had no desire to engage^ being so richly laden ; and, there*- 
fore, by the advice of both ships companies, made all the 
bail I could to avoid them. But our vessels being foUl with 
so long a voyage, and never once cleaned during our whole 
course, they gained upon us, do what we ceuld. When 
we found there was no getting from them without fightings 
we were as much determined on the other hand, to fight our 
lihips to the bottom of the se^; rather than surrender^ 
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Having fixed this resolution, we prepared for the engpage^ 
ment ; and when we had got all things in readiness, we 
lessened our sails, that they might come up with us. I or- 
dered everysailor toload as many smaU arms as they couldt 
and not to fire a gun till I gave them orders ; but as soon 
as ever they had fired the great guns, to discharge their • 
small arms upon them, 1 could not [prevail upon Don Fer* 
dinand to keep below, although I saw fear strongly painted 
in his face* When they came within pistol.shot of our 
ship, they hailed us, and commanded us to strike immedr- 
ately. We made no other answet than with our guns and 
small arms, which surprised them, and did them a great 
deal of damage in their rigging: for, cutting the top-sail 
haliards with our shot, tho top^sai] fell down upon the cap, 
and hindered the ship's way very much ; and I believe we 
might have made our escape. But I perceived the Villars 
was hard put to it, (our Spanish manof war^ whom I nam* 
ed the Villars, in remembrance of that dear one)* Bf 
this time we were prepared again, and I ordered every man, 
as soon as they had discharged, to lie flat upon their bel- 
lies till we had received the fire of the enemy ; which ac- 
cordingly we did* They fired upon us, but killed us not 
one man. Then •ur hands rose tip all together, and fired 
in our small shot^ 

We had so damaged their rigging with this broadside, 
that she fell a-stem till we were charged again, and then I 
^ve Aur men orders to fire into the body of the ship, and 
point their guns low on purpose ; which we soon found had 
the desired effect ; for they had several shots between wind 
and water, so that they were obliged to heel the ship oij 
the starboard side to-prevent the water running in on the 
larboard* I, seeing there was not much to be feared from) 
her, bore down to assist the Villars because she was over- 
matched. But when her antagonist found my design, and 
understood the condition of the other ship, she made all 
the sail she could And fled for it. We did not think fit to 
follow, her, but sent a boat on board to enquire how it stdo4 
with them in the Villars. They sent me word they had 
lo^ eight men, had three wounded, and were very much 
fnauled in their rigging, a? well as their hull, and had re^ 
ceived a shot betweeit wind and water, and the ship leaked 
veiy muclw I bade them searoh for th« kak> but there 
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Vf2A no coming at it \ therefore, I ordered thetii tb get out 
as many of the goods as they could, and bring them on 
board me : the weather proving favorable^ they went to 
•work as fast as they could. 

Our m«n brought me word, that the ship we had engaged ^ 
was sinking. They fired several guns for assistance, and 
their consort being almost out df sight, I bore down to 
help them all I could ; but before we could come to them, 
»he sunk to the bottom. The men had, put out their long- 
boat and barge, and were got in them, and made towards 
us. As soon as they came within hearing, they called * 
out for quarter, which 1 promised them they should have; 
There were 123^ of them ; and as their number exceeded 
©urs, we were obliged to confine them, for fear they should 
take it into their heads to set upon us. 

Their captain was killed in the engagement ; but the 
lieutenant informed me th«y were two men of war, of forty 
guns each, sent out from Barcelona to cruise upon the 
coast ; and manned each with, two hundred men, but the 
rest of the crew wcr£ either killed, or being wounded, sunk* 
with the ship. I did not think it proper to carry them to 
Jtaly, for fear it should prove prejudicial to Don Antonia ; 
and understanding, that in removing the goods on board 
the Villars, they found out the leak and stopped it, I in- 
tended to put them on board her, and give them the ship 
vitli their liberty ; but first I ordered out her guns and am* » 
munition, and her goods, leaving them nothmg but pro- 
visions and water, which ibey returned me many thanks 
for, and so we parted. 

The next day there arose such a blorm as we had never ' 
felt before, and continued with the utmost violence fof 
fourteen days, so that imjw we were in danger of drowning ; 
and I believe most would have parted with their wealth to 
have been safe on shore. At last we discovered land, but 
were very much surprised to find it Candia, for now we 
began to be in fear of the Turkish pirates. So we resolv- 
ed to steer for Zant as fast as we could, and there make a 
dnidend of our prize-money and goods. And accordingly 
we arrived there safely the 3d of September. 

This island of Z^nt belongs to the Venetians, therefore 
we were out of danger from the Turks. The town, which 
bears t^e same name with the island) is above a mile in 
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length, seated upon a t^ach of the )>ay* It is built mostly 
of stone, and has a nobl\& look from the sea* To the we9t 
of the town stands the, castle, built on a high and vcryv 
steep hill, where most of the merchants dwell, and is ver^ 
n(;ar as big as the city below. It is a bishop's see, and 
the governor is of the nobility of Venice. The chief com- 
modities they deal in are,* wine, oil, and currants, whicb 
are esteemed of the best growth. They grow on vines like 
other grapes, and are gathered in July, and then packed in 
hogsheads ready for the merchants. 

Our men being well pleased they were out of danger, 
and in a place where wine was to be bought oheap, traffick- 
ed so much for that commodity, that most of them fellln^ 
to dangerous diseases; therefore I resolved to leave Zant, 
and make for Sapienza, an island with a jgood harbour, nol 
inhabited, where they would not be under the like tempta- 
tion ; so we came to an anchor there, September 5tb. I 
ordered twelve guns on shore, and raised a platform capable 
of defending ns from the insults of an enemy. In a pleas<^ 
ant green we put up a large tent, another smaller by it> for 
the officers and sailors ; but I having but one bed put on 
shore, Don Ferdinand was forced to lie with me, though, as 
I thought, veiy unwillingly. Our sharing the ready, mo- 
ney took us up four days ; I reserved a fourth part to my, 
owners, which amounted to upwards of sixty thousand 
pounds ; and a twelBth part for myself, wliic^a with wjiat 
presents und other things that I had, amounted to the value 
of fifty thousand pounos. Every sailor, from first to last, 
shared above twelve hundred pounds a piece j but when we 
came to divide the goods, we knew not which way to go 
about it ; so, with one common consent of the sailors, I was 
obliged to accept of them all without paying one penny 
for them. 

We set sail for Ostia the next day, after we had finished 
our dividend, and arrived there Nov. 1. after a voyage of 
two years and seven months, and the richest.prize that ever ^ 
came into any "port of Italy. I sent a letter to Bon Anto- 
nia, to give him notice of my arrival, and advice to come 
and take care of his cargo. In two days, he. Donna Isa- 
bella, and her little son, qame on boai^d in a. pleasure-boat. 
1 found they were in mourning, and I told them I was afraid 
to ask thenvwh© it was for j they informed me that Isabel*. 
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la's father had been dead above two years, hut they hkd 
resolved never to wear any other color till they had scch 
ine. Never was a more tender meeting between friends 
^ than between us ; and I mustconfess> for some time all my 
cares lay hushed. 

When I came to inform Don Antonia of the wealth I 
had brought him home, he stood amazed : for, besides 
the money which Itold him of, the gbods Ihad on board 
exceeded in value the freight I went out with. I could 
hardly prevail upon him to accept of such a sum of moneyi 
till I informed him it was but barely his due, and that I 
- had very near as much to my own share. 

I presented Don Ferdinand to Antonia and his. lady, 
vho seemed very much pleased with him ; and Don Pedro, 
out of his free merry humor, told ihe, he hoped I would 
not forget him, because he was older ; for he thought he 
had more right to my friendship than Don Ferdinand, be- 
ing he was an dder acquaintance. I let them into sonae 
of his life and humor ; they received him very friendly j 
and we all went to Don Antonia's villa together. 

After staying a week, I began to be tired with so much 
pleasure, and therefore begged leave of Don Antoni* to 
visit Rome, only to shew Don Ferdinand that celebrated 
' place. Don Antonia sent before to, his palace to prepare 
fbi^ our reception, . and the next day we followed. We 
visked all the rarities, ancient and modem, where we 
might see the grandeur of the ancient Romans by those 
stupenduous ruins still left. 

As Rome was formerly a nursery of war and greatness, 
it is now a nursery of arta, but chiefly painting, architec- . 
ture and music. There have flourished in one century, 
Lanfranio, Dominichieo,:Pietro du Cortona, the Poussines, 
O^massei, Guercin du Cento, Chivoli, Andrea Sacchi, the 
immortal Raphael, Hannibal Carache, Guido Reno, Mutia- 
no, and many more excellent in the art of painting. Then 
Psdladio Vitruvius, Scammozi Pozza, and majiy more fa- 
mous for architecture. Then the divine Corelli for music, 
whose sweet composition will be always new : and we may 
say by him, as a great English poet said of our country- 
man, Shakespeiare, That the former had pulled up the 
roots of music, as the latter of poetry, and transplanted 
them into their own gardens, where all those that follow 
must borrpw a branch from them. 
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I shall not say any thing more of Rofne> nor of Naplesy. 
\yhere we went once mgre, upon Don Ferdinand's account* 
I would have persuaded him to have begun his studies- at 
Rome (for I supposed him a Ropian Catholic )» but he 
f would not hear of it, and begged he might go with me into 
England, which I promised he should. 

Donna Isabella had an orphan- cousin that lived with ber> 
of a vast fortune, beautifiiUo a miracle ; whohavmg seen 
Don Ferdinand, fell desperately in love with him : but he 
did not seem to have the least regard for her* Don An« 
tonia discovered to me the secrets and pitying by expert* 
ence his kinswoman, desired i would forward the match. 
But when Don Fen^nand understood my desires, he fell 
upon his knees, and begged I would never roenticm it 
more ; for he had made a solemn resolution never to 
marry any woman breathing* I pressed him all 1 couldi , 
and laid the folly of such a rash resolution before him $ 
but it was preaching to a tempest, and all my arguments . 
had no pcxwer upon him* On the other hand, the merry 
Don Pedro was as deep in love with Donna Felipia, which 
was the name of the orphan»lady* But his manner of 
courtship was so odd, and out of the way, that he caused 
more diversion than we could have imagined* If sh« went 
to bed, he would lay jiimseJf down at her chamber door^ 
and sing songs all night ; so that if she had any inclination 
to have rested, he was revived she should not ; and he 
would often say, he intended to plague her into a compli« 
ance. If she went into the garden, he was sure to follow 
her close ; or even at church, he would often tell her, it 
was in vain to pray for a blessing from Heaven, when she 
was committing murder with every look. In short, he 
would often force a smile from the afflicted lady herself. 
^- I was still endeavoring with Don Ferdinand to forget his 
rash vow ; but he desired me, in such moving terms, nofto 
entreat Him farther, that I resolved never to trouble him any 
more upon that theme* Notwithstanding which, I begged 
of Donna Isabella, to try what she could do with him, for I 
imagined complaisance would work^more upoii him than 
friendship. She sent for him into her cjoset, where they 
remained together several hours ; and I was very much 
pleased the next day to see him waVdng ih the garden only 
with Donna Felicia* I did not think it proper to interrupt 

Digitized by G00glj2 



(k^.fm R^mi B^ylt- • 2 tr 

t^^QQ ; bmt wlten I thad aa QP|)ortumty> I flec&iired my sa- 
tisfaction, and lpl4 hii|»I ^sUy forgave h is not comply irvijj 
with mcj wA yielding to tU.e peirsuasioo of Donpa Isiibelk. 
He seemed in some confusion at w-hat 1 said to him; 
which I Attributied- to his drying me^ and his condescen- 
sion to Oonnfk Istahi^U^. Bv^^ in a f/ew days after that, I 
was sometbii^g iiM>r;e surprised, to sec Don Pedro eagerly 
addressing Donna Felicia, and she regarding him more 
favorably than iJisual* A^ my surprise was increased, 
vi\im Donna Isabella told me th^ nuptial-day was fix^d be- 
tween Son Pedro and Donna FeiUcia. I told her 1 was 
Xery wek pleased th^ lady haid so soon forgot her violent 
passion; but I added, th^at th& stronger the fiamey the 
tihort^r th^ dW'atipn- If ao, r«t«rned Donn^ Isabella, w« 
may hope yout passion is buHed long since. I told her I 
cW npt love like oth^?s, for I was i^solved to cai^y 
i»in^ with xn^ to the grave. By what I have forracEly 
heard (returned Donna Isabella) from you, as well as tny- 
husband, you have not the lea$t gHmpse of hope. Ma- 
dam, ^aid I,, that i]s the reason! must d^spiur; forina 
other fire 3ball ever >yArmmy breast, but what was kindieil 
there by my fir^ flame. Wc had much discourse upon 
the same subject ; and Donna Isabella told me atla&t, I 
was a pattern for all faithful lovers* ^ 

When we were at N^pl^s^ I had provided goods and 
convenlenay of sending to St. Salvador, according to my 
p;!omise given to Donjaques; and the ^vessel being lo 
touch at Qstia, was to send for my letters to that gejitle^- 
isn^an* I desired «Don Ferdinand to wnte to ^is father ^ 
but he begged to be excused, for fear it should lall into 
the hands of his lady ; and for the same reason lie begged 
1 would be cautious how I mentioned hhn. 1 toid him, 
he should see what J had wrote befox'e I sent it ; whrch 
wasas.foUows : 

I know not how to make you acknowledgment* suffi* 
cicnt for those favors so generously conferred upon me ; 
and the manner of doing it stamps a double va;Ute on the 
obligation; If there is no way to repay the mighty debt 
yet, i shall with the utmost gratitude remcrhber Doi| 
Jaques and his kind benefits* I have done myself *\he 

T 
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^kpttJddm^ to innke for Msori, wMi M the expedkion 
practicable. 

: £ady the next x3ay, being Feb. •, I to^k my 4eavfc of 
all itif acqueintances ; andvfidtwitbstaiidhig I afti not vsed 
to weep, c(H»ld nc^ fot'b^srr shedding ifotne tears at parting 
with such true friends as l^on Antoaia and his lady had 
frrbved. I rode the iir&Jt day overwhelmed whh melancho* 
\y ; and not one thought of being possessed of such a fcMT- 
tune from iiothing, in so short a time, lever entered my 
hreasc. Btit seeing Don Ferdinand, by his conntenancet 
^rtftke of my sorrow, I was forced to appear moch less 
qnelaacholy, to obli^ him to be sotoo^ 

I would have shewn him the rarities of Italy in^itr tra* 
^efs, but he seemed very Ittths inclined to curiosity ; ami 
we arrived at Antwerp without any fiidventuTre. We«tatd 
some viine theretoretover tke fatigue 6f o«r journey, 43iit 
>more upon Ijon Ferdinand's account, being he was -some- 
thing ii .disposed, hsvmg^ver tiw^lled on horsebaek -00 
far bcioPB. 

As we approached the town, *e «nd my Indlaws -l*ere 
^*«rpriBed to see the maimer of befjgtog. The bdya aiitt 
•girls would run before you, and of a sudden stop shorty 
stand upon their headsj aUid clftp their liands, raying their 
|:«^yer^ aU the while. 

The city of Antwerf> is fioely seated tifxmthe riv^r 
Scheld ; it is very well fortified, and upon the waHs are 
pTan^^d treei that give an agreeable shade> and mi^ke it 
pleasant walking. I'tie castte^ both strong and beantifidi 
iy«is founded by ^:he \y>skt of Al^. The ciiy In bigness 
niky compai'e with BHstol : theit Streets dpaeious, and 
bOHses very magniticent. The chureh^f Sahcta Maria, 
their cathedra!, is ^ superb btiilding ; and of that neatness, 
4hat the emperor diarlei the Fifth, of Germany, would 
bften ^y, « Jt was only ftt to be kept in a ca^st." The 
inside is as gloHons and neat a^ the outside* Tfee paih^ 
tinga ^ere performed by Sir Feter Paul Riiibens, an in- 
hafilant of Ahtwerp ; and fere equa! to any -thing he ever 
did. The JdiMiits^ church \t ^^ vei^ beautilu), adm^ed 
\^ith abundance of curious marble piHars,anQ all the pan^ 
«e*s painted by tHe *antc handks the other. There ai* seve<i 
ral more beautii\i]ehHreiies md ehapela^ ; but as tbesemen^ 
ibned are the thtef^- we^ihliU tikl^ %» fcrtheracitiee of th^m* 
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The third of April (having pretty well reeoyered oiir fe* 
ligue, by a rest of ten days) we sei out for Calais, \>w\% 
the shortest cut to Dover, aad arrived there April the 6tii 9 
ipaking ^hort stages* 

From this place we might behold the white cliffs of 
Dover* I must own I had some secret satisfdctioia in view- 
ing my native country ; and the next day, early in ihe 
morning, we embarked, ^d reached the town by noon, 
having a very favorable passage* Here landing, I had 
Jike to have lost one of my Indians. Slinging his horses 
into the boat, he would get upon the back of one of them^ 
thinking he would go out q^iietly. . But just n^oi\ the in* 
stant, a vessel rtdiag by the pier fired a gun,, and fright- 
ened the hoi^se to such a degree, that he lounged into the 
sea, aiKl swam from the shore ; and the Indian being 
thrown off with the start, had his foot so entangled in the. 
stirrup, that (notwithstanding his skill in swimming) he 
must have inevitably perished, if the oth^r Indian, seeing 
the misfortune, had not plunged in, and with a knife cut 
the string.' He then took the horse by the bridle wiih 
one hand, and swimming with the other, breught lum safe 
to shore* 

Don Ferdinand not being over-pleased with riding on 
Jhorseback, we took the flying coach the next day, and 
safely arrived in London. I ordered my English st^rvants 
and-thetwo Indians, with our baggage, to make two day« 
of it ; and gave them directions to wait at the place where 
.the coach inned, till I sent for them. 

When we arrived in London, 1 did not care to go to 
any of iny acquaintances, but rather chose to lie at a bag- 
nio for a day or two ; but I sent.privately for my uo^Ue'ii 
clerk that had endeavored to prevent my being kiiiapped, 
by putting a letter into my ppcket, mentione4\ in, the btt- 
ginning of this i*elation* He came to me according to my ^ 
.desire, but was overjoyed and surpns«d to see m^, though 
.he hardly knew me at first, for I had i>pt seMt him mf 
name* / . • 

He informed me that my uncle had been dead above a 
year, and had left his. estate to his eldest son; ^<;1 his:bju- 
,siness to his youngest and him ; but they \»;^.uld ofWo^talk 
of me, not believing I was in ihe land of the living ; y^t tii^y 
had increawsd my small estate y^xxh their Aitpio^tp^r^W'. 

T a 
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let him ititotny M^hole hist6(i*v, and he was \%17 moch pl«e^« 
-ed to hear tbat £ had gained «uch a f^fontH^l- fottofie. C 
got htm to provide us coDTenient kx)gttt|^ «nd imratet ier I 
IM tot ttrtciRd to ^o much abrMfd^ mA altt> ^ to ifere iim 
t» fetch my «enrlmtt. 

My two iDdians «pDk« English "vitiT ^^H «^ I ^mmI 
teamt them to rca4 and write ; «ndb€Jitigitimodenih«b««i9 
chey w^re not miidi gazed at. 

1 he titneibe^ expired thkt I was to loedt into tRf cMif»- 
jMssion (as Ikftiiiih Isahella tailed it), I tesdli«d to ti^ak ft 
«pen, havfftg some curiosity. Btit it was g^ne, notwiitlv- 
«(tanding ali my search, I to9M riot g«ln kiny tidings of if. 
1 c«>uld not Imagine h&w I should lose that^ 4iid ttothmget^e. . 
J[ mUst ^wn 1 was very tineasy, fetiring it woijld be %oi«w^ 
thing of tmpotDance 1 was to^ far IK>nm> Iitabella ; th«tc- 
fore 1 4i«ptitched a later to Itaty to teUtliemofniy safe virrl* 
val, «nd my losci of the pkcket, irnd heitd itte » ftt^ 6iK}| 
"with directions where to irrite Id nie. 

While I staid in town, I {mrchaMd an'efitate of ^^000/. h 
•5^ar la Som^r^dtiihire, asHd yet hud 95,000/. le&^ whieh I 
employed in the public funds. And now 1 had settled' mf 
estate as well as the affairs df Dlin t^n^nahd, ) was wiiting 
ito forwfltrd hhntnhis s^idies^ and propelled to send'hifn to 
OKford- with a tutor. &ut he «till begged to May hliMletolig- 
•cc with me. 

1 therefore^ took « resc^^ttion of gdng to Biftstol, brify 
with Don Ferdinnnd, ^nd 6fie sei^nt, with fio oih«r bu«2' 
^ness thiin to^e the p4a^e where hiy lost treasure smceKved* 
. \Vhm We were arrived^ f efuquired wMeh was the hcM^ 
that Mr. Villats, late mei>ehaat, foirtotfrly^w^dt ini W« mum 
fibaxu! k 6Ut, but were kilbrmed ^ne Ct^aati Kendrtck 
dwek thtrl^;^ I was inquisitive to kt^ow "if there was shy 
Hidingis of <^ne Susan, who was form^y rbaid to Mn. VH« 
iarS) daughter to the dect^ased merdi&m ; and^t last got in- 
foritit^n that she K'l^at a<}oiiiMry-hOose liear the sea-siie. 

I wtnt immediately away for the/ place, thoiigh nelKr 
iMrty miles off^ and late in the ef^fig. Belisre we had 
'^ckkf far tlie skit^ beetttne glck>my ; tmd a Jviolent storm 
thi^eateh^d m^ which sbon overtook us *whh sueh fMPf^ 
that^Wfe ti-ere forced to put uphito'vlit^houseotttof the 
-i<6ai^l^^^hellfr. Wh^ we ouae within^ we cOQld nm 
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'see a#y hainf In it tot a ftltle dwld, ptajr^ng wkh tome icr^s 
k h«i beibre it ; and all wc could' -get out of it, wm^ that 
Msnama wodd-cOiwcby and by. It was ae lovely a^dukl 
<a8 cfvier I aaw:; ted ^e wer^ still ftdmirinf it when a man 
:«sd«%oi»aii oaaieisi. T&ey were mi^h amazed ta&nd 
ns there; but I be^ed tkeir pitttkMit and told them tbie 
«term drove as in to t^e shelter* 

Tfee mfett told ub we were ve^ry welcome, to «rch as hb 
house afforded : but he feared we should find but pedr 
4K)ooanRodiakn. in thvi% iho^ 4&oriB kept up in it)6 full 
fiHtse) a^ now it grew da^k) and we were two miies ^oth 
-any inn ; xnd, to ajld tooiardistresa» we Were sCrangers to 
the raad< The raiwi seeing m ao put to it^ told vl^^p Ivad 
but two beds, bii^ we sfa6ttld be welcon»e to them) SfBcb an 
ttef -were. 

i l(^ him I would gratify hfok fic^r Ms trouble, and- tliere. 
lipon (gav« him a guniea. He was Tery w«ll pleased with 
tny prewnt) and beganto shew it in his ioeks> as weH as 
the woinan* i gavt: him ahotlier» topro\^e Ai^,iu>mothrng 
to eatt 'and to take care of the iiosises* He said he leaA 
but^iKi MiA)forc»>ia; but^ if I pleasecT he would tiike my 
■servant) and allthse^horiesiwithc^eof li&sown to b^n^ 
liim back ftgaifn) land leave them at vn inn in the neigh- 
imilg viUagis.^ i ^agreed to it^; and whfl& he w^ gcme I 
^sked the good woaMsn^mKny questions ^riKMit tbe<:fhi}d' 
Wbicb wevawthere^ afid eeon found it was none 6f their 
"Own, im^ ia gtntlewonmn'si a stranger to them, and tnse 
tii^ li«4 never 9e«n but onc^ Wiiy, -md >I,iK)w are 3?ou 
fndd Ibr the keeping Of it? Stie seemed amazed at thy 
tqtiettloiff laid was «om£ time before she an^vered foe -; 
^it atlast^aid, ahe was always very we^paid* 

I) finding she-did 4]ot muchcaire fOr udking upcmtbat 
itubjeot, c^!^ed the discourse, ^oon after the msin came 
^ we «rent to supper. I would haveliad Don Ferdinand 
^haveid^ wiih itie.^ but the man} understanding we 
-qiuAly lay awunder, wotsid give xA botii the beds, and 
tbey would sit^vp. i asked them where the child lays 
tod tbcy told us In a cradle^ I began to be concerned 
for the infant, though without giving any reason. When 
f^ hid MBwpped w« "went to1>ed, and had but Untie tdst ; 
^t»d wken we rose in tlie xnotning ^«t proving fair and 
itottwt) -wt K^ved to niTaft to the inn wh^re ««ir horses; 
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Were, wit>. bur host for our guide. When we mrrived^ I 
(linnrissed him with another guinea ; and would have g€»t 
iiuraediately on horseback, but Don Ferdinand was to 
very much disordered that he was not able to mount. I 
was very much concerned for his indisposition, and begge4 
he would repose himself there, while I pursued my jour- 
ney, with a promise to return the next day, or send roy 
servant for him. He consented that it should be so,. and 
I set forward. 

Coming to a place where several roads met, I was con- 
founded to know the right, and therefore was some tiaxe 
%t a stand, not knowing which to take : but hearing &eve« 
ral voices in an adjacent bam, I made up to it on foot, 
giving my horse to my man. The nearer I approached, 
the more noise they made ; but I could not undersUnd 
them. This awakened my curiosity, and 1 stole softly to 
the barn, where I could observe through a crevice (unseen) 
upwards of twenty gypsies, sitting in a huddle, with a 
child in the midst stark naked, which they were rubbing 
over with walnut- shells ; and every time it cried, they set 
up that confused noise : and I was very much surprised to 
find in that child the features of the lovely infant that I 
had seen the night before at my country landlord's. I 
beckoned my servant to come near with my horses ; being 
armed, I made to the barn«do<»*, and forced it open* I 
asked them, in an imperious manner, what they were do* 
ing with that child ; and further af&*med they had st^ge it 
from such a place, giving them to understand I had peo« 
pie coming to apprehend them. Upon hearing this, they 
:ali took to their heels ; and some ( I found) that had come 
there with crutches, ran very nimbly away without them; 
but the child was left behind* I now began to coRpidt*^ 
with myself what I had done ; and that I h^d gotte% a 
child, but did not know what to do with it. They had / 
rubbed the poor thing all over with the ^een walnut* 
shells, that made it look like one of their fraternity**^ By 
good fortune they had left his clothes behind them, as also 
some lags,, which 1 suppose were to be pot on mstead of 
the others. 

My tnan and I dressed it as well as we could, aod auk- 
wardiy enough j but when we had Brushed (notwithstand^ 
ing my haste )| 1 reserved to go back again> and enquire i^ 
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lb ^e ftfiy r. Whan we came to the iniv, I gave the faifarit 
td thMs cafe of the M^man of the t»©iisc tiH itty return ; iiiid 
understanding Don Ferdinand was gone to rest, I proc^d- 
td to ray host's bouse ¥Fkiioatdisturbif^hiiii. Whtft we 
arrived there I met the woman at the door. Pray, said I ^ 
to ber, good woman, inhere fcs the child that I s^w here last 
i^ight? Where is the child? the ^oman replied sharply, * 
why, the child 18 in his cradle asleep. Let me see it, said 
I. No, said she, 1 will not disturb it for you, nor n6 onHi 
else. I lold h^r pereftiptorily I wo?uld see it that instant, 
in s|>ice of her, for I feared soitie fool play. She, findinfj 
Hie resolute, and lighting from tny horse, said, Well, feir, 
since you are so desirous, I will go and bring it you. Wh^n 
she was^ne, I began to imagine myself mistaken^ and 
that children might be very like^ without being the same ; 
but I knew a guinea would soon reconcile hertontry rude- 
xwfiis. I staW watting a considerable tim«, taken up with 
several thoughts, ahd not observing ho^Sr long I had waited, 
tiH my man told me the old woman was long a coming. 
1 4iegan to call : btit nobody answering, I ordered him to 
go in tind see for her. He came out sgain, and told nie 
she was net in the house, nor any one else ; but that he 
4>elieved she had slipped out of the hack door, Tind got 
aWay through the garden. 

I began to think there wassdmethiog'^ery^xtraor^ary 
m the adventure ^f the child, and resolved to be strkt In 
the examination, iefiteredthe house myself^ and search- 
fill) btit to no purpose. I sent my man in the mean iiTrie 
in pursuit of the woman, but he r«;tunied withdut her. 
There was never a neighboring house to enquire nearer 
iban the vills^ where I left the child. So I had jxi^ got 
^n horse-Jiack in order to go back, when I perceived t^ 
man coming towards his ovm hotise* I spurred on to itte«t 
him, and he seemed mwrh concerned. I seizted Inm by 
the collar, and told him, I carare to secure him for the 
murder of the child I saw at his house last night. Th6 
,aftan was in such a terrible fright at what I said, that he 
vas more dead than alive. Sure, sir, said he, it cannat 
be, it is not murdered. I bid him produce it, or he should 
be tried fork. - it^short, I fngh^ited the potnr fello«f se 
tmich^ thait he teM mc, if I would have a little patience, be 
svottM tcliittcaiiJie knew concerning it {still crying, I 
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hope it is not murdered.) I told hhn the -chMd was safe. 
We went back to his house, wherjs, after the fellow^ had a 
-little composed himself, he made the following relation : 

About three years ^go, a gentlewoman came to my wife 
and made a bargain with her to keep this infant, and by 
paying us handsomely, we imagined it belonged to sonrke 
person of distinction, for we received ten pounds every 
quarter, and that before it was due. The lady would of- 
ten take the child for a day or two, and return it again. 
My wife being a worldly woman, laid several plots how 
to know the child's extraction, but to no. purpose ; for, by 
all circumstances, we believed the parents did. not care for 
owning it. One day my wife told me she had a design in 
her head, but she would not disclose it till she could be 
sure of succeeding; and when the lady came the next 
time to take the child away for a day, as usual, my wife 
was in conference with her for some time. And when she 
was gone, she told me that she had prevailed upon the lady 
to pay her one hundred pounds beforehand, and that she 
had brought her to it, hj telling her we should make a 
purchase of the house we live in. In short, my wife^ who 
wears the breeches, made me consent to carry on the de- 
ceit : and the next day the lady brought the child and the 
hundred pounds, and gave it to my wife, without any thing 
from under ray hand, and left us in a short time after. 
When she was gone, my wife discoursed after this man- 
ner :— -Husband, we have now one hundred and fifty poundsi 
(for we had been very saving), besides our goods and cat- 
tle, which will fetch us one hundred more. With this 
iwoney we may go into my country, (which vas the Isle 
of Man^, and live contentedly all our days, without any 
fear of bad <:rop5 and ill markets^ Well, said -I, but what 
iwill becorne of the child ? I quickly foui»d by her exprcs- 
sions, that she resohred to murder it. 1 was struck with 
horror at the proposition, and, notwithstanding her violent 
temper, opposed iicr in it ; and told her, upon no condition 
would I consent to do so barbarous a deed. 1 found her 
so fixed upon the design of murder, that I was at la^t, as 
the lightest evil, obliged to consent to her selling it to a 
company of gypsiesi but with the greatest . reluctance in 
the world, which was executed this morning. But we had 
di^oscd of every thing be£:^ehand» with'inteBtloQ to have 
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gone for Bristol two days hence, for we ^ere assured the 
lady would not come again for some tirac. 

When he had done, I informed him how I came to 
meet with the child* I then began to examine if he did 
not knew where the lady lived ; and at- last he confessed 
he dogged her to the house one day, set on by his wife, 
but would never discover it to her, for fear of her playing 
^ome trick. I prevailed with him to go with me> and 
shew me tlie house, wkh the promise of a reward, and 
letting him go aftervv«ds. We set out (after he had got 
a horse) and in two, hours arrived at a pleasant house, 
surrounded by a small river, and alnaost, covered with 
trees* I stopped some time to view it, and through a 
little avenue saw two women gathering flowers ; one had 
her face turned towards us, which the man said \4as the 
woman that, used to come to see the child, and that was 
the place she carried it to- 1 ordered ray man td^take the. 
' horses to the next town, about a half a mile o% and come 
to wit again. But I needed not have bid mine host to have 
gone about his business ; for he, being fearful of the event, 
got away without our perceiving it. 

When my man was gone, I walked about to view the 
house, but I had lost sight of the women, and it began to 
rain again. I stood up for shelter from the ^weather under a 
large oak, apd had but just got there, when a woman came 
QOt of the gate, with her mistress service to invite me in. 
I was very well pleased with this invitation, and went into 
the house, where I was met by the gentlewoman, a very hand- 
some lady. She told me, as I looked like a gentleman, she 
desired I would take shelter there till the storm was over. 
I returned her the thanks her civility deserved, and we set 
down, but were immediately interrupted by ringing at the 
gate ; andl perceived through a small window, a gentle- 
man in a scarlet cloak, alight from his horse, and go iiv 
^uite through the house. The lady begged my>pardon, and 
tpld me, she was obliged to keep another lady company 
while that person was there, but would wait on me as soon 
as possible again. As my curiosity had brought me there, . 
I had no thoughts of going away till I had satisfied it in 
some measure. I could hear the man's voice very plain, 
who seemed to threaten a lady with a great many hardships 
a^ to ker fortune if she would not consent to his love. The 
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Itd^r aaswecedin so low a voSte tliat I coukl not hear vAtA 
she saidy but I ionod her answers did hot enrage him the 
niore«e— They talked a g^aC while, and at last they seenied 
to be aiient* I hearing the door open» stepped back into tho 
r«G(m where the lady had left me* She came to me agaiiH 
and sat down. I hGf>e, sir, said she, you will pardoR my 
rudeness, but I could not wait on you before* Madam, I 
rtpltedf I ought to beg your pardon, &}r t^ng possessioa 
of your house here wi^ am an uttev stranger to yoiu 

We were interrupted in our commitments, by the voice 
of a person that screamed out Murder! murder 1— "j . We 
both ran out, and coming to the doot where the i^tse was, 
w^ found it shut, and the voice still calling out for help* 
I burst i|t open with my foot, and, ^ith my sword in my 
hand, ran iota ilie room, where I found the geiUleman 
that came in the cloak endeavoring to force a lady i 
gave him a. stcoke upon the head/ and bid him turn about 
and defoad himself; which he did, with many bitter ex* 
clamations. But after -several passes, I bad the good for* 
tune <to .disarm .him ; and he, having received several 
wounds, dropped down with loss of bk»od. The lady he 
luird attempted wa^ still in a swoon ; and the bustle had 
hrouipbt s&vei!ai women-servants into the room. 1 retired 
into the chamber i came from, but desired the- lady to take 
some care of the wretch, who deserved death ; but -I 
wished, lie might survive, to prevent farther trouble. She 
took my advice, and sent to the nestt town for a surgeon, 
who^s0oa came, and ray man s^ng.with him, by aocident. 
Barceiving his wounds were not dangerous (for I jUood by' 
while the surgeon dressed him) and finding the house in 
too much confusion, to be better informed conceniing the 
ohiki, I was about to take my kave* But the lady I had 
so timely' rescued, having recovered her fi-ight, desii^d she 
might thank jnefor so great a providence; 

l.was easily perj^Uoaded to stay, and immediately a lad>r 
came into the room. But, good God ! what transports did 
I feel, wh^i, in that lady, I beheld every feature of my 
dear Mrs. ViUars. Our eyes were fixed upon each other, 
and the .sight of me raised such a tumult of joy in her 
Urease, that, combating with her unsettled heart, she fell 
do^a in a swoon again. The other lady, at first, knew 
not ilie meaning of out disorder ; but when J called her my 
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dear wife, and other extra vagaret expre&sioi^sof my love,«he 
soon guessed the trxith, and seemed as much transported as 
we were. Words Weuld but wrong^the sentiments we felt 
for each other. Therefore, let the reader (if possible) guesft 
the joy of two lovers meeting, after imagining each other 
no longer in this world. We thougljt it was all a dream : 
but at last being convinced of the reality, we sent privately 
for the parson, and were tied by the outward ceremony of 
the chmxhr whose hearts had been divinely uniteil long 
before ; and that night I took once more possession of 
what I valued above all the world could give. 

The next day I sent for Don Ferdinand to partake in our 
joy, but was informed his indisposition had increased upon, 
him so much, that it was dangerous to remove him. This 
was some aljoy to our joy, f<Jr I had a real friendship for him. 
I lold my dear wife the obligation I had to his father. I 
now desired to know the particulars of her wonderful ea-» 
cape ; which she related tome after the following manner: 

You know, said she, when we parted at Mequinez, our 
hearts foreboded something would follow prejudical to our 
loves* I was not acquainted wi|h Mustapha^s escape ; if 
I had it i% very probable I might have avoided the misfor- 
tune th^ befel me : b\it he got a vessel to carry him to 
J>allfee (as he informed me, when I was his prisoner again) 
and by the way met with his master Hamet ; who wrote 
a letter to the governor of Mammora, and sent Mustapha 
with it, while h^ intended to wait near the coast to guard 
m j^ck. When they had seized me, they hurried me 
avt^fty imn«diately on board a vessel, and sailed upon the 
iastant ; and before night met with Hamet, where I was 
carried on hoard. He upbraided me with terms that gave 
me to expect worse treatment from him; but I told him, 
rather than submit tp his. nauseous love, i would starve 
myself to death, if I could find no other meajis to rid me 
of life. The next;d£^y a storm arising of a sudden, blew 
down one of their, masts, and drove them bade again* 
within sight of.the port of Mammora ; bi*t to avoid it, 
they ran beyond itj and the storm contineed* In the even- 
ing it began to ab^te, and he steered his course ^ack again ; 
but before at was dark, a ship appeared in view. And, not-. 
withstand}i>g lie had lost several men in a former engage- 
m^^ he ^09olved to set upon tliis vessel; and.it growings 
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calm ; he got up to her with r6wif>g. The vfcss6! kno^wirt^ 
what she tvas, began with us first, and fired vel7 briskly. 

The fi^ht contlhued about an hour, as near a? I eould 
guess ; for all my employment was to pi-ay that ibrtiehicky 
6hot would end that life which was so burtheftsome to hre. 
When the noise of ;the ordnance ceased, I hkd not cul'iosity 
enough to see hbw affairs stood. But judge my surprise 
aftd pleasure, 'when I tell you the first man that entered 
the cabin was the mate that I had made captain^ «» I men* 
tiOned to you ifi the relation of my fi^st misforttme. 

How, madam I cried he, is it ytni ! Thank Hea:Veh my 
iroyagcj* at ah end. Coinej madam (continut^ M) I'll 
carry you to one that thmks her life a but then till yOtt arc 
safe) as your dartger is Olvikg to her. I had not power t^ 
return him an answet*, Or ask him who if^t Wa^ he meant-, 1 
was io confounded with thought. He carried me 0% b^a'r J 
of his o\vn ship, where he brought Mrsi Susan to int^ 
My hean was so/full of joy, ^hAt fbr a foment you Ktfd 
»Hpt out of my memory. 

The ship <5f Hamet's ivas jii^ sinking, for they shot heft- 
between wind and wate*) and eould not come to stoji it-i 
They had tc^en ©ut as many of their gOod^, as the tkfte 
would permit, an^l all the men ihiit were 'wduikiedi befbre 
. $he sunk. I let them into your story, and the ttiutuftl a^* 
fecllon we had ; and, in return, the captain gaVe me th<5^ 
Ibltowing account of Iheir getting away f^o^ iiiallee. 

You know, madalA (^aid he) the Mobrs ^ere not vei^y 
strict in Searchitig lis : aftd I hXKi at the fii^st sight oT^m 
(judging what they Wete)'se«^red all thfe merchants' 'mo*^ 
ncy designed for traded as ^«ll as^.what I had of my own, 
abowt my clothes, aftd in a gi^e^t fur-caj) which I \vore updo 
my heiad. 

Hamet being satisfied withyoU) atwl ii^hat he found be* 
tides, NvouHl not sell us fer slavesy^t 'gttve Us the liberty 
0f walking about the tovtft, With a^small KHOwanbeof pro- 
. vision, till we could send a petson to Enghnfid for a fhou^ 
8iand,ipounds, Which was the fannom^f both ^shlp and men. 
, In a little timcf I became' acquainted with one of^the Jew» 
of Sallee, Inborn r^reV^iled^pohjby the for«e ef moneyj 
to buy the ship, and pay for our 'ransom; ^hieMshe di<H 
without any #«e'» conGeming tftem»elve» abeut it. <Wfe 
did all'we da^ld to find you o^t^ but^ no put^oAe-; to WH 
were obliged to set sail for £ngland« 
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vlt>,9ttr voyage home, ftli% Susi^in iftformed m^ withyeur 
P^Qry» not oonr c^Iiog even her o wo p^rt in H ; and I found 
iifir«o.sli)<?4ire in her repentance, that I cpvild not help pi^ . 
tying her j which soon became a softer passion ; ^nd when 
we arrived in England, the ceremony of the church cocolt 
pl^t^d Oiir happin^iss. We acquaint?ed Mr. Kendrick, your 
ladyship's guardiar^ and steward, with youir misfortune ; 
.V'h^q^ >vith tl>p j^vlcepf ju% fitted out the ship in youi' name^ 
,Vritb-^ 6;tii3ki^nt,quantity of money for your ransom, if it 
,were possible fpr us tp hear of you ; and by meeting with 
ypu npw, we hay^ pompassed what we intended.-— I re- 
turned the^i t^ha^l^s (pspeciaUy Mrs. Susan, who would 
appppripsvpy her.hu^ban4 in hopps tp meet with me-) I- d^- 
siifed' captain Morfioe (which is the name of M^'s. Susan'f 
Jiu^hand) tjo steer tpwards Mammora, but he told mi it 
jWi^s.nptjs^f^ ; for as lher€ wa¥ a war proclaimed between 
iprance ^id JtJji&lan^j tfee an>l^(issadoj' icguld not answer it 
if he did not n>ake, \\% ^ pri^e ; and we were further in* 
forr?n,ed;i by oneof the r^^negadp prisoners, that he wasverjr' 
,\5^y g^^sm^U th^y wfiri?^ sailed for France. 
'. ypoi^, this notico, w^ directed pur course with this hope^ 
i\\^ Yf^w wov^ld ^^9^ arrive in England, and find me out ; 
f»>r I remember^df in th^ ^tory pf wy misfortune, I gavo^ 
you |i>J^rks e.npugh t^lel you iLupw where I was to be found. 
^pCor^^ ^e v^^ft tl^e g,ngli?h GPa^t, \ found myself with 
philfj, ^pd the very imagination had l^kei to^iftve cost me my 
life, forfeav thp fat^€ii: of the vaborn infant would not comcj 
time enough to saje ipfiy credit (Jfoi' though I was well as- 
si^V^^of your honor, yet I knew Uie Qcnsuring world would 
b^ apf to Warn? rxyy conduct.- \ ^puld hide nothing from 
tj>e fa^hfnl v>usan> who joined her fears with mine. 
- ,VVh?n \ye qaji^e into Bristol channel, I consiiUcd with Su* 
^^n ah9Ut my.managemeni, ^and I at Us:^ resolved id live 
pr^v^^e, tijp i cpuld hear some news of yoi^ But I was pb^i 
jfiged to. l^t Mr^ K,e.UidrtcV» i»y stewarcl, into the knowledge 
fit nj|y;arriYpl> though h? wa^ a stranger tp my condition. 
j se^t tp I^p^pn, i^ fepp^.s oi" hearing some news pf you ; 
Uu^ h^vving kispt the name of youv uncle a secret in your 
V^J,afjpij, our ^j?d^'4yprj^ pr9>^ed fruiUess. 

My ^el^p^hqly increased with my. Qondi ion ; and hv 
fcar of a discovery, V\Y^m into Wales, with a relation ofc 
Mr^. S^8Jan, s\^d yf^% ^^livered of a bay, thai proved the. 
S^^^te^t SOjorqi:t to mf jinking heaj:ti «% ia lu» fooe w.as 
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ev^ry feature of hi$ dear father* I brougHt him back again 
here, and had him put to nurse, at a child to a relation of 
Mrs. Susan ; and had resolvtd but this ytvf day to hav« 
sent for faim home, that I migl>t always have the sads&c- 
tion of having him in my sight. 

My steward) finding 1 was under a necessity of fiving 
private, began to talk to me of love ; and often proceeded 
so far (after finding I disdained his passion) to tell me^ if 
1 would not consent to make him my husband, he Aiould 
take care my estate should come into his hand. Tluiugh 
1 could have soon broke his designs as to my fortune, yet 
my sohtary dwelling pleased me so well, that I gave him 
gofiU words, which did but more encourage his insolence, 
till it arrivtc! to that pitch you so happily delivered me fi'onr. 

I soon found, by my wife's relation, that'tJic infantJ had 
so marvellously saved, was our own child. When I- related 
the accident of meeting with the infant, my wife expressed 
so much fear, terror, teiiderneoS,9nd joy,that I tliought the 
riiflerent passions would have taken away her understanding^^. 
By this we may learn there is a ruling Providence that re- 
gulates every action of our lives, when they tend to virtue. 

Mr. Kendrick (the person that made the attempt upon 
my wife) was soon informed of our happy meeting ; and 
his wounds mendini; every day, he begged we would fa* 
vor him with a visit, which we complied with, when he 
i^ked pardon for all past offences, in such a sincere man- 
ner, that we were easily prevailed upon to forgive. 

He sent for all the books of accounts and writings that 
belonged to my wife's estate, and delivered them up to us. 

The same day captain Morricc arrived from France : 
where he went, by the dtsire of my wife, as her last hopei 
to know if he could gain any intelligence of me. H^ was 
so very diligent in his commission, that he had got to the 
speech of Moiisier De St. Olon, who informed him of my 
pursuing the vessel, and returning, and of my voyage to 
Italy. 1 rewarded him by several handsome presents for 
his trouble, and found in all his actions a downright blunt 
sincere honesty, which drew me into a ft4endship for him. 
I i^ow began to think of Don Ferdiifiand's illness, and re- 
solved to go with my wife to make him a visit ; and my 
dear wife was so impatient to embrace the child, she would 
not let me stay to finish my affairs wit^ Mr. Kendrick. 

As we were upon our journey, we.were nli^t by a relatioo- 
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of mbe, son to tHt l>ai*»rpas uncle that Kad kidnapped 
me. H<; was io the ^QVintry when I arrived at IiOi>don, 
Notwith^n^ng ^be iajury I had suffered from his father^ 
, I Gon^ nqt bjslp. re^tiiving him with the u^naost affection ; 
fpr \ye were both of an age, and very Rke as to our personsy 
being bppttght tip tp^ther ti)l the death of my father i 
Svhich created * friendship for each other. 

He brought me a packet from ftaly^ and in itoij^ wlos- 
fd from Dun Jaques, sent from St. Salvador, ' I broke 
open that first? which was as follows : 

I HOPE the distance of climate has had no force upon 
your friendship; mine here has rather received an addi- 
tion, though I am overwhelmed with ,'\ very great misfor- 
tune. My daughter (in whom all my hop-^s centered) is, 
I fear, entirely lost ; for the very day you left us, was the 
last time my eyes beheld her. We have some reason toi 
fear the relations of tfie psrspn who died by your sword, 
have used some clandestine means, and perhaps have pri- 
vately murdered her, to be revenged on us ibr that accident, 
though of their own seeking. In short, I am weary of the 
hateful place, and shall do my endeavors to seek repose in 
some other par^of the world, and relying upon your good 
Matured friendship, I hope to have th< honor* very shortly 
after your receiving this, to embrace you in England, for [ 
am preparing to leave St, Salvador very quickly. I receiv- 
ed your obliging letter, and the bales of goods, aH in proper 
condttron. But there is something dark in it, or at least 
iny understanding cannot reach this paragraph ; " and be 
assured whatever ybu give me m cTiarge,"^ 8cc. I sent 
nothing but what I hope you wrll accept as your own ; 
ftnd I took that manner of leaving them with you, knowing; 
yeur generous temper would not have been easily per- 
buaded to have accepted them from one that shall ever 
subscribe himself, your sincere fi-iend and servant, 

jAilUES DE RAiflREZ, 

F'^ -S;. My wife (who if inpo^iso^ablc) throws in her love 
%nd service ; ai^d ail ^he hope she hasleft, is the e^pectatioii 
of tilling you, face ^ f§icq, the grief slxe lies under at her 
fatal ^ss ; and) to bring u| farther in your debt) we beg 
yo^i will leav# \^% sufficient directions among oiir cpuntry- 
JW^ ^t y^ur Exchange, where we may find yo.y, 
U a 
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I was very much concerned at my friends misfortune* cs^ 
pectally in beH^ving^ I was in some sort the mistaken cause 
of it. I had informed my wife of the adventure bi:fore, and she 
condoled with roe ; and the thoughts o^he'f being so near 
the same distress in her own child redoubled her grief. When 
we had given up sometime to those melancholy reflectionsi 
I broke open the following letter from Doil Antonia : 

MY DEAR FBIEMD, 

We received yours with the utmost transports ; but, as I 
am an Italian, i ought to be jealous at the joy my wife ex- 
pressed when she read it ; and much morej when she now 
declares that she will come to England to reproach you for 
the little care you tookof her commission* She will (farther 
to increase my jealousy) write you her sentiments herself; 
but let her say what she will there, I am resolved to esteem 
you as the only friend that is dear to AvtoviA de Al vares. 

The other letter from Isabella contained these words : 

SIR, 

I'll suspend my reproaches till I see you (which I hope 
will be soon.) I had no commission to be-executed in those 
papers you lost, but that of having cleared the aspersion you 
cast on our sex, of inconstancy, which you had some grounds 
for, in the sudden marriage of Don Pedro, and Donna Felicia, 
after her violent pas^^ion for Don Ferdinand. When I found 
the cause of her di^aemper, I (as having felt the keenest dart 
of love) pitied her pain, and therefore taxed Bon Ferdinand- 
often with his wearing an obdurate heart in his bosom. I 
pressed him so often^that he desired to meet Donna Felicia 
and myself in my closet* We came/ according to appoint- 
ment, where he spoke to this effect : *' Madam, tax me no 
more with hardness of heart, for if I had not a very tender 
one, I had never arrived here ; and, to discover my frailty 
at once, know I am a woman:" and upon that, uncovering 
her bosom, gave us evident tokens. We were both so veiy 
much surprised, that she went on with her discourse : ^< I 
beg, ladies, you will never open your mouths to my captain 
concerning this ; for the moment \ am Sensible he knows 
my weakness, shall be the last of my life." But notwith- 
standing this injunction, I cannot help informing you, in pity 
to her ; and I am well assured (as your passion is hopeless) 
you have ikuwanit^ enough not to destroy one who dies £^ 
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you; and nothing in this worlds can equal my joy^Jf I fiqd^ 
when I arrive, Don Ferdinand ihewife to one who shall ever 
have khe friendship of . Isabella de ^lvares. 

What ^ords can express my amazement at the reading 
this last letter ! My thoughts were confounded in reflectron, 
and a chads of ideas possessed niy brain. 1 was in so much 
confusion, that 1 thought of retuoiin^ home again, to con* 
Siderof this strange turn. Recollected circumstances con- 
vinced me how blind I was in not discovering it sooner. My 
soul was immediately filled with the most tender pity ; and 
1 had not the use of words te declare my sentiments to mjr 
wife and cousin. Sometiwcs 1 would imagine it was ail a 
ficticious dream ; yet at last I was not displeased that I had 
it in Hiy power to restore to Don Jaqueshis long-lost daugh-^ 
ter. My wife was as'much concerned as I was ; and my 
cousin could hardly belii^ve it. I soon found that she had 
taken care the packet should not fall into my hands ; and 
that convinced me siie would not have her disguise disco- 
vered. The next day we resolved to visit her, and form 
Jiiy resolution from my observation. 

When we arrived at the inn, we found her dressed at a 
table, with paper, pens, and ink before her, but very weak. 
I presented my wife and cousin to her. She saluted themi 
and seemed mightily pleased with my good fortune, and 
was very much concerned her indisposition would not admit 
her waiting on me, to partake in my contentment. Her 
weakness was so prevalent, that she could hardly utter her 
words. She knew nothing of receiving the packet from 
my cousin ; but after we had sat some time, I gave her the 
letter from her father^ which as soon as she had read, she 
fell backward upon the bed in a swoon. 

The noise-we made at this accident, brought several peo- 
ple into the room ; and among the rest, my landlady, who 
it seems, had fallen desperately in love with her, as imagine 
rng her to be a man. She made such aukward complainings) 
that if our minds had been at case, would have produced 
much mirth ; but among her actions, she unbuttoned her 
clothes to give her breath, and soon discovered her mistake 
in the object of her wishes. When she foimd by her breasts 
that she was a woman, she ran down stairs with the utmost 
precipitation, and left us alone to recover her. When we 
had brought her to her senses again^ she soon found that we 
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had discovered ber s^x ; and the f^mPmid ^harne at the acci* 
dent had like lo have thrown her again into her s^tvoonlngf. It 
was $cme time before we could bring her to herself ; b«t »h« 
found> by my discourM, that I understood the wh^le seiu*et. 

After a )ong pause, »aid ^he, I did not intend to let my 
frailty be known to. you till after my death ; hut sinpe it 19 
discovered, I beg you will have ^ome regard to my T^e^inory^ 
and I shall die <^ontente<i* I begged her not to talk of de^ihj 
but live to cofnfort her grieved parentis. It is too late, said 
^he, to talk of any comfort j for I have caUed rtkf gpe^t^s( 
^iend, Death, tpiay aid, who is just now arrived- Upou 
uttering these word^, > deadly paleness possessed her fkce^ 
^d trembling seized h^r limbs : she had just f trepgth eoovigH 
to declare to u^ that she had taken a dose of poison? pro- 
vided for the occasion, bought of an apothecary in the town ) 
ftfid that she was jv^st going to write a letter tio me> but wa«? 
prevented by our sudden appearance, whose consents were 
ouly to see her secretly buried, and if po^^iVle, to conceal 
her sex a.nd story from the world. She ha4 hardly mad^ 
an end, before her speech forsop^ hpf", and life ia all ^p.. 
pearance fled the beauteoMs dwell ii^. My wif& wa? not 
present at this ac^idcfnt^ her e?^ger dei^ir^ having parried 
her to her child ; but she came iq before it was over. My 
f:ousin seenied more pppr^^c4 with grief thap any of u% 
for love fead taken full posses^ipq of hift heart. 

While sprrow ha,d locked vip ^11 our tongijues, the ^£0t^« 
ec^ry came in, in a strange confusipn ; for the report ha^ 

!o^ dispersed itself all over that little villa^. Sir, s^i4 
le to me, dp not be concerned at the condition ypu see th^ ; 
gentleman in, f^r h^ is uo^ dead» he ha$ o^y t^ken ^ 
sleeping potion. I partly guessed his d?si^n when he ap-^ 
J>iied to me for ooison ; s^nd t^c extraordinary pri^e he 
paid for it, convinced me it was for some ^ijuster design, j 
and therefore I happily ipnposed uppn hi^V ' 

This news revived us al! again, especially m.y coviisin, who 
^ thought wpv^l^ have gone distracted for joy *, and ^> 5e^ * 
his impatiem ^fatching for h^r lifc> returp (if we n>ay o^ll 
h so) only gave qie fwvth^ p?oof, that pne Ippk is sufRcicat 
to fix love for ever in the SOi^i. The iipothecary (during • 
t|iis interva,lof life ^nd death) ^ppur^dcprdi^ils into her 
mouth tp help tfee pperation ; and at las^ she pper^ed her 
i*n willing cy€;s,^ s^d gaa^^d iM^Otti^d hfr, ^ tf ^h^ b%djiec^ 
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in anothtr world ; but wc soon cwiTincgd her of thQ apothc* 
card's deceit ; at which she seemed in the utmost confu* 
sion, and gave us to understand that life was forced upoa 
her ag^nst her inclination) and she wouM shake it ofT. 

We gave her all the comfort we were capable of; and , 
my vife told her, if she talked any loivger of d^ath, it was 
only that she could not bekr to see us happy. This, as it 
t)?ere, roused her fiom her lethargy. Well then, said she, 
I will live, if it be cmly to convince you that I impleaded to 
see niy captain blessed : for she would always call me so* 
After we had composed her a little, ,we left hrr with fny 
cousin, to look after our child, who was in the same place) 
which had proved the secret instinct of nature ; for at ih^ 
first sight, in the house of his unnaturaV nurse, I could not 
help feeling a tender regard for him* When we had satisfied 
our inn, wc prevailed upon Donna Bianca (now no longer 
Ferdinand) to come into the coach with us, and we arrived 
tthat evening at Bristol, where we took possession of the 
iiouse 'vhich captain Kendrick had lived in, that belonged to 
my wife* We staid some time there to settle my wife's 
AffaiEs, as also to recover Donna Bianca's indisposition. 

My a)Usin, by his assiduity, gained very much of her 
estseera, but she freely declared she had no room in brer 
^ heart for love ; but, notwithstanding, with much importu* 
nity, we prevai led upon her to accept of him for a husband, 
and her esteem soon came up to a more tender passion. 
As soon as the ceremonv was over, we took a journey to 
Ix>ndon, to settle our arifalrs there, and provide for my ex- 
pected guests. J^" ^ ' 

One morning, as we Were pursuing our journey, coming 
near the skirts of a wootft we heard several groans, which 
alarmed us ; but as we had too many people about us armed 
to fear ilny thing, we came out of the coach to. know the 
reason; where we found a woman weltering in ^blood^ being 
stabbed in several places with a sword. When 1 came to 
take a nearer view, I found it was my fonner master the 
watchmaker's wife. I could not help having compassion 
for any person in that condition, therefore -oifderfid her to . 
be taken and put in the coach* Donna Bianca opened her 
breast, and stopped her wounds a» well as she couW, till 
wc could get a surgeon that I had ordered to be sent for. 
&he soon knew me, and cried otit, Sure heaven has sent you 
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cd, for another relation and his wife were just c^miing in 
to sup with us ; and upon that instant my cousin entcred» 
leading by the hand Donna Bianca* They both ran and 
kneeled down before Don Jaques and his wife. At the sight 
of their daughter^ the mother fell backward in the chair in 
a swoon ; and Bon Jaques was in such a surprise, that he 
could not open his mouth, but expressed his joy by tears* 
kisses, and embraces ; and his lad^ coming to htr herself^ 
had like to have stifled her with transports* 

They did not ask any reasonable questions till the torrent 
of their joy was poured out. After the first transports were 
over, Donna Bianca told her own story* She said, the first 
time I dined at their house in Su Salvador, love flew into 
her heart ; and knowing the modesty due to her sex, she 
was resolved never to discover it till she found the state of 
mine ; yet finding her passion daily increase, and understand, 
ing the day of my departure, she procured secretly the ha- 
bit of a man, with all other necessaries, and conveyed her- 
self on board in the boat that carried the presents her fa- 
ther had sent me; and counterfeited the letter sh^ gave me 
as from h^r father. Every thing answered my wish^ ^aid 
she ; but I soon found my captain had no heart to bestow. 
It is needless to tell how many bitter sigks and tears that 
knowledge cost me ; but it is now buried in oblivion. Then 
she proceeded to beg their pardon for her rash folly^.as she 
called it ; and they were too much overjoyed not td forgive 
her every thing ; and ihey expressed a great deal of satisfec-t 
tion, in that they" could now call ine their relation.— We liv- 
ed in all the contentment imaginable, returning He^lveii 
our grateful thanks for its bounteous mercy. And now I 
am settled, I will take leave of my xeader with this couplet 
of the poet : 

O ! never let a virtuous mind despair, 
For constant hearts are love's peculiar care. 
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